ISOCRATES, PANEGYRICUS

The J. A. Freese Translation
Introduction

IN the "Panegyricus,"” the most famous of all the writings of Isocrates, we
first meet with a clear exposition of his dominant political idea--the
formation of a union of the Greeks to carry on war against Persia. It takes
its name from the "Panegyreis," or great public festivals, such as the
Panathenaea at Athens, or the pan-Hellenic festival at Olympia.

Gorgias, Lysias, and others had already composed speeches which were
delivered at Olympia (Olympiac speeches), and it is probable that Isocrates
here has in mind the festival at Olympia. It is not likely that the speech was
ever actually delivered, although we are told, on the authority of
Philostratus, that it was. The retiring disposition of Isocrates, his lack of
self-confidence, and his poorness of voice, seem to go against this. It is
considered possible that he may have deputed some one else to deliver it for
him; and that it afterwards was put into circulation by copies being sent
round to the various Greek states.? According to the statement of Quintilian,
Isocrates was ten years engaged in its composition. Its date is
approximately fixed as the latter part of the summer of B.C. 380.

At the time when the speech was written Sparta was the ruling power in
Greece, Artaxerxes Il. was master of the Asiatic Greeks, and the Aegean
was overrun by pirates, so that there was every need of someone to rouse
the Athenians to re-assert their supremacy.

After apologizing for coming forward to speak, Isocrates proceeds to
recount the services rendered by Athens to Hellas generally, and to
particular states in early times, dwelling upon the rivalry of Athens and
Sparta during the Persian wars. The first division of the speech concludes
with a defence of the Athenians against the charge of having behaved with
cruelty towards the confederate states, and a contrast between the past and
present condition of the city, now that it is under the arbitrary rule of
Sparta.

In the second part of the speech he recommends that Athens and Sparta
should sink their differences, and agree upon united action, especially when
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such a favourable opportunity presents itself. The Persians, he says, are
weak, and have their hands full: the misery of the Hellenes has reached its
height, and, under the circumstances, even existing treaties should not
prevent us from declaring war; and a united campaign against our
hereditary foes will tend to enhance the reputation of the state.

Argument

The speech was written at the time when the Lacedaemonians were rulers
of the Hellenes and we were in a state of humiliation. It summons the
Hellenes to a campaign against the barbarians, and disputes with the
Lacedaemonians the right to the headship of Hellas. Having adopted this as
my theme, I prove that the city has been the cause of all the blessings
enjoyed by the Hellenes. Having clearly marked off the subject of such
benefits, and wishing to prove still more clearly that the headship belongs
to Athens, I next attempt to show, in regard to these points, that it is the due
of the city to receive honour much more by reason of the dangers it has
faced in war than on account of all the other benefits it has conferred upon
Hellas.

This argument was written by Isocrates himself, see Or. xv. 8§ 57, 58.

Speech

1. I have often wondered that those who convene the great festivals® and
have established athletic contests,* have deemed physical excellence worthy
of such great rewards, and yet to those who have individually toiled for the
public good, and have so formed their minds as to be able to benefit others
as well as themselves, to these, | say, they have allotted no honour, 2. for
whom they ought to have had more consideration; for if the athletes were to
acquire twice the strength they possess, no advantage would accrue to other
men; but if one man were to conceive a wise thought all would reap the
enjoyment of his understanding who were willing to share in it. 3. Yet | was
not so discouraged by this as to yield to indifference; but thinking that the
reputation which my speech would win by its unassisted merit would be a
sufficient reward, | am here to advise you concerning war against the
barbarians> and harmony among ourselves. | am not unaware, that many of
those who claim to teach the public,® have attempted this subject, 4. but, in
the first place, | hope to show such superiority that it may be thought that
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others’ have as yet said nothing upon these matters, and at the same time |
have already come to the conclusion that the best speeches are those which
deal with the greatest subjects, display most clearly the ability of the
speakers, and give most assistance to the audience; and of such speeches
the present is one. 5. Further, the occasion has not yet gone by, so as to
render it useless now to make mention of these things. For it is only time to
cease speaking when either the business in hand is over, and it is no longer
necessary to take counsel about it, or when the discussion is seen to have
reached its limit, so that other speakers have no means left of carrying it
further. 6. But so long as events are going on just as before, and what has
been said is inadequate, how can we avoid applying thought and study to
this address, which, if it be rightly carried out, will release us from our civil
war, from the present confusion, and from most serious troubles? 7. In
addition to this, if it were possible to represent the same subjects in one way
only, it might have been supposed a superfluous task to weary one's hearers
by speaking again in the same fashion as former speakers; 8. but since the
nature of oratory renders it possible to describe the same things in many
different ways--to bring great matters to a low level, and invest small things
with importance; to tell old stories in modern fashion, and speak of recent
events in the style of ancient history--we must no longer avoid those
subjects on which others have spoken before us, but we must try to speak
better than they. 9. For the events which are past are left as a common
heritage to us all, but to apply them in season, and form a right conception
of each event, and to arrange® them aright in words is the peculiar gift of the
wise. 10. Now I think that a very great advance would be made in every
pursuit, and especially in the practical study of literary expression,? if
admiration and honour were to be bestowed in practical affairs not so much
on those who take the first step in anything, as on those who bring it in each
case to the most successful conclusion, and in oratory, not so much on those
who seek a subject on which no one has ever spoken before, as on those
who know how to treat their subject in a manner which is beyond the
powers of anyone else.

