Lecture 9, Part A: Hate Crime: Cause, Prevention and Control
 
What we will cover: Introduction and Overview
In this week’s lecture, we will cover the topic of Hate-related violent crime. Obviously, one lecture can not cover this topic in sufficient detail, but I do think that the information provided here, when examined in conjunction with the related links and the chapter in our text,  provide an excellent introduction to an important—and controversial—subject.The following questions are raised and answered in this week’s lecture:
(1) What is hate crime and why do we need separate federal and state laws covering hate crime?
(2) How extensive is the problem in the United States?
(3) What are the various types of hate crime? Who are the offenders? Who are the victims? Does the nature and extent of the problem vary from one part of the country to the next? Why?
(4) What do we know about Hate crime groups and Hate crime group leaders?
(5) How have the Shepard and Byrd cases affected the public’s view of the problem and the corresponding legislative responses?
(6) Is there any known link between hate groups and terrorist organizations?
A Few REMINDERS:
As I did for last week’s lecture, I will post a separate (week9, part b) mini-lecture where I will be briefly—I promise—highlighting critical issues and selected reading on two topic areas often discussed when the general subject of hate-related violence is raised: the link between religion—and religious conversion—and violence; and the purported link between cults of various forms and violent crime. You will notice that I have included links to videos in this week’s lecture. Please let me know if you had any trouble accessing these video links; it’s a feature I hope to incorporate in subsequent classes that I will offer online.
 
And finally, remember to look for my announcement about our final exam, which will be posted soon. If you have questions about either the term paper or the final, Tuesday’s CHAT time( 6:30-7:30 pm) is a great time to talk with me directly. Last week, we only had one person visit the chat room, but I suspect that as our online semester draws to a close, I will be talking with a few more of you. Of course, CHAT is optional; you can always reach me thru email.
 
1. Why do we need “hate crime” laws? The answer to this question is not as obvious as it may appear at first glance. We already had laws on the books covering the types of criminal activities covered by new hate crime statutes: murder, assault, intimidation, and destruction of property. Why did we need to pass new Federal and State Statutes criminalizing these acts? Why were existing laws inadequate? In my opinion, the passage of new laws was—in some measure-- a symbolic gesture aimed to capture and emphatically underscore the public’s abhorrence of these activities. If you didn’t know these behaviors violated community norms in the past, well you certainly know now. However, I think the laws served a different purpose. First, new state laws sent a message to local communities—including local law enforcement and local courts—that if the local criminal justice system wouldn’t take the problem of hate crime seriously, then state –level law enforcement would provide protection to injured parties and groups. Second, in those parts of the country where both local and state criminal justice agencies dragged their feet in the enforcement and prosecution of hate-related criminal activity, the new federal laws allowed federal law enforcement and federal court intervention.
 
Video: The return of the noose-a symbol of hate. Watch the video below and then ask yourself the following: What would happen if we simply relied on existing violent and property crime statutes—rather than federal and/or state hate crime statutes—to prosecute various forms of hate crime? What do you think would have been different? A hypothetical scenario? Yes, but it does raise the issue—why do we need separate laws?
http://www.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=3995092n&channel=i_video
 
2. An overview of the extent of the problem: According to a recent review by the Intelligence Project: The number of hate groups operating in America rose to 888 last year, up 5% from 844 groups in 2006. That capped an increase of 48% since 2000 — a hike from 602 groups attributable to the exploitation by hate groups of the continuing debate about immigration.

The Southern Poverty Law Center has created an incident map for documented hate crimes in each state. Click on a specific state and find out about the types of hate crime reported.
For more information, go to the site and check out the link below:
 
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/map/hate.jsp
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2a. Defining the problem of Hate crime: In my opinion, the best way to understand how we define the problem of hate crime is by looking closely at the FBI’s definition of this crime category, because how we define the problem will frame much of our subsequent discussion of such issues as (1) the nature and extent of hate crime, (2) the prevention of hate crime, and (3) the control of hate crime. I have included excerpts from the FBI’s Hate Crime website below on how this agency defines the problem and collects hate crime data. Much of what we currently “know” about hate crime—for better or worse—comes directly from the FBI.
 
A Definition of Hate Crime:
The FBI collects data regarding criminal offenses that are motivated, in whole or in part, by the offender’s bias against a race, religion, sexual orientation, ethnicity/national origin, or disability and are committed against persons, property, or society. Because motivation is subjective, it is difficult to know with certainty whether a crime resulted from the offender’s bias. Moreover, the presence of bias alone does not necessarily mean that a crime can be considered a hate crime. If law enforcement investigation reveals sufficient evidence to lead a reasonable and prudent person to conclude that the offender’s actions were motivated, in whole or in part, by his or her bias, then the incident should be reported as a hate crime. 

 

Data Collection related to Hate Crime Incidents:

Offense types

The law enforcement agencies that voluntarily participate in the hate crime program collect details about an offender’s bias motivation associated with 11 offense types already being reported to the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Program: murder and nonnegligent manslaughter, forcible rape, aggravated assault, simple assault, and intimidation (crimes against persons); and robbery, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, and destruction/damage/vandalism (crimes against property). The law enforcement agencies that participate in the UCR Program via the National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) collect data about additional offenses for crimes against persons and crimes against property. These data appear in Hate Crime Statistics in the category of other. These agencies also collect hate crime data for the category called crimes against society, which includes drug or narcotic offenses, gambling offenses, prostitution offenses, and weapon law violations. Together, the offense classification other and the crime category crimes against society include 35 Group A Offenses (not listed) that are captured in the NIBRS, which also collects the previously mentioned 11 offense categories. The Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook, NIBRS Edition [1992], provides an explanation of the 46 Group A Offenses.

2b. Estimates of the nature and extent of the problem: As I noted in the above section, much of what we currently know about hate crime in the United States is based on the data collected by the FBI on this crime category .Below is a very brief summary of the key findings from the most recent FBI report on Hate Crime. I recommend you go to the report link I provide and examine these key findings in more detail. What—if anything—surprises you about the FBI report on Hate Crime? Do you think the FBI report is accurate or are you concerned that various types of hate crime are seriously under-reported, a pattern we find with other violent (and property) crimes?
Hate Crime Statistics, 2006, includes the following information:

· MOTIVES: Analysis of the 7,720 single-bias incidents by bias motivation showed that 
51.8 percent were motivated by a racial bias, 18.9 percent were motivated by a religious bias, 15.5 percent were triggered by a sexual-orientation bias, and 12.7 percent of the incidents were motivated by an ethnicity/national origin bias. One percent involved bias against a disability. 

·   

· Violence: There were 5,449 hate crime offenses classified as crimes against persons in 2006. Intimidations accounted for 46.0 percent, simple assaults for 31.9 percent, and aggravated assaults for 21.6 percent. Three murder and non-negligent manslaughter offenses, as well as 6 forcible rapes, were reported as hate crimes. 

·   

· Property: Of the 3,593 hate crime offenses classified as crimes against property, the majority (81.0 percent) were acts of damage/destruction/vandalism. The remaining 19.0 percent of crimes against property consisted of robbery, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, and other crimes. 

·   

· Offender Race: According to data for the 7,330 known offenders reported in 2006, 58.6 percent were white, and 20.6 percent were black. The race was unknown for 12.9 percent, and other races accounted for the remaining known offenders. 

·   

· Location: The majority (31.0 percent) of hate crime incidents in 2006 occurred in or near residences or homes; followed by 18.0 percent on highways, roads, alleys, or streets; 12.2 percent at colleges or schools; 6.1 percent in parking lots or garages; and 3.9 percent at churches, synagogues, or temples. The remaining 28.8 percent of hate crime incidents occurred at other specified locations, multiple locations, or other/unknown locations. 

 3b. Selected tables for review and analysis: In the following section of this week’s lecture, we explore the key patterns of hate crime, including frequency, trends, patterns, motives, and types of hate crime. We also examine available FBI data profiling both hate crime offenders and hate crime victims.
Incidents and Offenses 

The UCR Program collects data about both single-bias and multiple-bias hate crimes. For each offense type reported, law enforcement must indicate at least one bias motivation. A single-bias incident is defined as an incident in which one or more offense types are motivated by the same bias. A multiple-bias incident is defined as an incident in which more than one offense type occurs and at least two offense types are motivated by different biases. 

· In 2006, 2,105 law enforcement agencies reported 7,722 hate crime incidents involving 9,080 offenses. 

· There were 7,720 single-bias incidents that involved 9,076 offenses, 9,642 victims and 7,324 offenders. (See Table 1.) 

· The 2 multiple-bias incidents reported in 2006 involved 4 offenses, 10 victims, and 6 offenders. 

  

Single-Bias Incidents 

An analysis of the 7,720 single-bias incidents reported in 2006 reveals the following:

· 51.8 percent were racially motivated. 

· 18.9 percent were motivated by religious bias. 

· 15.5 percent resulted from sexual-orientation bias. 

