Political Thought, Assignment 6

Intro to Political Thought
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assignment 6: Theorizing Postmodern Politics & Society

Due via e-mail by midnight on Sunday, 4/3 and in class on Mon, 4/4.

Note: These questions are strictly designed to ensure that you are keeping up with the readings.  Consequently, your answers need not include analysis or background information.
Instructions:  Hit “Reply All” after you fill in answers or copy the questions below and paste them into the body of an email, type in your answers, and send it without attachments to Susan_Gallagher@uml.edu.    

Note: Foucault is notoriously hard to understand.  I will do my best to clarify some of his ideas, but part of his message is that we tend to reinforce oppressive power relations when we assume that we have reached some indisputable truth.  In his world, confusion and uncertainty can be signs of significant insight.  
From Foucault: 
1. “________________________________ is one of the characteristic traits of our society. It's a type of power that is applied to individuals in the form of ______________________________________, in the form of _____________________________________________, and in the form of _________________, that is, the molding and transformation of individuals in terms of certain norms. This threefold aspect of panopticism ____________________________________ - seems to be a fundamental and characteristic dimension of the power relations that exist in our society.”

2. According to Foucault, what are “the three great systems of exclusion governing discourse?” [p. 2]



3. Every educational system is a __________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________, with the knowledge and the powers it carries with it.

4. In the sense that this slender wedge I intend to slip into the history of ideas consists not in dealing with meanings possibly lying behind this or that discourse, but _____________________________________________________________, I fear I recognize in this wedge a tiny (odious, too, perhaps) device permitting the introduction, into the very roots of thought, of notions of _________________________________________.

From Rawls’ Theory of Justice
5. Each person possesses an inviolability founded on justice that ________________________ __________________. For this reason, justice denies that the loss of freedom for some is made right by a _________________________________________________. It does not allow that the sacrifices imposed _________________________ are outweighed by the larger sum of advantages _____________________________. Therefore, in a just society the liberties of equal citizenship are taken as settled; the rights secured by justice are not subject to political bargaining or to the calculus of social interests. The only thing that permits us to acquiesce in an erroneous theory is the lack of a better one; analogously, ___________ ____________ is tolerable only when it is necessary to avoid an _________________ _________________.

6. My aim is to present a conception of justice which generalizes and carries to a higher level of abstraction the familiar theory of the social contract as found, say, in Locke, Rousseau, and Kant. In order to do this, we are not to think of the original contract as one to enter a particular society or to set up a particular form of government. Rather, the guiding idea is that the _________________________________________________________ are the object of the ________________________________________. They are the principles that _________________________________________________________________________________ in an initial _________________________________________ as defining the fundamental terms of their association. These principles are to regulate all further agreements; they specify the kinds of social cooperation that can be entered into and the forms of government that can be established. This way of regarding the principles of justice I shall call ________ _________________.
[Same paragraph continued:]
7. Thus we are to imagine that those who engage in social cooperation __________________, in one joint act, the principles which are ____________________________________________ and to determine the ________________________________________________. Men are to decide in advance how they are to regulate their claims against one another and what is to be the ________________________________________________________. Just as each person must decide by rational reflection what constitutes his good, that is, the system of ends which it is rational for him to pursue, so a group of persons must decide once and for all what is to count among them as just and unjust. The choice which rational men would make in this __________________________________________________________, assuming for the present that this choice problem has a solution, determines the ____________________________________.

8. Among the essential features of [the original position] is that _______________________ his place in society, his class position or social status, nor ______________________________________ in the distribution of natural assets and abilities, his intelligence, strength, and the like. I shall even assume that the parties do not know their conceptions of the good or their special psychological propensities. The principles of justice are chosen behind _________________________.


9. The intuitive idea is that since everyone's well-being depends upon a scheme of cooperation without which _____________________________________________, the division of advantages should be such as to draw forth the _______________________ ________________________________________________________. Yet this can be expected only if reasonable terms are proposed. The two principles mentioned seem to be a fair agreement on the basis of which those better endowed, or more fortunate in their social position, _________________________________________________, could expect the ______________________________________________________ when some workable scheme is a necessary condition of __________________________________.
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