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1.4 “The She-Wolf” 

But the Fates had, I believe, already decreed the origin of this great city and the foundation of the 
mightiest empire under heaven. The Vestal was forcibly violated and gave birth to twins. She named 
Mars as their father, either because she really believed it, or because the fault might appear less 
heinous if a deity were the cause of it. But neither gods nor men sheltered her or her babes from the 
king's cruelty; the priestess was thrown into prison, the boys were ordered to be thrown into the 
river. By a heaven-sent chance it happened that the Tiber was then overflowing its banks, and 
stretches of standing water prevented any approach to the main channel. Those who were carrying 
the children expected that this stagnant water would be sufficient to drown them, so under the 
impression that they were carrying out the king's orders they exposed the boys at the nearest point 
of the overflow, where the Ficus Ruminalis (said to have been formerly called Romularis) now 
stands. The locality was then a wild solitude. The tradition goes on to say that after the floating 
cradle in which the boys had been exposed had been left by the retreating water on dry land, a 
thirsty she-wolf from the surrounding hills, attracted by the crying of the children, came to them, 
gave them her teats to suck and was so gentle towards them that the king's flock-master found her 
licking the boys with her tongue. According to the story, his name was Faustulus. He took the 
children to his hut and gave them to his wife Larentia to bring up. Some writers think that Larentia, 
from her unchaste life, had got the nickname of "She-wolf" amongst the shepherds, and that this 
was the origin of the marvellous story. As soon as the boys, thus born and thus brought up, grew to 
be young men they did not neglect their pastoral duties, but their special delight was roaming 
through the woods on hunting expeditions. As their strength and courage were thus developed, 
they used not only to lie in wait for fierce beasts of prey, but they even attacked brigands when 
loaded with plunder. They distributed what they took amongst the shepherds, with whom, 
surrounded by a continually increasing body of young men, they associated themselves in their 
serious undertakings and in their sports and pastimes.  

1.42-43 “The Roman Census and Class System” 

...Just as Numa had been the author of religious laws and institutions, so posterity extols Servius as 
the founder of those divisions and classes in the State by which a clear distinction is drawn between 
the various grades of dignity and fortune. He instituted the census, a most beneficial institution in 
what was to be a great empire, in order that by its means the various duties of peace and war might 
be assigned, not as heretofore, indiscriminately, but in proportion to the amount of property each 
man possessed. From it he drew up the classes and centuries and the following distribution of them, 
adapted for either peace or war. 

Those whose property amounted to, or exceeded 100,000 asses of copper were formed into eighty 
centuries, forty of juniors and forty of seniors. These were called the First Class. The seniors were to 
defend the City, the juniors to serve in the field. The armor which they were to provide themselves 
with comprised helmet, round shield, greaves, and coat of mail, all of brass; these were to protect 
the person. Their offensive weapons were spear and sword. To this class were joined two centuries 
of carpenters whose duty it was to work the engines of war; they were without arms. The Second 
Class consisted of those whose property amounted to between 75,000 and 100,000 asses of copper; 
they were formed, seniors and juniors together, into twenty centuries. Their regulation arms were 
the same as those of the First Class, except that they had an oblong wooden shield instead of the 
round brazen one and no coat of mail. The Third Class he formed of those whose property fell as 
low as 50,000 asses; these also consisted of twenty centuries, similarly divided into seniors and 
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juniors. The only difference in the armor was that they did not wear greaves. In the Fourth Class 
were those whose property did not fall below 25,000 asses. They also formed twenty centuries; 
their only arms were a spear and a javelin. The Fifth Class was larger it formed thirty centuries. 
They carried slings and stones, and they included the supernumeraries, the horn-blowers, and the 
trumpeters, who formed three centuries. This Fifth Class was assessed at 11,000 asses. The rest of 
the population whose property fell below this were formed into one century and were exempt from 
military service.  