· 12.7 percent stemmed from ethnicity/national origin bias. 

· 1.0 percent were prompted by disability bias. (Based on Table 1.) 

 

Offenses by Bias Motivation within Incidents

Of the 9,076 single-bias hate crime offenses reported in the above incidents:

· 52.2 percent were motivated by racial bias. 

· 17.6 percent resulted from religious bias. 

· 15.6 percent were motivated by sexual-orientation bias. 

· 13.6 percent were motivated by ethnicity or national origin bias. 

· 1.0 percent were the consequences of biases against disability. (Based on Table 1.) 

Racial bias 

In 2006, law enforcement agencies reported that 4,737 single-bias hate crime offenses were racially motivated. Of these offenses:

· 66.2 percent were motivated by anti-black bias. 

· 21.3 percent were motivated by anti-white bias. 

· 6.1 percent were driven by bias against groups of individuals consisting of more than one race (anti-multiple races, group). 

· 4.9 percent resulted from anti-Asian/Pacific Islander bias. 

· 1.5 percent were motivated by anti-American Indian/Alaskan Native bias. (Based on Table 1.) 

Religious bias 

Hate crimes motivated by religious bias accounted for 1,597 offenses reported by law enforcement. A breakdown of the bias motivation of religious-bias offenses showed:

· 64.3 percent were anti-Jewish. 

· 12.0 percent were anti-Islamic. 

· 8.8 percent were anti-other religion. 

· 5.5 percent were anti-multiple religions, (i.e., groups of individuals of varying religions). 

· 5.1 percent were anti-Catholic. 

· 3.9 percent were anti-Protestant. 

· 0.5 percent were anti-Atheism/Agnosticism. (Based on Table 1.) 

Sexual-orientation bias 

In 2006, law enforcement agencies reported 1,415 hate crime offenses based on sexual- orientation bias. Of these offenses:

· 62.3 percent were classified as anti-male homosexual biased. 

· 20.7 percent were classified as anti-homosexual biased. 

· 13.6 percent were classified as anti-female homosexual biased. 

· 2.0 percent were classified as anti-heterosexual biased. 

· 1.5 percent were classified as anti-bisexual biased. (Based on Table 1.) 

Ethnicity/national origin bias 

Of the single-bias incidents, 1,233 offenses were committed based on the perceived ethnicity or national origin of the victim. Of these offenses:

· 62.4 percent were anti-Hispanic biased. 

· 37.6 percent were anti-other ethnicity/national origin biased. (Based on Table 1.) 

Disability bias 

· There were 94 reported hate crime offenses committed based on disability bias. 

· 74 offenses were classified as anti-mental disability. 

· 20 offenses were classified as anti-physical disability. (See Table 1.) 

 

By Offense Types

Of the 9,080 reported hate crime offenses in 2006:

· 32.1 percent were destruction/damage/vandalism. 

· 27.6 percent were intimidation. 

· 19.1 percent were simple assault. 

· 13.0 percent were aggravated assault. 

· The remaining 8.2 percent of hate crimes were comprised of additional crimes against persons, property, and society. (Based on Table 2.) 

 

Offenses by Crime Category

Among the 9,080 hate crime offenses reported:

· 60.0 percent were crimes against persons. 

· 39.6 percent were crimes against property. 

· Approximately 0.4 percent were crimes against society. (Based on Table 2.) (See Data Collection in Methodology.) 

Crimes against persons 

Law enforcement reported 5,449 hate crime offenses as crimes against persons. By offense type:

· 46.0 percent were intimidation. 

· 31.9 percent were simple assaults. 

· 21.6 percent were aggravated assaults. 

· 0.2 percent consisted of 3 murders and 6 forcible rapes. 

· 0.3 percent involved the offense category other, which is collected only in the National Incident-Based Reporting System. (Based on Table 2.) 

Crimes against property 

· The majority of the 3,593 crimes against property (81.0 percent) were acts of destruction/damage/vandalism. 

· The remaining 19.0 percent of crimes against property consisted of robbery, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, arson, and other crimes. (Based on Table 2.) 

Crimes against society 

Thirty-eight offenses were crimes against society (e.g., drug or narcotic offenses or prostitution). 

 

By Victim Type

When considering the type of victim among property crimes:

· 51.3 percent were directed at individuals. 

· 12.6 percent were against businesses or financial institutions. 

· 8.9 percent were against government. 

· 7.4 percent were against religious organizations. 

The remaining 19.8 percent were directed at other, multiple, or unknown victim types. (Based on Table 6.)

 

 
Key link to review: FBI’s Hate Crime webpage includes data on offenses, motivations, offenders, and victims:
Additional Data and Tables: for more information in each of these areas, get the full FBI report, which is available on-line.
Hate Crime Statistics, 2006
 
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/hc2006/index.html
 
3. Case studies of selected Hate Crime Groups
3a. Hate Groups :Active U.S. Hate Groups
The Southern Poverty Law Center counted 888 active hate groups in the United States in 2007. Only organizations and their chapters known to be active during 2007 are included. 

All hate groups have beliefs or practices that attack or malign an entire class of people, typically for their immutable characteristics.

This list was compiled using hate group publications and websites, citizen and law enforcement reports, field sources and news reports.

Hate group activities can include criminal acts, marches, rallies, speeches, meetings, leafleting or publishing. Websites appearing to be merely the work of a single individual, rather than the publication of a group, are not included in this list. Listing here does not imply a group advocates or engages in violence or other criminal activity.

3b. Profiles of Hate Groups from the Southern Poverty Law Center: There are literally hundreds of hate crime groups operating in this country today. By comparison, the most recent review of terror activities in this country reveals that not a single terror cell has been identified as active in the United States since 9/11. Read the profiles below and then consider the following discussion question: Do you believe that we should consider reallocating Homeland Security Resources to the investigation of Hate groups operating in this country? Do these groups pose a greater violence threat than international terrorist organizations?
The Year in Hate
Active U.S. Hate Groups Rise to 888 in 2007
By David Holthouse and Mark Potok
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	Live Webcast March 26
Discuss the Year in Hate with Intelligence Report Editor Mark Potok and Southern Poverty Law Center President Richard Cohen. Register today.



	Sheriff's deputies gunned down by "Aryan" gangsters in Bastrop, La. Tax protesters with bombs arrested in New Hampshire. Gun-toting white supremacists marching in Jena, La. A police officer murdered in Salt Lake City. Nativist leaders demanding sniper teams and mines along the Mexican border. Calls for assassinating politicians, immigrants and Jews. Rapidly spreading racist conspiracy theories.

The end of 2007 brought to a close another year marked by staggering levels of racist hate in America. Even as several major hate groups struggled to survive, other new groups appeared, and the radical right as a whole appeared to grow.

The latest annual count by the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) found that the number of hate groups operating in America rose to 888 last year, up 5% from 844 groups in 2006. That capped an increase of 48% since 2000 — a hike from 602 groups attributable to the exploitation by hate groups of the continuing debate about immigration. And it comes on top of some 300 other anti-immigration groups, about half listed by SPLC as "nativist extremist," formed in the last three years.

At the same time, FBI statistics suggested that there was a 35% rise in hate crimes against Latinos between 2003 and 2006. Experts believe that such crimes are typically carried out by people who think they are attacking immigrants.

Although there were some signs that nativist hatred may be starting to abate, you wouldn't know that by listening to the furious rants of many groups. "America is being destroyed from within by a modern version of Genghis Khan's army," the Emigration Party of Nevada, listed by the SPLC as a hate group, said. The group's leader, Don Pauly, wants to send government "sniper teams" to the border and forcibly sterilize Mexican women after a first child.

"If the Jew government waits, and hell breaks out here in the USA, our citizens will not be asking to see any documentation," added Michael Blevins, the Florida state leader of the neo-Nazi American National Socialist Workers Party. "They will go after anyone they think an illegal alien based on race first."

The growth of these groups is being helped by conspiracy theories and other racist propaganda about immigrants that is being spread by mainstream politicians and pundits. While theories about a secret plan to merge Mexico, Canada and United States into a single country began in radical groups, for instance, many key figures have endorsed them. Indeed, 18 states' houses of representatives have now passed resolutions opposing the "North American Union" — an entity that does not exist and has never been planned, but nonetheless inhabits nativists' nightmares.

Promoting such theories, coupled with a history of ties to white supremacist groups and ideology, is what caused the Southern Poverty Law Center to add a major anti-immigration group, the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR), to its list of hate groups last year. FAIR has also promulgated the theory that Mexico is involved in a secret plot to "reconquer" the American Southwest.

"You need to understand that WE ARE AT WAR RIGHT HERE IN AMERICA," is the way another nativist group, the Nebraska-based United Citizens of America, put it. "We are being invaded by a foreign country and we are being betrayed from within. Our government, from top to bottom, is being controlled by global elites. They have infiltrated our government at ALL levels."

