Modern Africa
Instructor: Christoph Strobel

Office: Coburn 107
Phone: 934-4263
e-mail: Christoph_Strobel@uml.edu
Office hours: M and W 9-11 and by appt.
This course provides a basic introduction to the history of the African continent. It will expose students to the processes and patterns that have shaped modern African history. The course examines the historical roots of the many challenges that the continent faces today. But, at the same time, it will also provide students with the knowledge to shatter the myths and stereotypes about Africa.  
Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and Participation

Attendance and participation are an important part of the course. Come to class and discussion. In this course the two depend heavily on one another. What you learn in lecture is crucial to understanding the reading and you will only benefit from lectures, course materials, and readings by participating in discussion. In class discussions and lectures I expect to be engaged and to participate. I also expect you to look interested. Looking interested when you are bored is a great skill to master.
2. Required Readings:

Sundiata, An Epic of Old Mali

Source Reader

Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost

Wright, The World in A Very Small Place in Africa
Achebe, A Man of the People

Handouts and Materials on Current Events
3. Reading Response Exercises:

You will be required to turn in several short writing assignments on the readings (about 2-3 pages). These should help you to engage with the reading and should provide a basis for discussion.

4. Exams will be “ID” format. I will provide you with approximately eight terms (people, events, key terms) and you chose five and write a long paragraph. You will need to identify the term, place it in its historical context and, most importantly, discuss why it is significant.

5. There will be no make up Quizzes.

Assignments and Grading:

Attendance, Participation, Quizzes: 20%

Reader Responses: 30%

Midterm: 25%
Final: 25%

Section 1: Course Introduction: Stereotypes and Early African History (weeks 1-3)


Reading: Ibn Battuta; Azurara; Anonymous (Source Reader)


Sundiata (Readers Response Due Sept. 11)


Wright, ch. 1, 2  
Section 2: The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade (weeks 3-5)
Topics: Atlantic Slave Trade and the Invention of Racism; African Kingdoms and the Slave Trade; North Africa and the Slave Trade
Readings: Equiano, Interesting Narrative (Source) 


     Balewa, Shahu Umar Readers (RR due week 2)


     Wright, ch. 3, 4
Section 3: Islam and Colonialism, Colonial Rule and Africans (weeks 6-10)

Topics: West Africa in the Nineteenth Century: New Economic and Cultural Influences, Islam, “Legitimate Commerce;” The Scramble For Africa; Undermining of African Societies; Emergence of White Settler States; Emergence of New African Elite; African Capacities and Colonization
Readings: Wright, ch. 5, 6

     Dupuis, Livingstone, Berlin Conference, Lugard

  Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost (RR week 9)

!!!Mid-Term (week 7)!!!
Section 4: The Struggle for Independence (weeks 10-11)
Topics: Nationalism; Pan Africanism

Readings: Handout

     Senghor, OAU, Steve Biko(Source Reader)


     Wright, ch. 7
Section 5: Colonial Legacies: Post or Neo Colonial Africa? (week 12-15)

Topics: “The Black Man’s Burden?;” Corruption; T-Shirt Travels and other Issues of Globalization, Current Events
Readings: Achebe, A Man of the People (RR due week 13)

     Wright, ch. 8, epilogue


     Current Event/Recent History Handouts

!!!Final TBA!!!