After thus regulating the equipment and distribution of the infantry, he re-arranged the cavalry. He 
enrolled from amongst the principal men of the State twelve centuries. In the same way he made six 
other centuries (though only three had been formed by Romulus) under the same names under 
which the first had been inaugurated. For the purchase of the horse, 10,000 asses. were assigned 
them from the public treasury; whilst for its keep certain widows were assessed to pay 2000 asses 
each, annually. The burden of all these expenses was shifted from the poor on to the rich. Then 
additional privileges were conferred. The former kings had maintained the constitution as handed 
down by Romulus, viz., manhood suffrage in which all alike possessed the same weight and enjoyed 
the same rights. Servius introduced a graduation; so that whilst no one was ostensibly deprived of 
his vote, all the voting power was in the hands of the principal men of the State. The knights were 
first summoned to record their vote, then the eighty centuries of the infantry of the First Class; if 
their votes were divided, which seldom happened, it was arranged for the Second Class to be 
summoned; very seldom did the voting extend to the lowest Class. Nor need it occasion any 
surprise, that the arrangement which now exists since the completion of the thirty-five tribes, their 
number being doubled by the centuries of juniors and seniors, does not agree with the total as 
instituted by Servius Tullius. For, after dividing the City with its districts and the hills which were 
inhabited into four parts, he called these divisions "tribes," I think from the tribute they paid, for he 
also introduced the practice of collecting it at an equal rate according to the assessment. These 
tribes had nothing to do with the distribution and number of the centuries.  

1.58 “Rape of Lucretia” 

A few days afterwards Sextus Tarquin went, unknown to Collatinus, with one companion to Collatia. 
He was hospitably received by the household, who suspected nothing, and after supper was 
conducted to the bedroom set apart for guests. When all around seemed safe and everybody fast 
asleep, he went in the frenzy of his passion with a naked sword to the sleeping Lucretia, and placing 
his left hand on her breast, said, "Silence, Lucretia! I am Sextus Tarquin, and I have a sword in my 
hand; if you utter a word, you shall die." When the woman, terrified out of her sleep, saw that no 
help was near, and instant death threatening her, Tarquin began to confess his passion, pleaded, 
used threats as well as entreaties, and employed every argument likely to influence a female heart. 
When he saw that she was inflexible and not moved even by the fear of death, he threatened to 
disgrace her, declaring that he would lay the naked corpse of the slave by her dead body, so that it 
might be said that she had been slain in foul adultery. By this awful threat, his lust triumphed over 
her inflexible chastity, and Tarquin went off exulting in having successfully attacked her honour. 
Lucretia, overwhelmed with grief at such a frightful outrage, sent a messenger to her father at Rome 
and to her husband at Ardea, asking them to come to her, each accompanied by one faithful friend; 
it was necessary to act, and to act promptly; a horrible thing had happened. Spurius Lucretius came 
with Publius Valerius, the son of Volesus; Collatinus with Lucius Junius Brutus, with whom he 
happened to be returning to Rome when he was met by his wife's messenger. They found Lucretia 
sitting in her room prostrate with grief. As they entered, she burst into tears, and to her husband's 
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inquiry whether all was well, replied, "No! what can be well with a woman when her honour is lost? 
The marks of a stranger, Collatinus, are in your bed. But it is only the body that has been violated, 
the soul is pure; death shall bear witness to that. But pledge me your solemn word that the 
adulterer shall not go unpunished. It is Sextus Tarquin, who, coming as an enemy instead of a guest, 
forced from me last night by brutal violence a pleasure fatal to me, and, if you are men, fatal to him." 
They all successively pledged their word, and tried to console the distracted woman by turning the 
guilt from the victim of the outrage to the perpetrator, and urging that it is the mind that sins, not 
the body, and where there has been no consent there is no guilt. "It is for you," she said, "to see that 
he gets his deserts; although I acquit myself of the sin, I do not free myself from the penalty; no 
unchaste woman shall henceforth live and plead Lucretia's example." She had a knife concealed in 
her dress which she plunged into her heart, and fell dying on the floor. Her father and husband 
raised the death-cry.  