11. And yet some find fault with discourses which are beyond the powers of
common men,* and are over elaborated; and they have made so great a
mistake as to judge compositions which have been written with the object
of surpassing others by the standard of forensic contests about private
contracts, as if both ought to be of the same kind, instead of the one being
framed with a view to simplicity and the other for display; or as if they
themselves could discern the happy mean, while a master of elaborate
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diction would not be able to speak in plain or simple language. 12. Now it is
clear that these men only commend those who are like themselves; but |
have nothing to do with such, but I look to those who will accept no
careless statements, but will indignantly reject them, and will seek to find
something in my words which they will not find in others. To such hearers |
will address myself on the subject before me, having first made bold to add
a few words concerning myself. 13. Others | see striving to mollify their
audience in their introductory remarks, making excuses for what they
propose to say, and alleging either that they have had to make their
preparations offhand, or that it is difficult to find words adequate to the
greatness of their subject-matter. 14. But for me, if | do not do justice both
to my subject and to my own reputation, and to the long experience of my
life,"* as well as to the time | have spent over this address, I bid you have no
mercy for me, but hold me in ridicule and contempt; for there is nothing of
that sort that | do not deserve to suffer, if, while making such great
promises, | show no superiority to others. Let these remarks, then, serve as
an introduction with regard to my personal pretensions.

15. Turning to public affairs, there are men who, as soon as ever they come
forward to speak, advise us that we ought to make up our mutual enmities
and turn against the barbarian, and they enumerate the calamities that have
befallen us owing to the civil war, and the advantages that would arise from
the proposed campaign against him. Now although these men speak truly,
they do not start from the best point for enabling themselves to bring this
about. 16. The Hellenes are either subject to us or to the Lacedaemonians;
for the forms of constitution by which they govern their states have divided
most of them in this way.*?2 Whoever, then, thinks that the others will unite
in any good policy before he has reconciled those who are at their head, is a
mere simpleton, and out of touch with practical affairs. 17. But if a man
does not merely aim at personal display, but wishes to effect something, he
must seek for such arguments as shall persuade these two states to share
and share alike, to divide the supremacy,* and to win from the barbarians
those advantages which now they desire should accrue to them from the
Hellenes.18. Now our commonwealth would be easily induced to take this
course, but the Lacedaemonians are for the present still hard to persuade,
for they have inherited an erroneous notion that it is their ancestral
prerogative to be leaders; but if it be shown to them that this honour
belongs to us rather than to them, they will soon waive their punctilious
claims in this matter, and follow their interests.
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19. Now other speakers ought to have started from this basis, and not to
have given advice about matters of common agreement before instructing
us on disputed points; but | especially am bound, for two reasons, to give
most of my attention to this matter: first, if possible, that some useful result
may be attained, and that we may cease from our mutual rivalry and unite
in a war against the barbarians; 20. and, secondly, if that is impossible, that |
may point out who are those that stand in the way of the happiness of
Hellas, and that it may be made clear to all that, as previously the old
maritime empire of Athens was based on a just title, so now she has a good
right to dispute the leadership. 21. For, on the one hand, if the men who
deserve honour in each sphere of action are those who have the most
experience and the greatest power, it is beyond dispute that we have a right
to recover the leadership which we formerly used to possess; for no one can
point to any other state that is so pre-eminent in war by land as ours excels
in maritime enterprises. 22. And, on the other hand, if any think that this is
not a fair criterion, but that fortune is too changeable for such a conclusion
(since power never continues in the same hands), and claim that leadership,
like any other prize, should be held either by those who first won this
honour, or by those who have conferred the most benefits upon Hellas, |
think that these too are on our side; 23. for the further back one examines
both these qualifications, the more we shall leave behind those who dispute
our claim. For it is allowed that our commonwealth is the most ancient and
the largest and most renowned in all the world; and, good as is this
foundation of our claim, for what follows we have still greater right to be
honoured. 24. For we did not win the country we dwell in by expelling
others from it,** or by seizing it when uninhabited, nor are we a mixed race
collected together from many nations, but so noble and genuine is our
descent, that we have continued for all time in possession of the land from
which we sprang, being children of our native soil, and able to address our
city by the same titles that we give to our nearest relations; 25. for we alone
among the Hellenes have the right to call our city at once nurse and
fatherland and mother. Yet our origin is but such as should be possessed by
a people who indulge in a reasonable pride, who have a just claim to the
leadership of Hellas, and who bring to frequent remembrance their ancestral
glories.

