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International Relations 

46.121 – Fall 2006

Course Description:
In one way or another we all come into contact with international politics on an almost daily basis.  We are just not always aware of it.  If it is through reading the paper, watching tv, listening to the radio, traveling abroad, or through international trade, international politics influences our lives.  This course is designed to be an introduction to the study of international relations.  It will provide the tools to understand the events in international politics better.  Hopefully, after this class, when you hear of a war, pay more for your gasoline, or wonder about the preservation of nature you will have a better understanding of the issues involved.

Rules of the Game:

Students are expected to read the material indicated in this syllabus before class and can expect to be questioned and or quizzed on the material during class.  The final grade will consist of two exams (midterm and final), 5 small papers (2 to 3 pages), and participation.  The final grade will be determined on the following calculation:


Sections 201 & 202


Sections 301 & 302

Midterm

20%

Midterm

10%


Final


20%

Final


15%


5 Papers (10% each)
50%

Book Critique

15%


Participation

10%

5 Papers (10%  each)
50%







Participation

10%

Exams
Exams are given on the days and times indicated in the syllabus (no exceptions).  Make-up exams are not a possibility unless the student is hindered due to extreme circumstances.  In the case of extreme circumstances students are required to present written, official paperwork to document their claim.  Cheating is absolutely unacceptable and will result in automatic failure.  To ensure that students will not be tempted to cheat, students will not be allowed to have anything on their desk except a pencil or pen and paper.

Papers

You are to write five papers of 2-3 pages based on the country that will be assigned to you in the second week of class.  Each of the five papers is based on a specific topic in international relations to which you relate your country.  You are encouraged to do research on your country.  You might want to start with the CIA World Factbook (http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/).  On my website you will find many more credible sources.  If you use resources from the internet make sure that they are credible sources (wikipedia is not a credible source), you are encouraged to use academic journals and books rather then the internet.  The topics for your papers are as follows:
Paper #1
State Level Analysis.

Take a look at the domestic political situation in your country and explain how that situation influences the foreign policy of your country.  What are the determining factors in your country’s foreign policy and how does that show in practice?  Who are the main actors in your country’s foreign policy and what are the main issues in its foreign policy?
Paper #2
Globalization.

How does globalization influence your country?  What are the negative effects of globalization for your country and what are the positive effects?  Do the positive effects outweigh the negative effects?  How has your country adjusted to globalization?  What are the changes it made in its foreign policy and domestically to be better prepared for the globalized world?
Paper #3
Power.

Describe and explain the power sources of your country.  Does your country have enough power resources to compete worldwide or regionally?  How can it improve its power situation?  Is your country advantaged, disadvantaged or neither by its power resources?  How does your country use its power resources in international politics?
Paper #4
International Law.

By which part of International Law is your country the most affected.  Is this negative or positive for your country?  Has or is your country involved in a case before the International Court of Justice or any other Court of Arbitration?  If so explain that case and what you expect the outcome to be.  If it hasn’t been or isn’t involved in a case is there a situation where International Law could be a solution?  Describe and explain those cases.
Paper #5
Economic Cooperation.

Is your country involved in International Economic Cooperation?  Is that cooperation regional or global?  If your country is not involved in such cooperation would it gain from such cooperation?  What are or would be the benefits of economic cooperation for your country?  What are the negative consequences from such cooperation?  Do the positives outweigh the negatives?  
Any late submission will result in a lowering of your grade.  All papers need to be 2-3 pages, type written, line-spacing two and in a regular font (Times New Roman or Courier) size 10 or 12.  (Margins should be no more than 1” on each side).  The paper will have to be written in accordance with the standards for an academic paper.  A paper guide, as well as information on citations, plagiarism and references will be available at my website.  Students are expected to write in correct English and are encouraged to use the facilities available to them, to improve the quality of their paper.  Students are expected to be aware of the University policies on plagiarism as published in the student handbook.  The Student Code of Standards states:
1. Cheating is defined as 1) misrepresenting academic work done by another as one’s own efforts, whether such misrepresentation has been accomplished with or without the permission of the other individual, 2) providing or utilizing prohibited assistance (whether in the nature of a person or a resource) in the performance of assignments and examinations, 3) copying another person’s work or giving or receiving information or answers by any means of communication during an examination, 4) utilization of the services of a commercial term paper company, and 5) the unauthorized or fraudulent acquisition and/or use of another’s academic property. 

