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The Assistive Technology Program (ATP)

Assistive Technology is the application of 
engineering and science to build solutions to 
help physically and mentally disabled 
individuals in their daily life
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• Every Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Engineering senior does an AT project

– ECE undergrad program for 15 years
– Nationally recognized –senior projects 

published in NSF report

• Program supports over 20 local agencies

• Funded by the Zuckerberg trust fund, NSF
•
• Service to an underserved community of 

mentally and physically disabled clients

• Students become more socially aware 
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ATP offers opportunities for 
interdisciplinary projects

Motorized Trike

Page turner Portable Wheelchair
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Examples of 
Assistive Technology Tools

• Voice recognition
• Chip accelerometers (senses motion)
• Touch screens
• Environmental Controls 
• Biological sensors – like the “Mind Mouse”
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Special Need Education.
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Employment opportunity
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Creating Independence
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Life altering Event
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National Scholar Award for 
Workplace Innovation & Design 

• to encourage the development of creative 
technological solutions for barriers that 
prevent people with disabilities from entering 
or advancing in the workplace 

• The National Scholar Award is open to any 
college student or student team at the 
graduate or undergraduate level.

• September 1, 2008 through April 24, 2009 
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2008-2009 NISH 
National Scholar Award!

• Program participants are strongly encouraged
to enter the National Scholar Award Competition.

• Cash Prizes up to $10,000 are awarded,
• With matching amounts given to the educational 

institution’s department.
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2008-2009 NISH 
National Scholar Award!

• − The project must involve the development of assistive 
technology. Applications for all assistive technology will be 
considered, but preference will be given for technology
intended to impact the occupational potential of a client.

• − Student teams must be enrolled in a design course in an 
Engineering or Technology department.

• − Students teams must be supervised by a faculty member.



14

2008-2009 NISH 
National Scholar Award!

• Program participants will be invited to
attend the Design in Engineering Education
Division’s special panel session
and/or workshop at the 2009 Annual
conference and exhibition in Austin, TX.
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Quiz

• What is Assisted Technology Program (ATP)?


