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Many UMass Lowell students (21+ of course) flock to the Lowell Brewery Exchange on Saturday nights to drink, dance, play pool, and just enjoy the company of friends. However this should not be the only thing that we know the Lowell Brewery for. Since February of this year the Brewery has been holding events that would allow students to have fun while helping their fellow man instead of simply contributing to their developing drinking habits. These events are the Monday and Tuesday night charity Texas Hold ‘em games, which are held weekly for the most part.

I know what many of you are thinking at this point. “Charity? Yeah I’m sure a lot of the money makes it to the charities”. The truth however is that 50 percent of all proceeds are given to the host charity of that evening, with the rest of the money being used to pay out the winners. Some of the more well known charities to host nights in the past include the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer Society, which raised $1250 on their evening, Ironstone Farms, K.I.D.S.(Kids in Disabilities Sports, which is Micky Ward’s foundation), and the Vincent Cila Benefit night. 

Vincent Cila was a Massachusetts State Trooper who was tragically killed in a motorcycle accident in the Sumner Tunnel on July 22, 2005. The benefit event in his honor raised $10,000 between the game and a silent auction, with all proceeds of the evening going to his two daughters’ scholarship funds. The game was a partnership between the Brewery and MMSF, the Massachusetts Motorcycle Survivor Fund, which raises money for the families of those who have perished in motorcycle accidents. 

The Lowell Brewery has not been alone in their philanthropic ventures. To be sure that these events are incident free, they have enlisted the help of the guys at Capone’s Poker Tables. Capone’s oversees the games adding their poker expertise, and also rents the tables, chips and cards to the host charity for that particular evening. The Lowell Brewery interviewed many companies to help oversee these events, but chose Capone’s because owner Tony Capone was very adamant about raising money for the charities. 

Brewery manager Julie Faulds said, “After speaking with Tony it was clear he was as serious as we were about raising money”. “We wanted to do fundraisers for local charities, and Texas Hold ‘em is very popular at this time, so it seemed like the most logical way to raise money”. 

To date, these events have raised thousands and thousands of dollars for many local charities. Mrs. Faulds has stated that the games “will suspend for function season during the holidays and resume again in February”. Any non-profit organization can apply for a license to host an event, and the Brewery is always looking for charities to help keep it going. So if on a Monday or Tuesday night you ever get a philanthropic urge, head down to the Lowell Brewery. 

For more information about Capone’s Poker Tables you can visit them online at www.caponespokertables.com, and for more information about the Lowell Brewery you can visit them at www.thebreweryexchange.com. 