2.1 “Elections and Magistrates” 

It is of a Rome henceforth free that I am to write the history-her civil administration and the 
conduct of her wars, her annually elected magistrates, the authority of her laws supreme over all 
her citizens. The tyranny of the last king made this liberty all the more welcome, for such had been 
the rule of the former kings that they might not undeservedly be counted as founders of parts, at all 
events, of the city; for the additions they made were required as abodes for the increased 
population which they themselves had augmented. There is no question that the Brutus who won 
such glory through the expulsion of Superbus would have inflicted the gravest injury on the State 
had he wrested the sovereignty from any of the former kings, through desire of a liberty for which 
the people were not ripe. What would have been the result if that horde of shepherds and 
immigrants, fugitives from their own cities, who had secured liberty, or at all events impunity, in 
the shelter of an inviolable sanctuary,-if, I say, they had been freed from the restraining power of 
kings and, agitated by tribunician storms, had begun to foment quarrels with the patricians in a City 
where they were aliens before sufficient time had elapsed for either family ties or a growing love 
for the very soil to effect a union of hearts? The infant State would have been torn to pieces by 
internal dissension. As it was, however, the moderate and tranquillizing authority of the kings had 
so fostered it that it was at last able to bring forth the fair fruits of liberty in the maturity of its 
strength. But the origin of liberty may be referred to this time rather because the consular authority 
was limited to one year than because there was any weakening of the authority which the kings had 
possessed. The first consuls retained all the old jurisdiction and insignia of office, one only, 
however, had the "fasces," to prevent the fear which might have been inspired by the sight of both 
with those dread symbols. Through the concession of his colleague, Brutus had them first, and he 
was not less zealous in guarding the public liberty than he had been in achieving it. His first act was 
to secure the people, who were now jealous of their newly-recovered liberty, from being influenced 
by any entreaties or bribes from the king. He therefore made them take an oath that they would not 
suffer any man to reign in Rome. The senate had been thinned by the murderous cruelty of Tarquin, 
and Brutus' next care was to strengthen its influence by selecting some of the leading men of 
equestrian rank to fill the vacancies; by this means he brought it up to the old number of three 
hundred. The new members were known as "conscripti," the old ones retained their designation of 
"patres." This measure had a wonderful effect in promoting harmony in the State and bringing the 
patricians and plebeians together.  
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2.10 “Horatius at the Bridge” 

On the appearance of the enemy the country people fled into the City as best they could. The weak 
places in the defenses were occupied by military posts; elsewhere the walls and the Tiber were 
deemed sufficient protection. The enemy would have forced their way over the Sublician bridge had 
it not been for one man, Horatius Cocles. The good fortune of Rome provided him as her bulwark on 
that memorable day. He happened to be on guard at the bridge when he saw the Janiculum taken by 
a sudden assault and the enemy rushing down from it to the river, whilst his own men, a panic-
struck mob, were deserting their posts and throwing away their arms. He reproached them one 
after another for their cowardice, tried to stop them, appealed to them in heaven's name to stand, 
declared that it was in vain for them to seek safety in flight whilst leaving the bridge open behind 
them, there would very soon be more of the enemy on the Palatine and the Capitol than there were 
on the Janiculum. So he shouted to them to break down the bridge by sword or fire, or by whatever 
means they could, he would meet the enemies' attack so far as one man could keep them at bay. He 
advanced to the head of the bridge. Amongst the fugitives, whose backs alone were visible to the 
enemy, he was conspicuous as he fronted them armed for fight at close quarters. The enemy were 
astounded at his preternatural courage. Two men were kept by a sense of shame from deserting 
him-Sp. Lartius and T. Herminius-both of them men of high birth and renowned courage. With them 
he sustained the first tempestuous shock and wild confused onset, for a brief interval. Then, whilst 
only a small portion of the bridge remained and those who were cutting it down called upon them 
to retire, he insisted upon these, too, retreating. Looking round with eyes dark with menace upon 
the Etruscan chiefs, he challenged them to single combat, and reproached them all with being the 
slaves of tyrant kings, and whilst unmindful of their own liberty coming to attack that of others. For 
some time they hesitated, each looking round upon the others to begin. At length shame roused 
them to action, and raising a shout they hurled their javelins from all sides on their solitary foe. He 
caught them on his outstretched shield, and with unshaken resolution kept his place on the bridge 
with firmly planted foot. They were just attempting to dislodge him by a charge when the crash of 
the broken bridge and the shout which the Romans raised at seeing the work completed stayed the 
attack by filling them with sudden panic. Then Cocles said, "Tiberinus, holy father, I pray thee to 
receive into thy propitious stream these arms and this thy warrior." So, fully armed, he leaped into 
the Tiber, and though many missiles fell over him he swam across in safety to his friends: an act of 
daring more famous than credible with posterity. The State showed its gratitude for such courage; 
his statue was set up in the Comitium, and as much land given to him as he could drive the plough 
round in one day. Besides this public honour, the citizens individually showed their feeling; for, in 
spite of the great scarcity, each, in proportion to his means, sacrificed what he could from his own 
store as a gift to Cocles.  

