The American Indian
Fall 2006 – Monday and Wednesday 2:00-3:15 p.m.

Instructor: Christoph Strobel

Office hours: Coburn 107: M/W/F 9-11 and by appt.
Home Phone: (978) 934-4263                                 e-mail: Christoph_Strobel@uml.edu
Course Description:

This course is an overview of the history of the first peoples of North America from pre-European contact to the present. It will provide a chronological sense of history, while focusing on American Indians’ perspectives of the past through discussion of their cultures and societies and the meaning of historical change for their lives. It will also emphasize the contributions of the first peoples to the broader course of American history. The course will offer a general framework for understanding indigenous Americans and their historical experiences by exploring the forces of continuity and change that have shaped Native Americans’ lives through time and space. This view will stress the ongoing presence of American Indian peoples and their efforts to preserve the integrity and viability of their dynamic, self-directed societies and cultures.

Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and Participation:

Attendance and participation in class are an important part of the course! Come to class and discussion. In this course the two depend heavily on one another. What you learn in lecture is crucial to understanding the readings and you will only benefit from lectures, course materials, and readings by participating in discussion. In class discussions and lectures I expect you to be engaged and to participate. I also expect you to look interested! Looking interested when you are bored is a great skill to master.

2. Required Readings:

Hoxie and Iverson, Indians in American History
Colin Calloway, ed., The World Turned Upside Down
Colin Calloway, ed., Our Hearts Fell to the Ground

Peter Iverson, ‘We Are Still Here’: American Indians in the Twentieth Century
And various handouts
3. Short reaction-papers: (2-3 pages) 
4. Take Home Exams:

There will be two exams – a mid term and a final. Both exams will be take-home and should be 7-8 pages long.

Assignments & Grading:

1. Class Participation/Attendance: 20% (Includes short papers)

2. Mid-term and final: 80% (40 % each)

3. You are expected to turn your work in on time. Late assignments and missed exams will be penalized unless there is a just cause!

Part One: Situating Native Americans
Week One: Native Identities and Representation
Reading: Berkhofer, The White Man’s Indian (handout); Ortiz, “Indian/White Relations” (IIAH)
Week Two: Native Identities and Representation
Reading: James Brown, “Before Columbus” (IIAH), 
Week Three: Before Columbus
Reading: Calloway, World, 1-41; Salisbury, “The Indians Old World” (IIAH)
First Reaction Paper due on Native American Identities and Representation (TBA)
Part Two: American Indian Peoples and European Colonizers
Week Four: When Worlds Collide // Native Americans and the Spanish Borderlands
Reading: Dobyns, “The Colonial Spanish Borderlands,” (IIAH) Calloway, World 43-77
Week Five: Early French and English Contacts
Reading: Calloway, World, 78-113; 
Week Six: Video: Black Robe // Discussion Native Americans and film
Reading: Ward Churchill, “And they did it like Dogs in the Dirt” (hand out); Merrell, “The Indians New World” (hand out); Calloway, World, 115-169 
Week Seven: Fur Trade and English Colonization 

Second Reaction Paper on Black Robe and Churchill’s Critique (TBA)
Reading: Calloway, Hearts, 1-8, 31-56; Mankiller, 123-129 
Week Eight: The Eighteenth Century and the Revolution
Reading: Calloway, World, 170-183; Morrison, “Native Americans and the American Revolution” (IIAH)
Part Three: Confronting Ethnic Cleansing, 1775-1890
Week Nine: Native Americans of the Old Northwest/Revitalization
Reading: Brown, “Cherokee Removal” (hand out); Edmunds, “National Expansion from the Indian Perspective” (IIAH)
Week Ten: Indian Territory & U.S. Expansion
Reading: Hagan, “How the West Was Lost” (IIAH); Calloway, Hearts, 8-14, 89-123;
Week Eleven: End of the Buffalo Road
Reading: Iverson, 10-52; Calloway, Hearts, 14-28;
Part Four: Surviving Modern America
Week Twelve: Reservations and Revitalization / Allotment and Boarding Schools  
Reading: Iverson, 53-102; Calloway, Hearts, 168-180; Hoxie, “Reformers and American Indians” (IIAH);
Week Thirteen: The Hard Deal and the New Deal

Reading: Josephy, “Modern America and the Indian” (IIAH); West and Gover, “The Struggle for Indian Civil Rights” (IIAH); Hoikkala, “American Indian Women in the Twentieth Century” (IIAH)
Week Fourteen: Termination / “Red Power”
Reading: Iverson, 103-174;  
Week Fifteen: Paths to the Future: Self-determination, meanings, prospects 
Reading: Iverson, 176-211
Final Papers Due!!! Time and Place TBA
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