Here's a more detailed look at several sectors of the radical right:

NEO-NAZIS
Neo-Nazi groups
While the number of neo-Nazi group chapters increased over the course of 2007 from 191 to 207, this rise was largely due to a shake-up within the National Socialist Movement (NSM). Although the NSM remains the largest neo-Nazi organization in the country, with 73 chapters in 34 states (down from 81 chapters in 36 states in late 2006), it suffered a mass exodus of high-profile members last year, most of whom quickly either founded new chapters of rival neo-Nazi groups or established their own new spin-offs. 

The NSM's troubles in 2007 began last February, when it was accidentally revealed during a public court hearing that Florida state leader David Gletty was a paid FBI informant. Discontent over the group's finances, tactics and internal security began to swell among rank-and-file members as well as officers. Last October, several NSM heavy-hitters abruptly quit. These included Ohio division commander Mark Martin, Storm Troop leader Tim Bishop, Washington state leader Justin Boyer, NSM presidential candidate John Taylor Bowles and website designer Jim Ramm, all highly visible and active NSM members.

Bowles, along with another disgruntled NSM officer, Nick Chappell, formed a new group, the National Socialist Order of America, based out of The Redneck Shop, a hate memorabilia store in Laurens, S.C., that is owned by Chappell and had been the site of many NSM gatherings.

Ramm launched a website, "NSM Watch," where he posted a list of 111 ex-NSM members who, according to Ramm, had either resigned or been kicked out. NSM "commander" Jeff Schoep countered that he was merely pruning "troublemakers and drama queens." Then, last November, Schoep issued an open letter to NSM members in which he branded Ramm and other defectors "oath breakers and race traitors" and accused them of "working for the enemy."

The following month, Schoep announced that he was leaving his common-law wife and six children in Minneapolis to move in with a new girlfriend in Detroit, where he was relocating NSM's national headquarters. Rumors abound in the neo-Nazi movement that Schoep's new flame is non-white, and that he's using NSM money to support her in a supposedly extravagant lifestyle.

"In 2006 NSM did over $110,000 in sales, and … current projections for [2007] are around $180,000," Ramm claimed on his website late last year. "NSM Records [the group's hate rock music company] is a business that doesn't report total profits to the members, who are expected to just smile and hope the Commander is spending the money wisely."

The greatest beneficiary of the NSM's internal strife was the American National Socialist Workers Party (ANSWP), a neo-Nazi group led by another former NSM stalwart, neo-Nazi gadfly Bill White. White boasted that he's accepting "the best of the best" NSM castaways and, indeed, ANSWP chapters more than doubled from 13 to 30 last year.

Two former powerhouses of the neo-Nazi scene, Aryan Nations and the National Alliance, were in states of more or less suspended animation last year. Aryan Nations still exists but is barely active. In early 2007, two of the group's leaders, Clark Patterson and Jonathan Williams, quit to form a new Christian Identity group called the United Church of YHVH after complaining that Aryan Nations had forgotten its roots in Identity, a theology that says people of color are soulless non-humans and Jews are biologically descended from Satan.

The National Alliance, a West Virginia-based group that has declined precipitously since the death of its founder in 2002, showed signs of life last May when it held a Holocaust denial conference that drew 75 attendees, nearly three times as many people as have attended Alliance "leadership conferences" in recent years. But in August, the Alliance suffered a major setback when Chairman Shaun Walker and two other Alliance members were convicted of federal civil rights violations in a string of three racially motivated assaults in Salt Lake City in 2002 and 2003. Walker was sentenced to 87 months in federal prison, while his underlings received shorter sentences. Former Chairman Eric Gliebe, who had stepped down amid much criticism earlier, re-assumed leadership of the troubled group amid swirling rumors of drug use and a pending divorce and custody battle with his estranged wife, former stripper Erica Gliebe — a woman who now calls herself "Hollycast," an apparent sarcastic reference to the Holocaust.

Finally, the National Vanguard looks to be all but finished. Its leader, Kevin Alfred Strom, pleaded guilty to possessing child pornography and is facing up to 10 years in prison when he is sentenced in April.

RACIST SKINHEADS
Racist Skinhead groups
Racist skinhead gangs, or "crews," are unstable and often transient by nature, making them difficult to track. However, over the course of 2007, it was possible to identify 90 racist skinhead outfits operating in the United States, up from 78 in 2006. Five of the new chapters are reactivated or recently established divisions of Hammerskin Nation (HSN), a once-mighty coalition of skinhead crews whose power waned earlier in this decade but is now clearly resurging. In addition to the five new domestic chapters, HSN also now claims active crews in at least 10 foreign countries, including Australia, Hungary and Switzerland. 

Last September, the leaders of HSN and the Vinlander Social Club, a rival skinhead coalition in the Midwest, unexpectedly announced they had reached a peace agreement, ending a blood feud of nearly 10 years. The following month, Hammerskin Nation celebrated its 20th anniversary at Hammerfest 2007, a hate rock festival held near Portland, Ore., and hosted by the Northwest Hammerskins, a regional affiliate of HSN. The Portland-based, neo-Nazi skinhead gang Volksfront provided security. Members of the neo-Nazi group White Revolution and the white nationalist organization Women for Aryan Unity were in attendance. One of the speakers was Michael Lawrence, a prominent member of the Confederate Hammerskins, another HSN affiliate, and the founder of the Christian Guard, a major Christian Identity organization.

KU KLUX KLAN
Ku Klux Klan groups
Although most Ku Klux Klan factions continued to exploit the roiling national immigration debate in 2007 by holding anti-"illegal alien" rallies (rather than their more typical "anti-black crime" fare), last year was a relatively quiet one for the KKK. The number of Klan chapters dropped to 155 last year from 165 in 2006, marking the second straight year of decline after five years of rapid growth. 

One important development in this sector came in August, when the National Aryan Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, LLC, merged with the United Northern and Southern Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. National Aryan Knights chapters in Louisiana resisted the merger by forming a new splinter group under the banner of the National Aryan Knights.

The Imperial Klans of America (IKA), meanwhile, declined from 23 chapters in 2006 to just 16 last year as a case filed last year by the Southern Poverty Law Center against IKA chief Ron Edwards, five followers and the group itself neared trial. The lawsuit seeks damages for a boy who was attacked and severely beaten during an IKA recruiting drive at a Kentucky county fair.

BLACK SEPARATISTS
Black Separatist groups
The death last May of black separatist cult leader Yahweh ben Yahweh (born Hulon Mitchell) coincided with the ongoing rebirth of his Nation of Yahweh, a notorious religious sect that has preached violence against "white devils." Nearly 500 Nation of Yahweh members, many of them conspicuously flaunting material wealth in the form of expensive cars and jewelry, attended the funeral of Yahweh ben Yahweh, who shortly before his death was released from parole after serving 11 years of an 18-year sentence on federal conspiracy charges related to 14 murders committed in South Florida in the 1980s. 

Formerly moribund Yahweh websites flared with activity following the funeral. In Rochester, N.Y., a white man who started a nonprofit food pantry for the homeless said that a Yahweh member who joined the nonprofit's board in 2004 orchestrated a campaign to push him out of the organization shortly after she returned from the funeral. The man says that he now fears for his life and that the Nation of Yahweh has taken over the building housing the organization.

The New Black Panther Party, a racist group unrelated to the original Black Panthers, was also highly active in 2007. Although Chairman Malik Zulu Shabazz was barred from entering Canada last May because of his radical ideology, Shabazz did successfully organize a major rally for a black hate crime victim in West Virginia, made a public show of force in Jena, La., and held an Atlanta "Black Power Summit" last October that was attended by about 100 party members from across the country.

GENERAL HATE
General Hate groups
Anti-Gay groups
Anti-Immigrant groups 
Racist Music groups
Other events of importance on the radical right included the emergence of Watchmen on the Walls, an international and incredibly virulent anti-gay organization with strong ties to Latvia. The organization has gained a foothold in the United States among Russian-speaking Slavic immigrants on the West Coast, holding a major conference in Lynnwood, Wash., in October. 

Also last year, the hate group list's only campus outfit, the Michigan State University chapter of Young Americans for Freedom, which was added in 2006 after the group sponsored a "Catch an Illegal Immigrant Day" contest and put out a manifesto calling for white, male control of the MSU student government, continued to promote hate by hosting a series of lectures by extremists such as Nick Griffin. Griffin is a Holocaust denier and the head of the whites-only British National Party, that drew skinheads and other white supremacists to the MSU campus. 

