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Course Description


This course will survey major developments in modern world history from the middle of the eighteenth century through the present.  Its main overarching theme will be the rise of modernity in global context and the conflicts and enduring dilemmas that modernity has generated.  In addition to textbook and lecture overview, the course will involve direct interpretation of original source materials, including political documents, literary, religious and philosophical texts, art and architecture.  Our principal aim throughout will be to habituate ourselves to the method of the historian: raising historical questions, critically reading evidence, forming and testing interpretations.     

Course Objectives


After taking the course, students should be able to

· identify and analyze the main themes and problems of modern world 
history

· read and analyze original historical source materials and use them as 
evidence for historical explanations 

· synthesize information from original source documents, textbook, lecture 
and class discussion in essays and examinations

· demonstrate improvement in written work

Required Texts


The following are required texts for the course.  They are available at the University bookstore, and should be purchased as soon as possible.  As these books are widely used in World Civilization survey courses, they should be available in cheaper used versions as well.  All images shown in class will be housed on the course website, and I will provide any supplementary readings directly in class or online.  Since much of the work of the course will consist of primary source analysis, students are required to bring the Andrea/Overfield “The Human Record” source book to class every day.
Jerry Bentley and Herb Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the 
Past, Volume C, 1750-present, Third Edition (McGraw-Hill, 2006).

Alfred Andrea and James Overfield, The Human Record: Sources of Global History, 
Volume II, Since 1500 (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2005).

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (New York: Anchor, 1994)
Course Website


The course website is at http://continuinged.uml.edu/online

The website is an essential component of the course.  You should go to the web address as soon as possible, bookmark it, confirm your registration to obtain a user name and password, and log on.   

This course employs the WebCT course management software for housing required course materials, and facilitating class discussion and email communication.  I will be using it as the principal interface for the course, outside of our regular class meetings, and you should be checking it every day or two for announcements and other important materials.  Please contact me if you are having any difficulties whatsoever in accessing or using it.   
Course Requirements

The work of the course will break down as follows: 



first unit quiz and worksheet 20%


second unit worksheet and paper 20%


third unit paper 20%


final exam 25%


class discussion 15%

Due dates for the assignments are provided below.  I cannot accept late work unless arrangements are made well in advance (24 hours at least).  The penalty for late work is one half-letter grade per day.  

On Class Discussion:


Class discussion is a central part of this course, and students will be required to participate in an active and informed way in those discussions.  Each class will center around direct analysis and discussion of documents from the Human Record reader and PowerPoint images.  In addition, students will sign up at the beginning of the term to be “primary discussant” during a single class of their choosing at some point over the course of the semester.  I will also provide occasions over the course of the semester for involvement via the course website, and this involvement will be considered formal participation.  These will be combined with a grade for daily participation, to produce an overall class discussion grade.  Lateness and/or incomplete preparation for the discussion will lower the participation grade, as will any more than three absences.

Schedule of Classes

9/5
Course Introduction; what does it mean to be “modern”?

Unit One:  “Revolutions” of the Atlantic World, 1750-1848

9/7  
A Modern View of Human Nature:  The Enlightenment  



Human Record: 158-160


handouts: 



    
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, “Emile”




John Locke, “On Human Understanding”



key questions:



What does it mean for Locke to assert that the human mind is a blank slate 


(tabula rasa)?



What is toleration, according to Voltaire, and why is it important?



Why, according to Rousseau, are books “the curse of childhood”?



terms to know:  Enlightenment, toleration
9/12
Democratic Revolutions in Europe and the Americas



Bentley and Ziegler: 781-790



Human Record:  188-200


key questions: 


What, according to the textbook, were the factors that brought about the 



American and French Revolutions?



What were the main principles of the American and French Revolutions, 



as embodied in "Common Sense" and the Declaration of Rights of 



Man and Citizen?



What do the textbook authors mean in saying that “the French Revolution 



was a more radical affair than its American counterpart”?



terms to know:  popular sovereignty, Declaration of the Rights of Man and 




Citizen, "Common Sense" 
9/14 
The Spread of Revolution: Europe, the Caribbean, Latin America



Bentley and Ziegler: 791-805



Human Record, 200-203


key questions:



How did slavery and women's rights "test the limits of revolutionary 



ideals", according to the textbook? To what degree, if any, did 



slaves and women gain benefits from these revolutions? 



How did Napoleon Bonaparte, Toussaint Louverture and Simon Bolivar 




extend and/or corrupt revolutionary ideals?





terms to know:  Olympe de Gouges, Toussaint Louverture, Simon Bolivar

9/19 
Economic Modernity in the 'Atlantic System':  The Case of Coffee



*in-class quiz
9/21 
Capitalism and the Factory



Bentley and Ziegler: 815-825



Human Record, 169-173


handout: “Factory Rules”



key questions:



Explain these basic principles of Adam Smith's economic theory: division 



of labor, supply and demand, the free market.