3.26 “Cincinnatus” 

An immense body of Sabines came in their ravages almost up to the walls of the City. The fields 
were ruined, the City thoroughly alarmed. Now the plebeians cheerfully took up arms, the tribunes 
remonstrated in vain, and two large armies were levied. Nautius led one of them against the 
Sabines, formed an entrenched camp, sent out, generally at night, small bodies who created such 
destruction in the Sabine territory that the Roman borders appeared in comparison almost 
untouched by war. Minucius was not so fortunate, nor did he conduct the campaign with the same 
energy; after taking up an entrenched position not far from the enemy, he remained timidly within 
his camp, though he had not suffered any important defeat. As usual, the enemy were emboldened 
by the lack of courage on the other side. They made a night attack on his camp, but as they gained 
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little by a direct assault they proceeded the following day to invest it. Before all the exits were 
closed by the circumvallation, five mounted men got through the enemies' outposts and brought to 
Rome the news that the consul and his army were blockaded. Nothing could have happened so 
unlooked for, so undreamed of; the panic and confusion were as great as if it had been the City and 
not the camp that was invested. The consul Nautius was summoned home, but as he did nothing 
equal to the emergency, they decided to appoint a Dictator to retrieve the threatening position of 
affairs. By universal consent L. Quinctius Cincinnatus was called to the office.  

It is worthwhile for those who despise all human interests in comparison with riches, and think that 
there is no scope for high honors or for virtue except where lavish wealth abounds, to listen to this 
story. The one hope of Rome, L. Quinctius, used to cultivate a four-acre field on the other side of the 
Tiber, just opposite the place where the dockyard and arsenal are now situated; it bears the name 
of the " Quinctian Meadows." There he was found by the deputation from the senate either digging 
out a ditch or ploughing, at all events, as is generally agreed, intent on his husbandry. After mutual 
salutations he was requested to put on his toga that he might hear the mandate of the senate, and 
they expressed the hope that it might turn out well for him and for the State. He asked them, in 
surprise, if all was well, and bade his wife, Racilia, bring him his toga quickly from the cottage. 
Wiping off the dust and perspiration, he put it on and came forward, on which the deputation 
saluted him as Dictator and congratulated him, invited him to the City and explained the state of 
apprehension in which the army were. A vessel had been provided for him by the government, and 
after he had crossed over, he was welcomed by his three sons, who had come out to meet him. They 
were followed by other relatives and friends, and by the majority of the senate. Escorted by this 
numerous gathering and preceded by the lictors, he was conducted to his house. There was also an 
enormous gathering of the plebs, but they were by no means so pleased to see Quinctius; they 
regarded the power with which he was invested as excessive, and the man himself more dangerous 
than his power. Nothing was done that night beyond adequately guarding the City.  

4.59 “Senate Votes for Military Pay” 

