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Department of Philosophy

102 Olney Hall

University of Massachusetts, Lowell

Lowell, MA.  01854

Email: John_Kaag@uml.edu
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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT


Assumed in Fall 2008

· Assistant Professor of Philosophy

· University of Massachusetts, Lowell

PAST EMPLOYMENT 

2007-2008 Research Postdoctoral Fellow

· Harvard Humanities Center


2007-2008 Visiting Scholar 
· American Academy of Arts and Sciences

EDUCATIONAL RECORD


University of Oregon, 2003-2007

· Ph.D in Philosophy – Specialized in American Philosophy/ History of Philosophy  

University of Cambridge (UK), 2004-2005 

· MPhil. in International Relations, 10/2005 

· With distinction in politics and international security

· Donner Scholar  in Anglo-American Relations 

· Thesis: “The UN in History, Theory and Practice”

· MPhil. Advisor: Dr. Stefan Halper

Pennsylvania State University (Schreyer Honors College), 1998-2003

· Simultaneous BA/MA in Philosophy, with highest honors, 06/2003

· MA/Honors Thesis: “Re-turning: A Philosophic Revisiting of the Aesthetic”

· MA Advisors: Professor Douglas Anderson and Professor Dan Conway

PH.D DISSERTATION  

· “Thinking Through the Imagination:  The Aesthetic Basis of Cognition”

· Co-Chairs: Professor Scott Pratt and Professor Mark Johnson

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Books

Thinking Through the Imagination: The Role of Aesthetic Creativity in Human Cognition.

(Manuscript currently under review at Fordham University Press)  

Serving as Co-editor for Pragmatism and the Philosophy of Sport  with Douglas Anderson and Richard Lally.  (In Process)

Forgotten Movements in American Philosophy: Feminism, Pragmatism and Activism  (Proposal currently under review)

Neoconservative Images of the United Nations: American Domestic Politics and International Cooperation. (M.Phil. Thesis from University of Cambridge) VDM Verlag.  (Fall 2008.)  

Refereed Articles, Reviews and Chapters

1) “Just War?  Technology and the Legitimization of Modern Warfare.”  Cambridge Review of International Affairs. Cambridge University Press.  (Forthcoming, Fall 2010).

2) “Pragmatism and the Lessons of Expereince.” Daedalus: The Journal of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.  MIT Press. (Forthcoming, Spring 2009).

3) “You Are Getting Under My Skin: William James on the Emotions, the Social Self and Transcendence.”  Zygon: The Blackwell Journal of Science and Religion.  Blackwell Publishing. (Forthcoming Spring 2009).

4) “American Interpretations of Hegel: Josiah Royce’s Philosophy of Loyalty.”  History of Philosophy Quarterly.  (Forthcoming January 2009).  

5) “Review of The Drama of Possibility by John McDermott.”  Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Soceity.  (Forthcoming January 2009)

6) “Chance and Creativity: the Nature of Contingency in Classical American Philosophy.” The Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society.  Indiana University Press. (Fall 2008).  

7) “The neurological dynamics of the imagination.”  Phenomenology and Cognitive Neuroscience. 7:3. Springer Press (Summer 2008).  

8) “Josiah Royce, Immigration, and the Question of American Identity.”  The Pluralist.  University of Illinois Press.  3:4 (Summer 2008).

9) “Another Question Concerning Technology: The Ethics of Homeland Security Technologies.”  Homeland Security Affairs.  4:1 (Winter, 2008).

10) “Women and Forgotten Movements in American Philosophy: The Work of Ella Lyman Cabot and Mary Parker Follett”  The Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society.  Indiana University Press.  vol. XLIV, no. 1, (Win. 2008). 

11) “Continuity and Inheritance: Kant’s Third Critique and the Work of C.S. Peirce.” Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society.  vol. XLI, no. 3, Sum (2005). 

12) “Paddling in the Stream of Consciousness: Describing the Movement of Jamesian Inquiry.”  Journal of Speculative Philosophy.  20,2, Sum (2006).

13) “The Mask Unmasked: The Role of Irony in the Dialectic of Nietzsche’s Thus Spoke Zarathustra.” In  Philosophy and the Public Realm.  ed. Douglas Shrader.  Oneonta: SUNY Press, 2001.  

Encyclopedia Entries

“Charles S. Peirce’s Epistemology and Categories” Routledge Encyclopedia of American Philosophy.  (2007)
“Tychism”  Routledge Encyclopedia of American Philosophy.  (2007)

SELECTED GRADUATE AWARDS AND HONORS

· Fellowship in Naturalism and Pragmatism (The Center for Inquiry – SUNY) 2008

· Visiting Scholar Award at the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 2007-2008

· Paiedia Prize in Teaching (University of Oregon), 2007

· Donner Scholarship in Anglo-American Affairs (University of Cambridge, UK), 2005-2006)

· Greenlee Prize in American Philosophy (see publications), 2005-2006

· Peirce Award in the Advancement of American Thought at the APA, 2004

· Graduate Teaching Fellowship (University of Oregon), 2003-2005

· University of Oregon Academic Excellence Scholarship, 2005-2007

· Phi Beta Kappa, 2001-present

· International Thesis Award – France, Austria, Switzerland, Italy (PSU), 2003

· Marshal for the Department of Philosophy (PSU), 2003

· Luce Fellowship in Economics and Behavioral Studies (PSU), 2001-2003

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

“Another Question Concerning Technology: The Ethics of the Revolution in Military Affairs.” International Affairs Association. Fall 2008 – Also the Chair for the panel on “Technology and Politics.”

“Feminist Echoes: Butler and Heidegger on Libratory Politics.” Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy.  2008.