Angela Freeman, Anthony Griggs, Janet Smith and Laurie Wood contributed to this report. 
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3c.  Recent Profiles of Hate Group Leaders from the Intelligence Project, Southern Poverty Law Center. I suspect that you will find the profiles of Bill White ( Neo-Nazi hate group leader) and Sean Gaines ( Skinheads) disturbing, but informative. The Gaines interview raises an issue we’ve explored with other categories of violent offenders: Do you believe that a hate crime offender can change their attitudes and/or behavior toward the groups they’ve attacked in the past? For movie buffs, this is the central theme of the movie, American History X.
Profile 1: Bill white—The following case study profile is available on the Southern Poverty Law Center’s webpage. This link is an excellent source for materials on hate groups, individual leaders of hate groups, and emerging forms of Hate-related violent crime.
The Misanthrope
Virginia Developer is USA’s Loudest Neo-Nazi 
By Brentin Mock and Mark Potok
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	Read the Hatewatch Blog
Roanoke, Va. — Last Sept. 20, the eyes of America turned to Jena, La., where more than 20,000 people had gathered to protest what they saw as racism in the disparate criminal treatment accorded black and white students at a local high school. For many, it was an uplifting moment, signaling what they hoped would grow into a renewed striving for racial justice, a reborn civil rights movement for a generation that didn't remember the first one. For one real estate developer in this city in the Blue Ridge Mountains, however, it was an occasion to vent feelings about six black teens in Jena facing harsh criminal penalties for a schoolyard fight.

"Lynch the Jena 6!" Bill White wrote in a screaming headline on his website even before the demonstrators had left tiny Jena. Then he got down to business.

"If these niggers are released or acquitted, we will find out where they live and make sure that white activists and white citizens in Louisiana know it, we'll mail directions to their homes to every white man in Louisiana if we have to in order to find someone willing to deliver justice," White wrote. Next, after some research, he appended home addresses and phone numbers for five of the teenagers.

Within hours, White's amazing statements were all over the Internet and the news. Officials expressed shock such comments could be legal, and Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Blanco ordered police protection at some of the boys' homes. Called by a reporter, the FBI said it was investigating White's threats for criminal content.

It was a classic Bill White moment.

William Alexander White may be the loudest and most obnoxious neo-Nazi leader in America. Currently the chief of the American National Socialist Workers Party, White is a former left-wing anarchist who is best known for his name-calling, threats and incessant gossip — not to mention embarrassing pleas of love for women who then publicly spurn him. He is a man who often seems incapable of separating truth from fiction, but also a skilled computer programmer who has built some of the radical right's more important websites. By his own account, White has a juvenile record that includes 22 arrests as a teenager, but he is also a businessman who in the last four years has bought 24 inner-city properties valued at $1,063,000 — most of them apartments he acquired as part of his "ghetto beautification project." Above all, White, now 30, is an angry, resentful and narcissistic loner — a misanthrope.

A Bully is Born
Bill White describes himself as a bright child who got interested in politics in junior high school, where he became what he called a "utopian anarchist" and began reading Freud and Marx at 13. The next year, he put out his first issue of the Utopian Anarchist Party newsletter. In it, he railed against juvenile psychiatrists, among other things, who had diagnosed him as particularly paranoid and aggressive. 

That was reflected in his high school career, which included bouncing between three high schools due to an extensive record of disruptive and threatening behavior toward students, teachers and a principal, according to a psychological evaluation administered by the Montgomery County, Md., public schools.

That same evaluation may be the most sympathetic rendering of White, then 16, known. "Let us not forget that the world needs William White," it said. "And William White needs the world." But, in language that describes well White's career over the coming years, the report added this: "What he hasn't learned is tolerance, patience, foresight, wisdom, cooperation, respect and compassion. He has learned how to be rude, to challenge authority, to denigrate and despise others."

White has written that he was arrested 22 times between the ages of 15 and 19 on charges of "assault, weapons, explosives, property destruction, graffiti and use of false identification." He says he served a short sentence for attacking police at the age of 19. Although some of these arrests were noted in newspapers, they could not be independently verified because they are part of a sealed juvenile record.
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Aries Defrance Brown, a man little more than half Bill White's size, says he intervened when he saw the neo-Nazi landlord attack a black woman in the street. For his trouble, Brown was accused by White of assault. 

In 1996, two years after his mental health evaluation, White became one of the first to use the Internet to harass his enemies. By now a student at the University of Maryland, White heard gossip about a certain teenage girl who was supposedly being abused by her mother. In a pattern of recklessness that would continue for at least the next decade, White didn't hesitate to go public, posting the mother's phone number to friends along with the suggestion that they harass her with calls.

"We can't stop the calls," the victimized family's father told The Washington Post that February. "It's like a virus. … It could break up our family." White's sneering response suggests the Internet philosophy he has followed ever since: "You should be able to write what you want on the Internet, whether it's true or not."

At college, White remained a spokesman for his Utopian Anarchist Party and loudly proclaimed his left-wing views, including his admiration for Marx and for Malcolm X, the Nation of Islam leader. After the jail visit occasioned by his tussle with police, White, in a ListServ E-mail, trumpeted "all the bomb threats and attacks on schools recently. Over 200 in the area. … I don't think I need to elaborate."

Throughout this period, White was becoming a Web developer, building his own sites on the Internet. In late 1997, just before a failed run as an anarchist for the Montgomery County Board of Education, he built Overthrow.com, the personal website he still runs today. Back then, however, it wasn't a Nazi propaganda center. Instead, it featured links to the Green Panthers, an Ohio pro-marijuana group that wanted to create a "stoner homeland"; to Anti-Racist Action, a group that likes to physically confront neo-Nazis and others on the radical right; to the Revolutionary Workers Party, a Trotskyist group; and to the so-called Lesbian Avengers. The site also included recipes for an array of do-it-yourself synthetic drugs and bombs.

All that would disappear soon enough.

About Face
It isn't clear what sent White hurtling from the radical left to the radical right. But the man who had worshipped Malcolm X was soon ranting about "niggers"; the friend of the Lesbian Avengers began to relentlessly attack "homo Jews"; and the one-time proponent of psychedelic drugs became a harsh critic of users. 

There are some clues. In October 1999, White put up an angry screed on Overthrow.com attacking the Southern Poverty Law Center and another anti-racist group for their criticism of rock musician Michael Moynihan. White also sent Moynihan a sympathetic letter. "Mike, I, being a leftist-communist who wants to defend you, have to admit that there are racial overtones to your work," White wrote. But he went on to suggest that Moynihan had been unfairly defamed.

After that posting, White seemed to focus his hatred on anti-racist groups and, increasingly, Jews. At around the same time, White says he became an official of white nationalist Pat Buchanan's Reform Party presidential campaign and also that of Brian Saunders, a local candidate for the far-right Constitution Party.

In early 2001, the motto at the top of the Overthrow.com page — "Militant Anti-Government Anarchism At Its Best" — disappeared as White finally appeared to cross the Rubicon. Late that year, White took a job as a correspondent for Pravda Online, put out by former employees of the Russian Communist Party's newspaper but by then increasingly taking on a far-right flavor. White began to heavily cover "the Jews" and the internal politics of the American neo-Nazi movement.

After about six months, White left the Pravda job. He was growing closer and closer to the leaders of the radical right, as shown by his attendance at the 2002 conference of American Renaissance, a white supremacist journal. While there, he met a reporter for the far-right Washington Times, Robert Stacy McCain. Before long, White was being quoted in the Times, including in a story on an "alternative currency" issued by extremists. Described as "a Web development consultant for political and corporate clients," White gushed on about the dubious notes.
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The second time Bill White brought his storm troopers to Toledo, Ohio, police responded with a massive display of force. Some anti-racist protesters and photographers, in fact, complained of being manhandled by authorities. 

The next few years were largely spent building up Overthrow.com, which became one of the best-read sites on the neo-Nazi scene. White wrote often about the internal politics of groups like the National Alliance, then the largest neo-Nazi group in the country. After the death of Alliance founder William Pierce in 2002, his website began to fill with vitriolic criticism, much of it anonymous, of the men who had taken over the Alliance after Pierce's death.

Siding with internal Alliance rebels, White energetically published countless defamatory stories about the group's leaders — stories that were sometimes right, frequently wrong, but always well read.

At around the same time, White was helping build key white power websites, including the Vanguard News Network site run by Alex Linder, and becoming a real power on the radical right. But as has happened often in White's life, it didn't take long for a squabble to develop. In October 2003, White cut his ties to Linder, saying VNN had too many problems to overcome. He added: "Everyone wants to blame me like some nigger on welfare blaming the white man for being broke."

Even as the Overthrow-VNN relationship was collapsing, White was going through other difficult entanglements. And, increasingly, he began to reveal details about these matters — details that would surely have been better left private.

'Marry Me, Jennifer'
In late 2003, Bill White was going out with a white-power activist named Jennifer Adams — or so he says. In November of that year, he posted a long screed describing a quarrel the two had. "She attacked me like a wild animal," he said in his breathless Overthrow.com posting. "Only the fact that I am about 215 pounds to her 130 or so left me able to stop her." He also described breaking into a room she was in and finding her "having something very close to cyber sex" with a man. 

