History 106                                                                   University of Massachusetts Lowell
                                                                                                           Department of History
The Modern World (Since 1400)

Fall 2006
Instructor: Christoph Strobel

Office Hours: Mon/Wed/Fri 9-11 and by appt. (Coburn 107)
Telephone: (978) 934-4263
E-mail: Christoph_Strobel@uml.edu
Course Description:

In a period of intensifying globalization a basic understanding of our world is increasingly important. The main purpose of this course is to expose students to the global processes that have shaped our modern world since roughly the year 1400. Taking on a global and comparative perspective, this course will help students to develop a topical, chronological, and geographical understanding of global history and cultures. The course will provide insights into various economic, cultural, political, ideological, religious, and social systems. It will furnish an ideal background for people interested in history, economics, business, international law and politics, or anyone curious to learn more about world cultures and the forces that have shaped them.

Course Requirements:
1. Attendance and Participation:

Attendance and participation in class are an important part of the course! Come to class and discussion. In this course the two depend heavily on one another. What you learn in lecture is crucial to understanding the readings and you will only benefit from lectures and readings by participating in discussion. In class discussions and lectures I expect you to be engaged and to participate. I also expect you to look interested! Looking interested when you are bored is a great skill to master for any professional career.

2. Required Texts:
Bentley, Ziegler, Traditions and Encounters

Sanders et. Al., Encounters in World History
Handouts (TBA)
Assignments and Grading: 

1. Class Participation/Attendance: 10%
2. Three Exams: 90% (30% each)
PART ONE: GLOBAL CONNECTIONS AND DIVERSITY: THE INDIAN OCEAN WORLD  SYSTEM, 1200-1800

Week One: 

Reading: Sanders, 1-19
Week Two: 

Reading: Sanders, ch. 1; Bentley, ch. 23
Week Three: 

Reading: Sanders, ch. 2 / Bentley, ch. 25, 24

PART THREE: NON-WESTERN PEOPLES AND EARLY WESTERN EXPANSION,   1450-1600

Week Four: 

Reading: Sanders, ch. 3 / Bentley, ch. 26
Week Five: Exam 1 

Reading: study and catch up
PART FOUR: SLAVERY, THE MAKING OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN SYSTEM, AND MERCANTILE CAPITALISM, 1500-1850
Week Six: 
            Reading: Sanders, ch 5 / Bentley, 27, 28
Week Seven:                   
                                   

             Reading: Sanders, ch. 4, 6, 7 / Bentley, 29, 31
PART FIVE: INDUSTRIAL CAPITALISM, NATIONALISM, AND EMPIRE, 1750-1960     
Week Eight: 
            Reading: Sanders, ch. 7 / Bentley, 30
Week Nine: 
Reading: Sanders, ch 8-9 / Bentley, 32-33
Week Ten: Exam 2

Reading: Catch up and study
PART SIX: NATIONALISM AND LIBERATION, 1900-1960
Week Eleven:
            Reading: Primary documents on nationalism (Ghandi, Nehru, etc.)   
Week Twelve:

Reading: Sanders, ch. 11-12 / Bentley, ch. 34, 35, 37
PART SEVEN: COLD WAR, NEO-COLONIALISM, GLOBALIZATION, 1945-PRESENT
Week Thirteen: 

Reading: Sanders, ch. 13 / Bentley, 36, 38
Week Fourteen:  

Reading: Sanders, ch. 14 / Bentley, 39          
Week Fifteen:

Reading: Sanders, ch. 15 / Bentley, ch. 40

FINAL EXAM TBA!
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