American Political Thought 46.307.201

Reading Questions for Unit 3 – Anti-Slavery
Note: These questions are strictly designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the readings.  Consequently, your answers need not include analysis or background information.

Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, then print and bring to class on Thursday, 2/10.  If you have trouble answering any of these questions, please consult the secondary sources included on the background information page.
Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.

Name:  
1. Fill in blanks.  In  “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July,” Frederick Douglass declared:  

This celebration also marks the beginning of another year of your national life; and reminds you that the Republic of America is now ___ years old. I am glad, fellow-citizens, that your nation is so young. _______________, though a good old age for a man, is but a mere speck in the life of a nation. Three score years and ten is the allotted time for individual men; but nations number their years by thousands. According to this fact, you are, even now, only in the beginning of your national career, still lingering in the ___________________.
2. In  “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July,” Frederick Douglass characterized those who waged the War of Independence as “peace men.”  However, Douglass argued:
…they preferred ___________ to peaceful submission to ________. They were quiet men; but they did not shrink from agitating against oppression. They showed forbearance; but that they knew its limits. They believed in order; but not in the order of _______. With them, nothing was "_______" that was not right. With them, justice, liberty and humanity were "final;" not _________________. You may well cherish the memory of such men. They were great in their day and generation. Their solid manhood stands out the more as we contrast it with _________________.
3. In  “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July,” Douglass observed:
I am ____________ within the pale of this glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the immeasurable ___________. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not _______________. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is shared by you, ____________.
4. In  “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July,” Douglass defined the meaning of the holiday for those in bondage:
What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July? I answer: a day that reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the _____________________________to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is __________; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are ________________; your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, ____________; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy - ___________ to cover up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices, more __________________, than are the people of these United States, at this ____________.
5. What Act of Congress, in Douglass’s view, obliterated all distinctions between North and South in the era of slavery?
6. In “Slavery in Massachusetts,” Henry David Thoreau declared:

They who have been bred in the school of politics fail now and always to ____________. Their measures are half measures and makeshifts merely. They put off the day of settlement indefinitely, and meanwhile the debt accumulates. Though the __________________ (6) had not been the subject of discussion on that occasion, it was at length faintly resolved by my townsmen, at an adjourned meeting, as I learn, that the compromise compact of 1820 having been repudiated by one of the parties, "Therefore,... the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 must be __________." But this is not the reason why an iniquitous law should be repealed. The fact which the politician faces is merely that there is less honor among thieves than was supposed, and not the fact that ________________.
7. In “Slavery in Massachusetts,” Thoreau observed:

Three years ago, also, just a week after the authorities of Boston assembled to carry back a perfectly innocent man, and one whom they knew to be innocent, into ________,(12) the inhabitants of Concord caused the bells to be rung and the cannons to be fired, to celebrate their liberty — and the courage and love of liberty of their ancestors who fought at the bridge.(13) As if those three millions had fought for the right to _______________, but to hold in __________three million others.
8. According to Thoreau, “The law will never make men _____; it is men who have got to make the law ____. They are the lovers of law and order who _____________ when the government _________.”

9. In “Slavery in Massachusetts,” Thoreau called for a concerted attack on the popular press:
Among measures to be adopted, I would suggest to make as earnest and vigorous an assault on the press as has already been made, and with effect, on the church. The church has much improved within a few years; but the press is, almost without exception, _______. I believe that in this country the press exerts a greater and a more pernicious influence than the church did in its worst period. We are not a religious people, but we are a nation of __________. We do not care for the _______, but we do care for the ___________. At any meeting of politicians — like that at Concord the other evening, for instance — how impertinent it would be to quote from the Bible! how pertinent to quote from a newspaper or from the Constitution! The newspaper is a _______which we read every morning and every afternoon, standing and sitting, riding and walking. It is a _______ which every man carries in his pocket, which lies on every table and counter, and which the mail, and thousands of missionaries, are continually dispersing. It is, in short, the ____________ which America has printed and which America ________.
10. In “Slavery in Massachusetts,” Thoreau wondered:

Will mankind never learn that policy is _____________ — that it never secures any moral right, but considers merely what is _________? chooses the available candidate — who is invariably the Devil — and what right have his constituents to be surprised, because the Devil does not behave like an angel of light? What is wanted is men, not of policy, but of probity — ______________________________________, or the __________________. The fate of the country does not depend on how you vote at the polls — the worst man is as strong as the best at that game; it does not depend on what kind of paper you drop into the ballot-box once a year, but on what kind of man you drop from your chamber _____________.
11. In a few complete sentences, summarize some of the major parallels between “What to the Slave is the Fourth of July” and “Slavery in Massachusetts.”