But Adams sneered at that account. "Bill is/was in love with me," she wrote on another neo-Nazi site. "And the feeling was never mutual. He has tried to make advances towards me, but just ends up jacking off, by himself, in the end. … He is a very delusional guy and I am sure everyone knows what a liar he is."
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Jennifer Adams 

After absorbing that insult, White took up briefly the next month with another white-power activist, a woman named Erica Hardwick-Hoesch whose family hailed from Roanoke. White, who boasted publicly of "several very special nights" he had supposedly spent with her that December, decided to follow her to Virginia. But she spurned him, and later publicly denied that she had ever been White's lover.

In early 2004, White apparently decided that it was Adams — a woman he'd spent much energy defaming as a promiscuous slut in the preceding weeks — who he loved after all. In a widely mocked posting in February, he called himself "a blind and stupid fool" and said he had been "lashing out in pain." He said he had realized that Adams was pregnant with their child. "Marry me, Jennifer," he wrote.
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Erica Hardwick-Hoesch 

Adams didn't see it that way. "I am not pregnant and I am not having Bill White's love child," she countered on VNN. "Furthermore, if I was, it would be an immaculate conception." A little later, in the same forum, she added, "Everyone who knows me in REAL LIFE knows that I was utterly repulsed by Bill."

Rejected, White turned his energies to building a real estate empire in his new hometown of Roanoke, buying up houses and apartment buildings in a largely black neighborhood. Unfortunately for him, he found himself facing Hardwick-Hoesch, who had renounced racism and begun working with One People's Project, an anti-racist group. That summer, she passed out fliers outside the rental properties White had purchased. Targeting White, they were entitled "Meet Your Local Racist."

White, spotting the woman he claims is his former lover passing out the fliers on his property, screeched to a halt, ran up two flights of stairs, and punched her in the head. Ultimately, he was convicted of assault and fined $100. He was also fined $250 for contempt of court after losing his temper on the stand and screaming at Hardwick-Hoesch, who was herself convicted of trespassing and fined $100.

Building an Empire
In the coming months and years, White would build up a real estate empire under the aegis of his White Homes and Land, LLC, which he started in April 2004. He says he maxed out several credit cards to raise the capital to start, then began to buy properties, many in foreclosure, with the help of limited partners he'd solicited to acquire venture capital. White called this his "ghetto beautification project." 

Buying up distressed properties in the Mountainview neighborhood of Roanoke's West End — a tough area characterized by crime and blight — White began to improve them, raise rents and, often, boot out original residents who could no longer afford to stay. He refused to accept Section 8 government vouchers.

At the same time, White endlessly insulted his clients, writing publicly about their alleged drug use, criminal records, prostitution and so on. Throughout, he slandered African Americans as "niggers," "nig-rats" "vermin" and worse.

Some of the victimized tenants — White often had no proof of his accusations — sought help from the local Legal Aid Society, which jousted with White in court repeatedly in 2004 and 2005. (White had routinely called police on invited guests if their hosts were behind on their rent, calling them trespassers.) Very few of these cases succeeded, but his tenants, many of them black, felt the pressure.

"His modus operandi was to intimidate the people of that neighborhood through defamation," said David Beidler, a lawyer who represented four of White's tenants in court battles with the landlord. "He readily said things on his website that weren't true about his tenants. I had one client who was slandered terribly by him. I tried to encourage her to sue him, but she was too intimidated by him."

In complaints filed with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, tenants claimed White walked around their neighborhood armed with a shotgun and tried to intimidate them by saying the Klan was coming to "regulate" the area. "I was unable to sleep at night," one woman wrote in her complaint. "He forced people to move because they were afraid of what he might do."

Toward the middle of 2005, with his real estate business apparently thriving, White began to move even more into the neo-Nazi world. On June 25, he joined a rally at a Revolutionary War battlefield in Yorktown, Va., hosted by the National Socialist Movement (NSM). At the time, NSM was rapidly growing into the largest neo-Nazi group in America, thanks mainly to huge numbers of defections from the National Alliance, the group White had helped attack on his website earlier.

At the rally was NSM leader Jeff Schoep, along with white supremacists from various Klan and racist skinhead groups. But it was White, drawing attention with his violently acerbic style, who wound up being quoted as NSM spokesman.

Upon his return to Roanoke, Schoep, apparently impressed by White, announced that White had joined the group and would be leader of its new Roanoke chapter. (The chapter's membership appears to have been limited to White.) He also became national spokesman for what Schoep called "America's Nazi Party."

Toledo, Satan and Beyond
On Oct. 16, 2005, White led an NSM rally that was supposed to kick off a provocative neo-Nazi march "against crime" through a poor, black neighborhood of Toledo, Ohio. But the speeches of White and others were so incendiary that a crowd of neighborhood residents and anti-racists began to swell threateningly, and police ushered the white supremacists away, saying a riot was imminent. 

And it was. As White and the other neo-Nazis were whisked off, the crowd attacked police, police vehicles, and local buildings. The results, from the point of view of NSM, could hardly have been better. The violence made every network TV news show that night, along with reports of more than 100 rioters' arrests.

Crowed Schoep: "The Negro beasts proved our point for us."

Thrilled with the attention, White and the NSM repeated the tactic. On Dec. 10, the group returned to Toledo. The police were far better prepared this time and held violence to a minimum. But the NSM kept going, taking its show to Orlando, Fla., where members held another "march against black crime" on Feb. 5, 2006.

That summer, an internal dispute began to tear apart the NSM. The wife of one of the group's original founders, Clifford Herrington, had long been a leader of the so-called "Joy of Satan Ministries," and as this news leaked out, it provoked widespread ridicule and attacks. Some of the most heated came from proponents of the theology of Christian Identity, which generally claims that Jews are the literal descendants of Satan and people of color are soulless beings who were never in the Garden of Eden. To these men, Satan was an enemy to be taken seriously.

In July, White, who had been an atheist for most of his life, wrote a commentary in which he argued that he was "much more bothered and offended by the reaction from various Christian Identity adherents than I am by anything Mrs. Herrington has to say." He went on to call the theology "stupid" and "harmful to the white nationalist movement" and to suggest that its adherents foolishly relied on the Old Testament, a Jewish document whose dictates "Judaized white people."

That was apparently too much for Schoep, who told White he was suspended from his NSM post. White responded typically, "resigning" from NSM even as Schoep said that he was being ejected permanently. Weirdly, the man who had given campus sermons from a Satanic "Bible" now told the world he was leaving NSM because he could not remain in a group with ties to a Satanic ministry. White formed the American National Socialist Workers Party (ANSWP) the same day.

The Beat Goes On
Given White's chronic inability to maintain interpersonal relationships, ANSWP seemed doomed to failure, or at least to essentially be an organization that existed only in cyberspace. But by the end of 2007, the group was actually claiming 30 chapters, and included some former leading activists from the NSM. 

Still, ANSWP's main purpose seems to be as a springboard for White, who remains very much a creature of the Internet despite occasionally joining neo-Nazi rallies like one held in Kalamazoo, Mich., last August. "They're invisible," Brenda Walker, a Roanoke NAACP official who fielded many complaints about White, said of ANSWP events. "When he stages protests and rallies, he's always alone."

But the racist vitriol never ends. Last Aug. 19, for instance, the former Malcolm X admirer wrote: "[A]ll the 'repressive' acts whites have conducted towards Negroes throughout our history together are justified, from the whippings of slavery through modern 'police brutality.' … The only healthy mode of existence for the Negro in white society is a state of complete subjugation… . I no longer doubt that the expulsion and extermination of the black race on the American continent by their white betters is an inevitability that whites can no longer turn their heads from."

Also last year, White went into a rage when Pulitzer Prize-winning Miami Herald columnist Leonard Pitts wrote a column on the murder of a white couple in Tennessee that White didn't like. White posted several attacks on Pitts, who he called a "nigger," and also Pitts' home address. He posted his attack on the Jena 6, along with their home addresses. And, closer to home, he took on the entire editorial staff of The Roanoke Times, printing names, addresses, personal information and even the suggestion that his supporters crash the wedding of the niece of an editor he particularly despised — a "Jew-loving piece of shit," as he called her.

Such commentary is what caused Overthrow.com to be cancelled by a hosting company late last year. The site reappeared a short time later, this time hosted on a server owned by racist propagandist Hal Turner. But after the Southern Poverty Law Center revealed this January that Turner was an FBI informant, many radicals questioned White's trustworthiness. When both Overthrow and the VNN Forum website went down again a little later, many activists warned against using either Turner or White's expertise to try to bring the sites back to life.

None of this — not even the real hate some activists express toward White, who they see as causing nothing but problems — has slowed him down. In January, White used still another Web forum to write: "Sometimes you just have to murder blacks — and, frankly, the killing needs to start with the black leaders and NAACP activists… . I know where my local NAACP 'leaders' live — do you?"