2. Plagiarism is defined as 1) direct quotation or word-for-word copying of all or part of the work of another without identification or acknowledgment of the quoted work, 2) extensive use of acknowledged quotation from the work of others which is joined together by a few words or lines of one’s own text, and 3) an abbreviated restatement of someone else’s analysis or conclusion, however skillfully paraphrased, without acknowledgment that another person’s text has been the basis for the recapitulation. (http://www.uml.edu/admin/registrar/academicrules/academicdishonestycheatingandplagiarism.htm)
Book Critique (Honors Students Only)
For the book critique honors students are expected to read “They Poured Fire on US from the Sky” and critique the book in five pages (no more than seven) based on the concepts and theories of International Relations described in the Rourke book and as discussed in class.  It will not suffice to summarize the book, in fact students who only summarize and not analyze and critique the book will receive a failing grade.  The book critique is due on 9 December 2005.

Submission of Written Work
All written work has to be uploaded to the “turn it in” (www.turnitin.com) website.  This website is a tool for both students and professors in prevention of plagiarism and in bettering your academic writing skills.  You can upload your papers to the website in many formats.  I will only accept documents in MS Word, WordPerfect, PDF or RTF (Rich Text Format) formats.  The first time you log in to “turn it in” you will have to create a profile using the class code and password I will provide to you in class.  Besides uploading your paper to the website you will have to hand in a hard copy of your paper in class.
Participation

Participation is determined by the student’s presence in the class and the student’s actual participation in in-class discussions. 

Cell Phone and Other Policies

Beepers, cell-phones, and/or other devices making noises that might irritate the instructor are to be turned off while the class is in session.  Failure to do so might result in a reduction of the final grade.

Texts:

· John T. Rourke  International Politics on the World Stage 11th edition (Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill publishers, 2007)

· Donald M. Snow  Cases in International Relations: Portraits of the Future 2nd edition (New York, NY: Pearson Longman Publishers, 2006)

· John L. Allen  Student Atlas: World Geography 5th edition (Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill publishers, 2005) recommended.

For Honors Students Only:
-
Alephonsion Deng, Benson Deng, Benjamin Ajak, and Judy A. Bernstein  They Poured Fire on Us from the Sky: The True Story of Three Lost Boys from Sudan, (New York, NY: Harper Collins Publishers, 2005) 

Class Schedule:
Week 1

Wednesday, 6 September 2006
Introduction  
Explanation of the course and the requirements.

Read: Rourke pp. 1- 23




Friday, 8 September 2006

Realism and Liberalism
Read: Rourke pp.23 - 31
Week 2

Monday, 11 September 2006

IR through the 19th Century
Read: Rourke pp. 33-40
Wednesday, 13 September 2006
IR in the 20th and 21st Centuries 
Read: Rourke pp. 40-59
Friday, 15 September 2006

China in IR
Read:  Snow Chapter 1, pp. 3-16
Class Discussion:  Is China the next Hegemon?
Country Assignments
Week 3

Monday, 18 September 2006

Individual Level of Analysis





Read:  Rourke pp. 62-76
Wednesday, 20 September 2006
State Level Analysis
Read:  Rourke pp. 76-87
Friday, 22 September 2006

System-Level Analysis
Read:  Rourke pp. 87-95
Week 4

Monday, 25 September 2006

Nationalism





Read:  Rourke pp. 97-104
Paper #1  State Level Analysis Due!!!

