The Coldest March Book Report

Basic Information:

1. Who is the author of the book? What are the author’s academic credentials? Research experience?

2. Where and when does the story take place?
3. What was the ultimate goal of the expedition?

Identify and discuss the roles played by each of the following characters:
Roald Amundsen

Henry R. Bowers

Edward R. G. R. Evans

Apsley Cherry-Garrard

William Lashly

Robert F. Scott

George C. Simpson

Edward A. Wilson

Technical Details:
1. What is the barrier?

2. Is there a relationship between sea level temperature and temperatures on the barrier? If so, what is the relationship?
3. How does the glide-ability of ice vary with temperature?

4. What were the major medical conditions that affected the characters? How were they treated?
5. Was the year in which the story takes place a normal weather year? If not, how was it different?

6. Wind direction plays a key role in the story. What is that role? Explain how the wind direction varied and why?

7. Why were wooden ships preferred in Antarctic waters?

8. What modes of transport were used by Scott and what were the problems encountered with each mode?

9. How are Antarctic snowstorms different from New England snow storms?

10. How did Robert Scott determine his location while traveling in Antarctica?

11. What was the purpose of the camps (depots)?

12. Where are the geological specimens collected by the expedition?
Summary – What were the major factors that determined the outcome of the story. Describe why each was important:
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