Meantime the consular tribunes decided to lead the army into the territory of the Volscians; Cnaeus 
Cornelius was left in charge of the City. The three tribunes ascertained that there was no camp of 
the Volscians anywhere, and that they would not risk a battle, so they divided into three separate 
forces to ravage the country. Valerius made Antium his objective; Cornelius, Ecetrae. Wherever they 
marched they destroyed the homesteads and crops far and wide to divide the forces of the 
Volscians. Fabius marched to Anxur, which was the chief objective, without losing time in 
devastating the country. This city is now called Terracina; it was built on the side of a hill and 
sloped down to the marshes. Fabius made a show of attacking the city on that side. Four cohorts 
were dispatched with C. Servilius Ahala by a circuitous route to seize the hill which overhung the 
town on the other side. After doing so they made an attack amidst loud shouts and uproar from 
their higher position upon that part of the town where there was no defense. Those who were 
holding the lower part of the city against Fabius were stupefied with astonishment at the noise, and 
this gave him time to plant his scaling ladders. The Romans were soon in all parts of the city, and for 
some time a ruthless slaughter went on of fugitives and fighters, armed and unarmed alike. As there 
was no hope of quarter, the defeated enemy were compelled to keep up the fight, till suddenly an 
order was issued that none but those taken with arms should be injured. On this the whole of the 
population threw down their arms; prisoners to the number of 2500 were taken. Fabius would not 
allow his men to touch the other spoils of war until the arrival of his colleagues, for those armies 
too had taken their part in the capture of Anxur, since they had prevented the Volscians from 
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coming to its relief. On their arrival the three armies sacked the town, which, owing to its long-
continued prosperity, contained much wealth. This generosity on the part of the generals was the 
first step towards the reconciliation of the plebs and the senate. This was followed by a boon which 
the senate, at a most opportune moment, conferred on the plebeians. Before the question was 
mooted either by the plebs or their tribunes, the senate decreed that the soldiery should receive 
pay from the public treasury. Previously, each man had served at his own expense.  

5.36 “Gallic Sack of Rome” 

A peaceable enough mission, had it not contained envoys of a violent temper, more like Gauls than 
Romans. After they had delivered their instructions in the council of the Gauls, the following reply 
was given: "Although we are hearing the name of Romans for the first time, we believe nevertheless 
that you are brave men, since the Clusines are imploring your assistance in their time of danger. 
Since you prefer to protect your allies against us by negotiation rather than by armed force, we on 
our side do not reject the peace you offer, on condition that the Clusines cede to us Gauls, who are 
in need of land, a portion of that territory which they possess to a greater extent than they can 
cultivate. On any other conditions peace cannot be granted. We wish to receive their reply in your 
presence, and if territory is refused us we shall fight, whilst you are still here, that you may report 
to those at home how far the Gauls surpass all other men in courage." The Romans asked them what 
right they had to demand, under threat of war, territory from those who were its owners, and what 
business the Gauls had in Etruria. The haughty answer was returned that they carried their right in 
their weapons, and that everything belonged to the brave. Passions were kindled on both sides; 
they flew to arms and joined battle. Thereupon, contrary to the law of nations, the envoys seized 
their weapons, for the Fates were already urging Rome to its ruin. The fact of three of the noblest 
and bravest Romans fighting in the front line of the Etruscan army could not be concealed, so 
conspicuous was the valor of the strangers. And what was more, Q. Fabius rode forward at a Gaulish 
chieftain, who was impetuously charging right at the Etruscan standards, ran his spear through his 
side and slew him. Whilst he was in the act of despoiling the body the Gauls recognized him, and the 
word was passed through the whole army that it was a Roman ambassador. Forgetting their rage 
against the Clusines, and breathing threats against the Romans, they sounded the retreat.  

Some were for an instant advance on Rome. The older men thought that ambassadors should first 
be sent to Rome to make a formal complaint and demand the surrender of the Fabii as satisfaction 
for the violation of the law of nations. After the ambassadors had stated their case, the senate, 
whilst disapproving of the conduct of the Fabii, and recognizing the justice of the demand which the 
barbarians made, were prevented by political interests from placing their convictions on record in 
the form of a decree in the case of men of such high rank. In order, therefore, that the blame for any 
defeat which might be incurred in a war with the Gauls might not rest on them alone, they referred 
the consideration of the Gauls' demands to the people. Here personal popularity and influence had 
so much more weight that the very men whose punishment was under discussion were elected 
consular tribunes for the next year. The Gauls regarded this procedure as it deserved to be 
regarded, namely, as an act of hostility, and after openly threatening war, returned to their people. 
The other consular tribunes elected with the Fabii were Q. Sulpicius Longus, Q. Servilius-for the 
fourth time-and P. Cornelius Maluginensis.  
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