Graduate Criminology: Term Paper Description Fall, 2015
Due Dates: preliminary working outline is due September 29; revised outlines due Oct. 13; final term paper due on Dec.1st.
Term paper details: 15-20 pages, using standard ½ inch margins and double-spaced. Use subheadings throughout and cite all sources using APA format. The APA Manual is linked on my faculty web page.

References: be sure to review and cite the following journals if they include articles (2000-present) in your subject area: Criminology, Criminology and Public Policy, Justice Quarterly, Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, and Crime and Delinquency.
Initial outline: A 1-3 page working outline is required, along with an initial listing of five major references from leading journals. The outline should be detailed enough to allow me to follow the logic of the paper.
Model Outline: At minimum, your working outline should include each of the subheadings identified below.

Section 1: Theory of crime causation (choose one)

A. Theory and theorist description

B.  Theory origin and context (social, political)

C. Theory application to various types of crime : is the theory a general theory of crime causation, a  middle range theory( e.g.  a theory applied only to a specific group, such as juveniles), or a  crime-specific theory( why they kill)?
Section 2: A Review of the evidence

A. Has the theory been evaluated? If so, how and by whom?

B. What does the research reveal?

C. What are the strengths and limitations of the theory? Does the theory need to be revised? Is more research needed?
Section 3: Policy Implications?

A. According to the theory, how do we solve the crime problem?

B. Have we tried to solve crime based on this theory? If so,

C. What have we learned from these efforts?