In other words, Bill White remains the same overbearing bully that he has been since his days as a high school anarchist. That trait was in evidence again last December, as he engaged in a court battle with one Aries Defrance Brown, a 32-year-old black man who says he intervened when White leaped out of his car in Roanoke to attack Latoria Minnis, a black woman. (Both men have charged each other with assault, and White has also accused Minnis of attacking him first.)

Brown, a man with a featherweight build and a quiet smile, was being represented by a public defender. Across the courtroom, White, a big man close to twice Brown's weight, was taking no such chances. He had paid a top-dollar criminal defense attorney, known for a fondness for African safaris and also getting defendants off in the most trying of circumstances, to defend the misdemeanor charge. And even that didn't seem to be enough for White — as he sat in court, he kept throwing evil glares and smirks in the direction of the diminutive Brown.

Brown, apparently cognizant of Bill White's vision of himself as the great American führer, found the whole performance amusing. "He's supposed to be a Klan leader or something, but he let a black man whoop him?" he said. 

Heidi Beirich contributed to this story. 
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Profile 2: Sean Gaines. The case study below is provided by the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Intelligence Project.
The Transformation
Facing Trial, Racist Skinhead Claims Change
By Susy Buchanan
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	Read the Hatewatch Blog
Phoenix — Last Nov. 27, Sean Gaines picked up a pencil inside his jail cell and began to write a poem:

I once was quite notorious
In Arizona's racist skinhead scene
It's taken losing too many years
To discover what that means
Gaines was indeed once a skinhead's skinhead: 230 pounds of red-laced, jack-booted aggression, recklessness and bravado, notorious for flashing his gun one minute at white power gatherings, and his penis the next.

"Sean Gaines would do anything he was told or asked to do, no matter how brutal and regardless of the consequences," says Arizona skinhead expert Michele Lefkowith, the Anti-Defamation League's southwest regional investigator. "He was an animal."

But four years in jail have tamed Gaines, now 26. His swagger has vanished along with the 60 pounds he's lost since he was arrested on capital murder charges. Awaiting trial for his participation in a February 2002 torture-murder, Gaines spends his days in a solitary, closet-sized cell in the Security Management Unit (SMU), an isolated wing of Phoenix's high-tech Fourth Avenue Jail. 

His placement there is vital to his survival because Gaines has publicly renounced skinhead ideology. He published a letter in an anti-racist magazine in 2006 and disparaged white supremacists in a Court TV documentary last year. Most recently, he sat for an in-depth interview with the Intelligence Report in which he re-traced his path into the dark heart of the racist skinhead movement and detailed violent crimes that remain unsolved.

Whether his jailhouse conversion is sincere or a calculated attempt to generate sympathy and perhaps escape the death penalty, Gaines is putting his life on the line by denouncing racism. White supremacist prison gangs will almost certainly put his name high up on their hit lists if he ever "hits the yard" as a general population inmate. In their eyes, he is a race traitor and a snitch.
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The stabbing of Wesley "Nazi Dreamer" Lovin led to a 2002 "hunting trip" that may have ended in murder, according to Sean Gaines. 

"You printing this is gonna get me killed," Gaines said. "But I'm tired of living a lie. They can kill me, but at least they kill me with all of this off my shoulders."

By the time reality struck
I did not recognize myself
The monster people speak of
I'd swear is someone else
During the interview, which was monitored by two armed guards, Gaines was clad in a black and white striped uniform. Thick chains encircled his waist, binding his ankles and wrists. His eyes were red and watery, his skin pale, his voice shaky.

"I'm focusing so hard on the future and I'm doing anything I can to try and make that future," he said. "I want to write anti-racist literature. I want to open peoples' eyes. Myself and people in that scene, we went after youth. They got me in my youth."

Raising Gaines
Sean Gaines was born in Nogales, Ariz., in 1981. His mother was a nurse. His father, Lewis, was a drug addict who slipped deeper into abuse and criminal activity as his son entered his teens. Gaines was first expelled from school for fighting at 9, shortly before his parents divorced, then again in sixth grade. His mother was strict and tried to rein him in, but eventually she gave up and turned him over to his father. Gaines was 15. 

No sooner had she dropped off Gaines' clothes, hip-hop albums and collection of football cards at his dad's place, than Lewis showed his son how to hotwire a car and sped off doing 80 on a major city street. "My dad taught me how to steal cars that night," Gaines said. When they were pulled over by the police, Lewis Gaines managed to talk his way out of trouble. His son was in awe.

"Everything totally escalated from that night. It just gets worse and worse. He impressed upon me what it was like to be a modern-day gangster and that became a cool image to me. I started to idolize my dad even more because I saw everything he was doing and getting away with. He was some superior being in this mix of screwy society and lowlifes. Everything he did, all the bad things he did, he made out to be like they were for a purpose, for a reason, like he was doing them because it was a righteous thing."

Lewis cooked and sold methamphetamine. Father and son bounced from house to trailer to apartment to extended-stay motels. Gaines was expelled from school a third and final time in his sophomore year for fighting. His father took over his education.

"What did Dad teach me? He taught me how to use my fists, steal cars, weigh and sell drugs, cook drugs, kick in doors. He taught me how to put on that mask and play the part. He taught me how to be that tough guy."

His father also showed him the ways of murder. The first killing went down when Gaines was 16.

"An Indian fella, went by 'Chief,' pilfered some of my dad's stuff out of the living room — some old John Wayne-style six-shooter guns, tweaker possessions, basically." Lewis put the word out, and when Chief tried to sell the guns Lewis got a call from an associate. They went to pay Chief a visit with Gaines in tow. 

"They lit matches and dropped 'em on his bare stomach trying to get him to 'fess up. They took a pair of scissors, heated 'em up and stuck 'em right by his eye. He had two [tattooed] teardrops there and they were trying to burn them off. They beat on this dude. My father made me beat on this dude. I hit him and [Gaines' father's associate] T-Bone fractured his face, split his face open." Later, after recovering the stolen possessions, Gaines said, "They took him two blocks up the street behind this Dumpster area. I heard a handful of gunshots.
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Sean Gaines and Jessica Nelson, who earlier pleaded guilty to the same killing for which Gaines will soon stand trial. 

"They came back alone."

Three months later, his father's meth-fueled paranoia led to another murder. Once again, Lewis made it a father-and-son activity.

"They thought one of their group was an undercover cop, and they were doing some things with making counterfeit money to buy red phosphorus, iodine crystals, pseudoephedrine. They were using it to fund their drug cooks." 

Lewis lured the suspect to the house. Again, the victim was tortured.

"I saw my dad take a crescent wrench and hit that dude right in the rib cage and I could hear it crack. I walked out. I didn't want to see anymore." 

Lewis left his son alone at the house with the man tied up in the bedroom. Some hours later, a biker arrived, spread a tarp out on the floor and told Gaines to leave the room. He refused. "I was thinking maybe he'd wrap him up in the tarp, throw him in the car and leave. But out comes Crocodile Dundee [a large hunting knife], and he slit his throat right in front of me."

Lewis Gaines was never charged with either killing, and the victims have not been further identified. He was himself murdered Oct. 1, 2007, five days after Sean Gaines related these stories to the Report.

Prison Days
After living so long full of 
Misguided anger, hatred and rage
I find myself these days
Locked inside a cage
It wasn't long before Gaines starting finding trouble on his own. He says he committed his first felony in May 1998, when he assaulted a man he claims was trying to rape his girlfriend. Gaines split the victim's head open with a tree branch, then dumped him outside a nearby convenience store, called 911 and fled. A court official's pre-sentencing report in that case recommended that Gaines be returned to his mother's custody and given probation. Instead, the judge sent the 17-year-old to adult prison.

"I was a little hip-hop junkie thug until I got locked up. I didn't have any idea of racism till I hit prison, short of my dad saying, 'Nigger-this, nigger-that,'" Gaines said. "I went to prison as a kid, mad at the world, could not understand why they pulled me away from my family, why they locked me up for protecting my girlfriend. I didn't know who I hated. I was just full of hate and they [racist skinheads in prison] see that. They latch on to that."

"I've always had choices," Gaines admitted. "But prison introduced me to what got me to where I am."

Soon after he entered prison in March 1998, Gaines drew the attention of David Soprito, a 28-year-old racist skinhead who went by the gang name Odious. Soprito was serving 10 years for armed robbery. He took Gaines under his wing and began molding him. 
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Photographed recently in a Phoenix jail, Sean Gaines says he is determined to damage the white power movement. It is a decision that may be self-interested but carried significant physical risks to the former skinhead tough. 

Gaines earned his first racist gang tattoo — "White Pride" across his shoulder blades — for beating up a man who owed money to Soprito's crew. "What they do is they get what they call 'torpedoes'," Gaines explained. "That is any youngster on the yard, and if they tell you do it, you do it. It's called running a mission."

Soprito attempted to indoctrinate Gaines in white nationalist ideology but it mostly went in one ear and out the other. "I got out of prison and didn't know my '14 Words' [a reference to a famous white power slogan], wasn't given a pair of boots, nothing."