How, according to the textbook, did industrialization transform economies 


in Western Europe?



Was the industrial factory more a rational or a dehumanizing environment 



in your view?


terms to know:  free market capitalism, the factory system
9/26
The Social and Global Impact of Industrialization



Bentley and Ziegler: 825-842


Human Record:  265-281


key questions:



What were the main features of the "industrial society" that emerged in 



Europe and America in the nineteenth century?



What was the impact of the Industrial Revolution upon family life?



How did socialists challenge the new capitalist order?



How was the Industrial Revolution experienced in Russia and Japan?



terms to know:  urbanization, socialism


*first draft of worksheet due
Unit Two:  Nations, Empires and Colonies, 1848-1914
9/28 
“Societies at Crossroads”: The Russian and Ottoman Cases



Bentley and Ziegler: 879-892



Human Record: 327-330


key questions:



What were the main reasons for the decline of the Ottoman Empire in the 



nineteenth century, and how did reformers attempt to address the 



Empire's problems? 



Why did the Crimean War prompt Russian leaders to attempt to 




modernize the country, and how did they do so?



Why was Russia socially and politically unstable at the turn of the 




century?



terms to know: Young Turks, Emancipation of the Serfs, Revolution of 



1905

*worksheet due



10/3
Continuity and Change in China and Japan



Bentley and Ziegler: 892-905 


Human Record:  349-361

key questions:



What does it mean to say the Chinese Empire was "under siege" in the 



nineteenth century?



What specific reforms did the Meiji government enact to modernize 



Japan? 



What were the different reactions in Japan to the influence of the West and 


to modernization in Japan?



terms to know:  Opium War, Boxer Rebellion, Meiji Restoration
10/5
The Eiffel Tower and the Javanese Dancer:  The New Imperialism



Bentley and Ziegler: 909-930



Human Record:  301-304



Rudyard Kipling, “White Man’s Burden”, Bentley and Ziegler, 913



course website: view "1889 World's Fair"



key questions:



What were the main motives for European imperialism?



Why, according to Kipling, was imperialism a “burden” Westerners had to 


take on?



What are the three main justifications Jules Ferry gives for French 




imperialism?



terms to know:  British India, "Scramble for Africa", South Africa/Boer 



War 

10/10
*Monday Schedule: No Class
10/12
Pre-Colonial Africa: An African View 



Achebe: Things Fall Apart, chapters 1-13





key questions:


What are the main features of Ibo society, as Achebe depicts it in Things 



Fall Apart?


What kind of person is Okonkwo, and what is his relationship to his 



society?


*worksheet due

10/17
Imperialism’s Impact



Bentley and Ziegler: 930-939




Achebe: Things Fall Apart, chapter 14-finish



Human Record:  315-319


key questions:


According to the textbook, was the economic legacy of imperialism more 



a positive or a negative one?



To what degree did imperialism create the conditions for enduring conflict 


within the colonies?



What are the meanings of Achebe's title, Things Fall Apart?


terms to know:  labor migration, racism 



10/19 
European Militarism and the Road to War



Human Record:  293-296


*in-class discussion of essay-writing


Unit Three:  Crisis and Cataclysm, 1914-1945

10/24 
The Ordeal of Total War:  World War I




Bentley and Ziegler:  945-961



Human Record: 377-381


course website: view images of Otto Dix, "War"



key questions:



What were the main causes of the war?



What does it mean to say that World War I was a “total war”?



Why was World War I so traumatizing for the soldiers who fought it?



terms to know:  alliance system, home front, Gallipoli

*Unit Two Paper Due

10/26  
An Uneasy Peace



Bentley and Ziegler: 961-974



Human Record: 381-384


course website: view "WWI Peace Settlement maps"



key questions:



Why was the revolution in Russia in 1917 such a significant historical 



event?



How successful were diplomats at the Paris Peace Conference in creating 



the conditions for a lasting world peace?



terms to know:  Lenin, Wilson's 14 Points, Mandate System
10/31
Liberal Crisis and the Communist and Fascist Alternatives



Bentley and Ziegler:  977-985 (skim); 985-1001



Human Record:  394-399


course website: view "Nazi electoral propaganda posters"



key questions: 



What does it mean to say the 1920’s and 1930’s were an “Age of 




Anxiety”?



What were the causes and consequences of the Great Depression?



