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Psychological Criminology 

 
• Psychoanalytic Theory 
• Social Learning Theory  
• Cognitive Development Theories 
• Criminal Personality 



Psychological Criminology: An 
Overview of Theory and Research 

• Sigmund Freud’s Psychoanalytic Theory 
• Eysenck’s Biologically Rooted Conditioning 

Theory 
• Bandura’s Social Learning Theory 
• Sutherland’s Theory of Differential Association 
• Kohlberg’s Cognitive Development Theory 
• Saminov and Stone: Criminal Personality 
• Caspi,et.al’s research on personality 

 
• Taxman: Criminal Thinking Tendencies 



The Contributions of Sigmund 
Freud 

• Life History: Key turning points—parents age 
difference, parenting styles), early move, death 
of sibling, mentors( lost job, hypnosis), cocaine, 
private practice 

• Theory: unconscious motives, blocked stages of 
development linked to deviant/criminal behavior. 

• Practice: Psychoanalysis 
• Method: Case Study ( Bean-Bayogg and Paul 

Lozanno—repressed memories of abuse) 
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