Two days before Gaines was released in July 2000 after serving nearly three years, he slipped a phone number to a female prison guard he'd flirted with. She called a week after he got out and the two entered into a casual sexual relationship that ended after a few weeks. Three months later, she called Gaines and arranged a meeting.

"She lets me know that she's dating one of the skins on the yard, a pretty high-up-there skin, too, who went by the name Misfit. He was still locked up and she was doing all those wonderful things that guys in prison only dream about female guards doing for them.

"Three weeks later, we're hanging out at a mall and she says, 'Misfit says that since I'm his 'byrd' and since he's in his reds [that is, has earned the right to wear red shoelaces], I gotta get mine.' So we're going into the store and she's like, 'Well, I think you need yours too.' This is how I got my reds."

Dancing With the Stars
Gaines didn't know what boots to buy, didn't know how to straight-lace his boots in proper skinhead fashion, didn't know much of anything about being a skinhead until he met Patrick Bearup and Joshua Fiedler at a party in late August of 2001, not long after he was given his red laces. 

In between prison stints, Fiedler had become one of the dominant skins on the Phoenix scene. A natural leader, charismatic and silver-tongued, Fiedler was organizing and recruiting heavily and Gaines was eager to be a part of something.

"I told him straight out, 'Look, I ran with a guy in prison but I really haven't run into anybody out here.' I said, 'I'm cool with hanging out but I really don't have the education.' He said, 'You know I run National Socialist Front [NSF] and I run everything out here.' He was playing the big tough guy role. He gives me a flier and some literature and he says, 'You think about it, you hang out for a while, and if we like you then you can probate for me under NSF.'"

This time, Gaines paid attention and did his homework. "Next time I hung out, he's like, 'What are the 14 Words?' and I just spit 'em out and he's like, 'All right, just checking.'"

Less than six months later, Gaines participated in the murder of a man suspected of stealing from Fiedler's girlfriend, Jessica Nelson, while Fiedler was in prison. The details are chilling. After Nelson discovered money missing from her purse, she blamed her roommate, Mark Mathes, and called Gaines for help. He and two other skinheads, Bearup and Jeremy Johnson, went to her house that night to deal with the situation.

Johnson beat Mathes senseless with a baseball bat. The four skinheads then loaded his bloodied and broken body into the trunk of a car and drove him to an area known as Swastika Mine, north of Phoenix. Bearup chopped off one of Mathes' fingers with bolt cutters before they hurled his body over an embankment. Johnson alleges that Gaines then shot Mathes in the face with a shotgun to obliterate dental records, an allegation Gaines adamantly rejects. (Nelson and Johnson took plea deals and have agreed to testify against Gaines, as they did against Bearup, who was sentenced to death in early 2007.)

Hunt for Humans
Sean Gaines estimates he personally recruited around 40 young skinheads during the three years he was actively involved in the scene. And violence of some sort, he says, was a near daily occurrence. 

Instead of lying low after the Mathes murder, Gaines immersed himself in the scene, getting into fights three to four times a week — but never with a weapon and never without provocation, he claims. Even a brute like Gaines had his limits.

"There were quite a few of us that wanted nothing to do with it. I mean if violence came to us, sure. Violence is that scene. But you got the handful that are really sick and twisted that like to go seek it," Gaines said.

But who am I to say
My sentence is not fair
Society did not deserve the heartaches
I caused when I was there
Phoenix skinheads called these excursions "hunting trips," predatory outings in which new initiates were taken to a predominantly minority neighborhood to attack a victim at random as a test of courage and devotion to the cause.

The story of one particular hunting trip in the fall of 2002 particularly troubles Gaines. He believes the victim, who received multiple blows to the body with steel-toed boots and several stab wounds to the torso, probably died.

Gaines was not there that night, but said he was told of the details by two people who were. Based on their account, Gaines alleges that the man who wielded the knife was Samuel Compton, an exceedingly violent skinhead who described what may have been the same incident in a 2003 letter to this reporter.

"This act of violence called 'Hunting' is done for several reasons," Compton wrote from his jail cell while awaiting trial for a different 2002 murder for which he was later convicted. "To allow a recruit in his whites [white shoelaces] to 'earn' his reds. Another reason may be retaliation or sheer boredom."

The fall 2002 hunting trip began, Gaines said, after a Mexican man stabbed Charles Wesley Lovin, a racist Phoenix skinhead known as "Nazi Dreamer" who Gaines claims financed his drug habit by mugging undocumented immigrants. "He'd find any old one walking down the street in the middle of the night and he was on it. He'd scream at his old lady to stop the car, and he'd jump out and do his deed," Gaines said. "Well, one night he got stabbed by one of them and ended up in the hospital with the knife still in his lung."

Dreamer's girlfriend got on the phone and issued a skinhead call to arms, Gaines said, and her skinhead "brothers" flocked to the hospital prepared for battle. None was more intent on avenging Dreamer than Compton, Gaines said, adding that Compton was "ranting and raving, wanting redemption and payback and [shouting,] 'Let's get seven for one of ours!'"

Gaines said the skins piled into a truck armed with bats, knives and brass knuckles. Their tactics were simple. They'd spot a potential victim walking down the street, stop the vehicle, bail out and attack. Gaines said that Compton and one of his skinhead initiates soon homed in on two Hispanic men in an area of Phoenix known as Sunnyslope.

"One individual was beaten with whatever inanimate objects they had and he ran off. Another was getting beaten and booted and stabbed between the neck and waist, numerous puncture wounds," Gaines said. He said they left the victim for dead, got back in the car and continued the hunt.

"The next attack didn't go as well. It was probably half an hour between the two. No more than the distance to drive, distance to spot your target and the surroundings, and come back and do the deed."

"Again, it was Compton and one of his [recruits] that did the stabbing. They found one individual, started to beat on him and got one thrust of the knife in. But he managed to run off."

Before they could find another victim, Dreamer called his girlfriend and begged her to come back to the hospital. According to Gaines, the remainder of the crew headed to the Phoenix home of Paul Skalniak, then a member of the neo-Nazi National Alliance organization and stay-at-home dad who still mentors young neo-Nazis in Arizona.

The attacks were cause for celebration and enough, Gaines said, to earn Compton a skinhead promotion — a pair of red shoelaces symbolic of spilling the blood of another race.

"They're all there, partying and celebrating their victorious night. Skalniak gets a phone call from Dreamer and gets told, 'Give Compton his reds,'" said Gaines. "Skalniak throws them in a big old stein of beer and hands it to Compton and Compton downs his beer and almost chokes on his reds."

According to Gaines, "The only thing [evidence] left standing from that night is DNA on Compton's clothes. A pair of white laces and a pair of blue jeans which he gave to Skalniak. He's got all of Compton's stuff boxed up, waiting for him to get out in 20 years." 

It took a lot to do so
But I finally walked away
From a lifestyle that was never truly mine
I just got lost along the way

A Racist's Regrets
By early 2003, Gaines' reputation and standing among Arizona skinheads had reached its pinnacle. That spring, Gaines and Fiedler threw a series of white-power barbecues in a public park that each drew 80 to 100 racists. They appeared on the evening news together in March, promoting their events, and were interviewed in a local newspaper — oblivious to the fact that whispers about the authors of the February 2002 murder of Mark Mathes finally had reached the ears of law enforcement. 

Gaines was arrested in May 2003 after he and Jessica Nelson were pulled over in a stolen car with a gun under the seat. He bonded out but was arrested for the final time on Sept. 11, 2003, in an early morning raid.

This time, the charge was murder. 

"Once I knew I was going back to do time, I knew I only had one of two choices. It was either go [skinhead] all the way or go all the way in the other direction and as fast as I could," he said. "People hear my name or see me and their eyes get real big still. I could have made quite a standing for myself [in prison] if I had stayed in it, but it's not who I am, and the only way I could for sure get out of that scene was to ruin myself."

By consenting to the Intelligence Report interview Gaines is doing exactly that. Gaines spoke with the Report in the jailhouse chapel, an appropriate enough place for a confession. He was baptized there in June 2006. The water was freezing, he recalled, and he had to climb in and out of the tank fully chained. 

"[Religion] helps, but not as much as them good, faithful Christians like to tell you: 'Just put your faith in the Lord and He'll see you through.' It doesn't give me the peace of mind that a lot of people say it does."

Although Gaines maintains his innocence in the Mathes murder, he is quick to point out that innocence in that crime does not make him an innocent man. 

"I had an opportunity [to stop the murder]. I didn't no more tell [Johnson] to do it than I told him to stop. So I'm not guilty, but I'm not innocent. The middle's going to get me killed. We've got a good defense and an honest defense, but what's that going to get me? Arizona law says an accomplice is as good as dead." 

The weight of the crimes he's been charged with, and some that he hasn't, is nearly suffocating. "I'm guilty of shit they haven't got me for, and I feel I deserve to do time for the shit they haven't got me for," he said. 