What were the main beliefs and aims of fascism?



terms to know:  John Maynard Keynes, Adolph Hitler, Five Year Plans 

11/2  
Nationalism and Revolt in Asia:  India and the Middle East



Bentley and Ziegler: 1005-1008 


Human Record: 430-445


key questions:



What is Gandhi's critique of British rule in India, and why does he 




recommend nonviolence (satyagraha) as a strategy for Indian 



independence?



What are the main differences and similarities between Mustafa Kemal 



and the Muslim Brotherhood in their visions of the future of the 



Middle East? 



terms to know:  Indian National Congress, Mustafa Kemal, Muslim 



Brotherhood
11/7
Nationalism, Communism and War in Asia:  Japan and China


Bentley and Ziegler: 1008-1014 



Human Record: 399-404; 456-465


key questions:



What explains the rise of ultra-nationalist politics in Japan? 



How does Mao Zedong adapt Marxism to Chinese conditions? What is the



military strategy he proposes for the Chinese Communist Army?



How did Japan and China come into conflict in the 1930's, and what were 



the Japanese objectives in pursuing aggression in Asia? 



terms to know:  Chinese Civil War, Manchuria

11/9
World War II



Bentley and Ziegler: 1031-1047



key questions:



What specific events in Europe and Asia brought about the second World 



War?



What were the similarities and differences in the conduct of World War I 



and World War II?




terms to know:  Rape of Nanjing, Blitzkrieg, Operation Barbarossa

11/14 
Modern Atrocities: The Holocaust and Hiroshima



Bentley and Ziegler:  1047-1055



Human Record:  405-418


key questions:



What was the impact of the war upon civilian populations? 



What insight does the memoir of Rudolf Höss provide into how the 



Holocaust could happen? 



Why was the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki undertaken, and 


was it in your view justifiable? 



What particular aspects of the two first-person survivor accounts of the 



atomic bombing of Hiroshima strike you as most significant?



terms to know:  Final Solution, Hiroshima

Unit Four:  Global Realignments, 1945-Present

11/16 
The Postwar Order: Cold War and the Superpowers



Bentley and Ziegler: 1063-1077



Human Record:  469-477


key questions:


How did the United States and Soviet Union go so quickly from allies to 



antagonists in the first years after the war?  How exactly did the 



two countries view one another in these years?



How did the Cold War shape the conflicts in Korea and Cuba?



What were the main features of Cold War societies?


*Unit Three paper due
11/20 
Decolonization in Asia, 1945-1968



Bentley and Ziegler: 1095-1106



key questions:



Did India’s path to independence after the war represent more a success or 


failure of Gandhi’s vision?



How did Israel become an independent state after the war, and what were 



the consequences for the region of the Middle East?
 



terms to know:  Partition of India, Suez Crisis
*11/22-11/26
Thanksgiving Vacation

11/28
Crises of the Cold War Order, 1968-1989



Bentley and Ziegler: 1077-1090



Human Record:  511-515


key questions:



What were the main "challenges to superpower hegemony" during the 



Cold War, according to the textbook?



How did the conflicts in Vietnam and Afghanistan relate to the Cold War?



What specific events in the 1980's brought on the end of the Cold War and 


Soviet Communism?



terms to know: Prague Spring, Mikhail Gorbachev 
11/30 
After Independence:  Post-Colonial Patterns and Dilemmas



Bentley and Ziegler: 1113-1123


Human Record:  482-494


key questions:


How and why did Deng Xiaoping propose a change in course for China?



What is “Islamism”, and why did it grow in popularity in the 1970’s and 



1980’s?



What were the common economic and political challenges faced by Latin 



American nations in the 1950's-1980's?



terms to know:  Chinese Cultural Revolution, Iranian Revolution

12/5 
 Post-Colonial Africa:  The Disappointments of Independence?



Bentley and Ziegler:  1107-1113; 1123-1127



"Kwame Nkrumah on African Unity", Bentley and Ziegler, p.1112


key questions:  



Why did Kwame Nkrumah believe pan-African unity to be the most 



promising course for the newly independent nations of Africa?



What economic and political problems have plagued Nigeria in the period 



of its independence, and to what degree have those been shared by 



other African nations?
12/7 
Globalization, Economic and Cultural



Bentley and Ziegler: 1131-1142



Human Record:  525-537


key questions:



What is globalization?



What are the two sides in the debate over global free trade, as represented 



by the opposing documents in the Human Record? 



Is globalization, in your view, more a hopeful or worrisome development?
12/12 
Challenges of the Global Present



Bentley and Ziegler: 1142-1165



Human Record:  515-525


key questions:



What does it mean to say that AIDS, the environment and human rights 



are “global” issues?



What is the relationship between political terrorism and globalization?

12/14  
Final Exam review

*Final Examination