“Women and Forgotten Movements in American Philosophy.”  Eastern Division of the American Philosophical Association.  Baltimore, MD.  2008.

“A Call to Arms: William James on Militarism and Political Unity.” Central Division of the American Philosophical Association.  Chicago.  IL.  2008. (Also presented at the Eastern Division Meeting of the APA in the Group Meeting of the North American Society for Social Philosophy 2008)

“‘The Art of Awareness’: Prophecy, Musicality and Justice.”  Abraham Heschel at 100 Conference.  Baylor University. Waco, TX.  2008

“William James on Embodiment, Sociality and Transcendence.”  Society for Phenomenology and Human Sciences/ Society for Phenomenology and Existential Philosophy.  Chicago, IL.  2008.  
“Getting Under My Skin: William James on Psychology and the Social Self.”  Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy.  Charleston, SC.  2007.

“Individual Sacrifice: Royce and Howison on the Nature of Personhood.”  Eastern Division of the American Philosophical Association, Washington D.C., 2007.  

“Josiah Royce, Immigration, and the Question of American Identity.”  Pacific Division of the American Philosophical Association, Portland, 2006.   

“Paddling in the Stream of Consciousness: William James on the Habits of Thought” (discussion paper – winner of the Greenlee prize awarded to the most promising article in American philosophy written by a junior faculty member), Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, San Antonio, 2006.

 “The Morning of Painful Hypotheses: Bugbee and James on Embodiment.”  Henry Bugbee Conference, Missoula, 2005.

“Continuity and Inheritance: Kant’s Third Critique and the Work of C.S. Peirce.” (Peirce Award recipient), American Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, Boston, 2005.

“The Evolution of Philosophers” Human Behavior and Evolution Society, Rutgers University , 2002.  (presented with author, Professor Jeffrey Kurland)

“Whistler and the Painting of Atmosphere.” National Conference for Graduate Research, Lexington, 2002

“NGO Relations as Performatives for International Relations.” Naval Academy Foreign Affairs Conference, Annapolis, 2001.   

“Death and Hypocrisy in the Phaedo”  Greater Philadelphia Philosophy Consortium. 1999. 

EMPLOYMENT (TEACHING APPOINTMENTS)

Instructor, Summer Institute at the Center for Inquiry (SUNY Buffalo), 2007

· Secularism and International Relations

· Humanism, Science and Ethics

Researcher, Centre for International Studies (University of Cambridge), 2004-2005

· Under Advisor Dr. Stefan Halper

Instructor, Lane Community College, 2005-2007 (During Graduate School)
· Religions of India: Hinduism and Buddhism

· History of Judaism and Christianity

· Introduction to the Bible

Instructor, University of Oregon, Summer 2004/2005/2007

· Philosophy and Cultural Diversity

· Introduction to Philosophy

· Asian Philosophy

Teaching Assistant, University of Oregon, 2003-2007

· Modern Philosophy 

· Introduction to Philosophy

· Human Nature

· Advanced Logic and Critical Thinking (Spring 2003/2006/2007)

· Philosophy and Cultural Diversity

· Ethics

Teaching Assistant, Pennsylvania State University, 2002-2003

· Global Trends (an honors course in the political science department)

· Introduction to Game Theory (as Luce Fellow in the economics department)

Teaching Assistant, Center for Talented Youth, Stanford University, Summer 2000

· Model United Nations

· Existentialism

EMPLOYMENT (OTHER)

Research Assistant, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Washington 

DC. 2003.  

Hired Speech Writer for Dr. Stefan Halper 

· “Tennyson’s Couplet: Common Threat and Military Response,” Bellagio Conference on NATO Force Projection. Rockefeller Foundation. Bellagio; Italy, 2005.

Rowing Coach, Magdalene College, Cambridge, 2004-2005

Research Assistant in Philosophical Logic, University of Oregon,  2007

· Under the Direction of Professor Scott Pratt

TEACHING INTERESTS

History of Philosophy






Asian Philosophy

Logic/Epistemology






Philosophy of Mind

Ethics








Aesthetics

Author courses on Kant, Peirce, Dewey, James and Royce
 

Moral Psychology 




 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND SERVICE

Affiliate, Department of Gender Studies.  University of Massachusetts, Lowell.  

Member, American Philosophical Association

Member, Humanities Council of Harvard University

Member, International Studies Association

Member, Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy

Manuscript Reviewer for Francis and Taylor Publications/CRC (2 books)

Manuscrpt Reviewer for the Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society, 2007-present (6 articles)

Head of Committee for Prospective Graduate Students, University of Oregon, 2003 

Assistant Crew Coach, University of Oregon, 2003

Schreyer Honors College Advisory Board (Student Chair), 2002-2003

Kellogg Leadership Roundtable (Student Representative, PSU), 2002

Scholar Assistant (Schreyer Honors College, PSU), 2001-2002

Big Brother Big Sister Program of Reading and Centre County, 1999-2002

LANGUAGES

German: translation

Latin: translation

French: translation

Arabic: conversation/introductory

REFERENCES

Dr. Scott Pratt





Dr. Mark Johnson

Department of Philosophy



Department of Philosophy

University of Oregon




University of Oregon

Eugene, OR, 97402




Eugene, OR, 97402

Phone: 541-346-5549




Phone: 541-346-5548

spratt@uoregon.edu




markj@uoregon.edu 

Dr. Douglas Anderson


            

Dr. Daniel Conway


Department of Philosophy



Department of Philosophy 

Southern Illinois University



Texas A&M University            Carbondale, IL, 62901




314 Bolton Hall

Phone: 618-453-7435




College Station, TX.  

dra3@siu.edu 





conway@philosophy.tamu.edu 