Wednesday, 27 September 2006
The Politics of Nationalism
Read:  Rourke pp. 104-124
Friday, 29 September 2006

Kashmir
Read:  Snow Chapter 12, pp. 203-217
Class Discussion: Is the right to self-determination absolute?
Week 5
Monday, 2 October 2006

Globalization





Read:  Rourke pp. 125-135
Wednesday, 4 October 2006

Transnationalism





Read:  Rourke pp. 135-161
Friday, 6 October 2006

Indonesia





Read:  Snow Chapter 9, pp. 144-157
Class Discussion: Should the effects of Globalization be adjusted?
Week 6

Tuesday, 10 October 2006

The State Defined





Read:  Rourke pp. 163-170
Paper #2 Globalization Due!!!
Wednesday, 11 October 2006

Politics by States
Read:  Rourke pp. 170-188
Friday, 13 October 2006

Camp David
Read:  Snow Chapter 6, pp. 89-105
Class Discussion: How much are states influenced by their environment in their politicies?
Week 7

Monday, 16 October 2006
 
Regional IGOs
Read:  Rourke pp. 190-209
Wednesday, 18 October 2006

Global IGOs
Read:  Rourke pp. 209-227
Friday, 20 October 2006

Intervention





Read:  Snow Chapter 5, pp. 72-85
Class Discussion: Should IGOs interfere with state sovereignty?
Week 8
Monday, 23 October 2006

Midterm Exam
All material discussed in class and read for this class up to today. 
Wednesday, 25 October 2006

Power





Read:  Rourke pp. 230-248
Friday, 27 October 2006

Diplomacy





Read:  Rourke pp. 248-266
Week 9
Monday, 30 October 2006

International Law
Read:  Rourke pp. 268-281
Paper #3 on Power Due!!!
Wednesday, 1 November 2006
International Law in Practice





Read:  Rourke pp. 281-295
Friday, 3 November 2006

War Crimes
Read:  Snow Chapter 4, pp. 53-69
Class Discussion: Is sovereignty a legitimate argument against the application of international law?
Week 10
Monday, 6 November 2006

National Security
Read:  Rourke pp. 298-315
Wednesday, 8 November 2006
Unconventional Security
Read:  Rourke pp. 315-336
Friday, 10 November 2006

Future War





Read:  Snow Chapter 10, pp. 163-181
Class Discussion: Is the state an adequate tool in today’s warfare?
Week 11
Monday, 13 November 2006

International Security





Read:  Rourke pp. 338-359
Paper #4 International Law Due!!!
Wednesday, 15 November 2006
Alternatives to Violence
Read:  Rourke pp. 359-370
Friday, 17 November 2006

Democratic Peace
Read:  Snow Chapter 3, pp. 35-47
Class Discussion: Can democracy provide peace? 
Week 12
Monday, 20 November 2006

Economic Nationalism



Read:  Rourke pp. 372-387
Wednesday, 22 November 2006
Economic Power



Read:  Rourke pp. 387-407
Week 13
Monday, 27 November 2006

Economic Cooperation





Read:  Rourke pp. 409-428
Wednesday, 29 November 2006
Development 
Read:  Rourke pp. 428-444
Friday, 1 December 2006

Free Trade





Read:  Snow Chapter 8, pp. 127-140
Class Discussion: Is free trade advantageous for everybody?





Week 14
Monday, 4 December 2006

Political & Civil Rights
Read:  Rourke pp. 447-471
Paper #5 Economic Cooperation Due!!!
Wednesday, 6 December2006
Economic & Cultural Rights
Read:  Rourke pp. 471-484
Friday, 8 December 2006

Resource Conflict
Read:  Snow Chapter 14, pp. 239-255
Class Discussion: How can resources be distributed better to avoid conflict?
Week 15
Monday, 11 December 2006

Population



Read:  Rourke pp. 486-500
Wednesday, 13 December 2006
Environment



Read:  Rourke pp. 500-522
Note:  Any Changes in this Syllabus are at the Discretion of the Instructor.
Professor:	Aart Holtslag


Office:		Coburn Hall 106


Office Hours:	Mondays and Wednesdays 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM, Fridays 12:00 PM – 12:30 PM or by appointment


Class Hours:	Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays sections 201 and 301 9:30 AM – 10:20 AM and sections 202 and 302 11:00 PM – 11::50 PM


Class Room:	Sections 201 and 301 in SO 401, Sections 202 and 302 in CO 207


Telephone:	(978) 934-3229


E-mail:		� HYPERLINK "mailto:arend_holtslag@uml.edu" ��arend_holtslag@uml.edu�


Website:	� HYPERLINK "http://library.uml.edu/resourceguide/aart_holtslag.htm" ��http://library.uml.edu/resourceguide/aart_holtslag.htm�





