"I've found an outlet that I didn't have before, a way to deal with my inner turmoil. Do I still have hate in me? Yes, but it's not misdirected anymore. It's not, 'He looked at my old lady in the pool hall so I'm gonna go punch him in the face and call him a dirty name and scream, 'White power!' What the hell was I thinking? What kind of outlet is that? That makes me a disgusting, disgraceful human being. I was sick."

Gaines' life now involves reading, pacing back and forth for exercise, and studying case law. But he says he's eager to do more, hopeful he can inflict as much damage on the white-power movement as possible and that somehow his future will involve righting the wrongs of his past. Last November, Gaines recruited accused murderers in nearby cells to help him draw get-well cards for sick children. They completed 100 brightly colored cards featuring Snoopy, Winnie the Pooh and SpongeBob SquarePants.

Late one night, after several hours of coloring, Phoenix's most notorious skinhead composed the final lines of his poem.

The sorrow in my heart
So true and deep and sincere
Though the opposition I pose to racists
Is something they should fear
"I've made this decision and I'm following through with that," said Gaines, who could face death in his trial for the murder of Mark Mathes, which had not yet been scheduled at press time. "I can go try and live like a hermit and I'm still going to be on these dudes' [hit] list. I'm still going to be the prey. I'm talking now, and given the chance I'm not going to talk — I'm going to scream. I'm going be a very strong opponent to these [racist] individuals. They are going to hate the day they introduced me to that lifestyle." 
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3c. A Hate Crime Case study from Massachusetts: if you haven’t heard about this hate crime, then the link below will emphasize an important point: these types of crimes can and do happen here.
http://www.cbsnews.com/sections/i_video/main500251.shtml?id=3995092n&channel=i_video
 

http://www.splcenter.org/intel/map/hate.jsp
4. Case studies of Hate Crimes: the following two “case studies” focus on hate crimes related to violence against gays (Shepard) and Blacks (Byrd). These horrific crimes have led to new legislative initiatives and a renewed emphasis on crime control by federal, state, and local law enforcement. I doubt that the offenders convicted in each of these crimes anticipated the public’s reaction to their hate-related violence. Why does it take a horrific incident—or several incidents—to galvanize public sentiment and spur an effective legislative response to Hate crime?
4a. Mathew Shepard:21-year-old student at the University of Wyoming, died on Oct. 12 after spending several days in critical condition at a Fort Collins, Colo., hospital. In what was labelled a hate crime, the gay student was allegedly beaten and tied to a fence by Arthur Henderson, 21, and Aaron James McKinney, 22, whose first-degree murder charges could carry the death penalty. The case served as a reminder of the still volatile animosity toward gays in the U.S.

 The link below provides detailed information on Mathew Sheppard’s life and tragic death. While the excerpt below focuses on the crime itself, you may want to visit this site and read for yourself about the life and legacy of Mathew Shepard 
 
http://www.wiredstrategies.com/shepardx.html
 
 
 
http://www.matthewshepard.org/site/PageServer?pagename=mat_Matthews_Story_Main_Page
 
4b.James Byrd Jr.:In June of 1998, a sadistic murder of a middle-aged black man from Jasper, Texas, rekindled memories of lynching practices from the blood stained American past. James Byrd, Jr., 49, was beaten savagely to the point of unconsciousness, chained to the back of a pickup truck by his neck, and dragged for miles over rural roads outside the town of Jasper. It is believed that Byrd survived through most of this experience, that is, until he was decapitated. Three white men, John William King, 23, Shawn Berry, 23, (both of whom had links to white supremacist groups) and Lawrence Brewer Jr., 31, were arrested. Brewer and King were sentenced to death for a racial hate crime that shocked the nation. Berry was sent to prison for life. 

In order to understand the reasons why crimes like this still exist in America one needs only to look closer at the city of Jasper, itself. This lynching is a product of a broader social environment. East Texas was a center of Ku Klux Klan activity during the heyday of lynching from 1889 to 1918 (McLaughlin 2). The KKK was believed to still be active in the community as recently as 1994, which was also evident in Vidor, Texas, when Klan members staged arm patrols in an effort to prevent the integration of a housing project (McLaughlin 2).

In addition, it is important to understand that government officials continue to contribute to the racist mentality by not recognizing its existence. Former Texas Governor, George W. Bush, declined an invitation to come to Jasper personally to show his outrage over the racial killing (McLaughlin 2). His unwillingness to attend a rally in memory of James Byrd, Jr. further outraged the African American and Mexican American citizens of Jasper. In addition to a presence of racist organizations and blind public officials, Jasper is also stricken with poverty and ignorance. The number of college graduates, 1,649, is amazingly exceeded by the number of high school dropouts, 2,816, in a town of 8,400. The unemployment rate is well above the national average and the median household income is $20, 451. Twenty percent of Jasper’s residents live in poverty. Martin McLaughlin writes:

These figures suggest the social context in which the murder of James Byrd took place. The conditions in Jasper County are the worst for younger sections of the working class, especially those who are high school dropouts, sinking into a life of petty crime, drunkenness or drug addition. (McLaughlin 3)

These social tensions might help to explain the ignorant, racist mentality that persists in rural Texas, but they in no way justify it. 

 For more information:Martin McLaughlin 13, June 1998 from an article entitled “Racial violence and the social forces in America that fuel it”

 www.wsws.org/news/1998/byrd-j13.shtml
 
 
http://amath.colorado.edu/carnegie/lit/lynch/byrd.htm
 
4c. Other Victims—“ forgotten” hate crime victims discussed by the Southern Poverty Law Center:
 
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/intelreport/article.jsp?aid=133
 
 
5. Prevention and Control of Hate Crime: Questions to consider
 
5a.Prevention: The most common refrain I hear regarding the prevention of hate crimes is that education is the key, but here is my question: how do we teach tolerance and acceptance in a diverse society? The link below  to Northeastern University’s Institute for Race and Justice offers an overview of a range of possible strategies. I would also recommend reviewing the Materials available on the Mathew Shepard Foundation website and the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Intelligence Project website that I have identified earlier in this lecture. What is your view on prevention of hate crime?
http://www.splcenter.org/intel/intpro.jsp
 http://www.irj.neu.edu/projects/
5b. Control:  It is my belief that effective strategies for controlling hate crime will only be found IF we can develop a mechanism to coordinate efforts of all police, court, and corrections agencies. In developing a coordinated Criminal Justice Response to the problem of hate crime, the role and responsibilities of federal, state, and local police, court, and corrections agencies will need to be clearly defined. Given intra- and inter-system competition for resources, personnel, and of course, public support, I suspect that this task—coordination—is easier “said than done”. Beyond a general call for coordination, I can not point to any single, “magic bullet” strategy to solve this problem, which some have argued is an unintended –but inevitable--consequence of our country’s free speech and privacy protections. Could we “pre-act” and simple shut down hate-related webpages, arrest leaders of known hate groups for public and internet hate speech, and/or outlaw any public displays of hate group affiliation, meetings, etc? Of course, we could, but we choose not to because we protect free speech—and anti-government group affiliation—in this country, despite the obvious costs to community and individual group protection.
                I have a question for you to consider: Do you see hate crime as a national, state, or local law enforcement problem? How would you recommend that law enforcement monitor the 800 plus hate crime groups in the United States? According to a presentation I attended last week at Roger Mudd College in Claremont California, traditional investigative techniques can not be used to infiltrate Hate Groups. Undercover surveillance of these groups is quite difficult, because of the insular nature of most hate crime groups.Many of these groups only include local members, many of whom grew up together; anyone trying to enter these Hate Groups from the “outside” would be rejected; recruitment from the ranks of current members is a difficult—and typically fruitless—task, according to the Treasury agent( Worrall) I listened to at Claremont. In lieu of undercover surveillance, Worrall presented an argument in favor of increased use of wiretapping; but he goes on to argue that in order to monitor all these groups, we would have to loosen current search warrant/ wiretapping request requirements considerably, allowing for categorical—rather than individual—suspicion. How do you feel about this invasion of privacy? Are you worried about it being a slippery slope of increasing governmental control over all Americans? Or does the end (protection of vulnerable groups) justify the means (wiretapping)?
             Recently, there have been calls for monitoring hate group members in prison, both existing members and new prison converts, because of potential links between domestic hate groups and international terrorism. In fact, it has been suggested that we need to put a surveillance system in place that allows us to track these hate group members upon release from prison, in order to establish possible links with international and domestic terrorist groups. A similar argument has been offered about other security threat groups, including members of gangs. I will expand on this point in Part B of this lecture, but you can see my point: protection of individuals and groups from Hate-related crimes may require broader surveillance of both public and private places. How much freedom are you willing to give up in the name of hate crime control?
 
6. A review of related topics: the role of religion, and cults
I will cover these two topics in Part B of this lecture, which will be posted separately.
 
Concluding comments: I think we’ve covered this topic in sufficient detail, but be sure to read Part B.
 
 