26. This will show the magnitude of the gifts with which fortune originally
endowed us; the great benefits we have conferred upon others we shall best
examine by a detailed narrative of the early history and achievements of our
city; for we shall find that she has not only led the way in warlike
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enterprises, but is also the founder of nearly all the established

institutions 27. among which we dwell, and under which we carry on our
public life, and by means of which we are enabled to live. Now of useful
services we must of necessity prefer, not such as on account of their
insignificance escape notice and are passed over in silence, but such as on
account of their importance are spoken of and kept in memory by all men,
both in former times and at the present day and in every place.

28. In the first place, then, the first need of our nature was supplied by the
agency of our state; for even though the story is a mythical one, yet it is fit
to be told even at the present day. When Demeter came into the country in
her wandering, after the rape of Persephone,* and was kindly disposed to
our forefathers on account of the services they rendered her, which can be
told to none but the initiated, she bestowed two gifts which surpass all
others: the fruits of the earth, which have saved us from the life of wild
beasts, and the mystic rite,* the partakers in which have brighter hopes
concerning the end of life and the eternity beyond,-- 29. under these
circumstances Athens showed such love for men, as well as for the
gods,*that, when she became mistress of these great blessings, she did not
grudge them to the rest of the world, but shared her advantages with all.
Now as to the festival, we to this day celebrate it every year;*® and as to the
fruits of the earth, Athens has once for all taught the uses to which they can
be put, the operations which they require, and the benefits which arise from
them. 30.Indeed no one will venture to disbelieve this statement, after | have
made a few additional remarks. For in the first place, the very
considerations which would lead a man to despise the story on account of
its antiquity, would give him probable reason to suppose that the events had
actually happened; for that many have told the story of these events, and all
have heard it, should make us regard it, though not recent, yet as worthy of
belief. In the second place, we can not only take refuge in the fact that we
have received the tradition and rumour from a distant period, but we can
also produce greater proofs than this of these things. 31. For most of the
cities of Hellas, as a memorial of our old services, send to us each year
first-fruits of their corn,® and those that omit to do so have often been
commanded by the Pythia to pay the due proportion of their produce and
perform their ancestral duties to our state. Yet can anything have stronger
claims on our belief than that which is the subject of divine ordinance and
of widespread approval in Hellas, where ancient story bears common
witness to present deeds, and modern events agree with the legends of men
of old? 32. Besides this, if we leave all this out of consideration and take a
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survey from the beginning, we shall find that those who first appeared upon
the earth did not at once find life in its present condition, but little by little
procured for themselves its advantages. Whom then should we think most
likely either to receive it as a gift from the gods or to win it by their own
efforts? 33. Surely those who are admitted to have been the first to exist,
and are at once most highly gifted for the pursuits of life and most piously
disposed towards the gods. Now what high honour ought to accrue to those
who have produced such great blessings, it were a superfluous task to point
out; for no one could find a reward commensurate with what has been
achieved.

34. So much then concerning the greatest of our good works, first
accomplished and most universal in its effects. But, in the same period,
Athens, seeing the barbarians occupying the greater part of the
country,and the Hellenes confined in a small space and driven by scarcity
of land into intestine conspiracies and civil wars, and perishing, either from
want of daily necessities or in war, 35. was not content to leave things so,
but sent forth leaders into the states who took those most in need of
subsistence, made themselves their generals and conquered the barbarians
in war, founded many states on both continents,* colonized all the
islands,? and saved both those who followed them and those who stayed
behind; 36. For to the latter they left the home country sufficient for their
needs, and the former they provided with more territory than they already
possessed; for they acquired all the surrounding districts of which we are
now in occupation. In this way too they afforded great facilities to those
who in later times® wished to send out colonists and to imitate our state; for
it was not necessary for them to run risk in acquiring new territory, but they
could go and live on land which we had marked out. 37. Now who can show
a leadership more ancestral than one which arose before most Hellenic
cities were founded, or more beneficial than one which drove the barbarians
from their homes, and led on the Hellenes to such prosperity?

38. Yet, after aiding in the accomplishment of the most pressing duties,
Athens did not neglect the rest, but deemed it the first step only in a career
of beneficence to find food for those in want, a step which is incumbent
upon a people who aim at good government generally, and thinking that life
which was limited to mere subsistence was not enough to make men desire
to live, she devoted such close attention to the other interests of man, that of
all the benefits which men enjoy, not derived from the gods but which we
owe to our fellow-men, none have arisen without the aid of Athens, and
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most of them have been brought about by her agency. 39. For finding the
Hellenes living in lawlessness and dwelling in a scattered
fashion,?oppressed by tyrannies or being destroyed by anarchy, she also
released them from these evils, either by becoming mistress of them or by
making herself an example; for she was the first to lay down laws and
establish a constitution. 40. This is clear from the fact that, when men in the
earliest times introduced indictments for homicide,® and determined to
settle their mutual disputes by argument and not by violence, they followed
our laws in the mode of trial which they adopted.

Nay more, the arts also, whether useful for the necessities of life or
contrived for pleasure, were by her either invented or put to proof and
offered to the rest of the world for their use. 41. In other respects, moreover,
she ordered her administration in such a spirit of welcome to strangers® and
of friendliness to all, as to suit both those who were in want of money* and
those who desired to enjoy the wealth they possessed, and not to fail in
serving either the prosperous, or those who were unfortunate in their own
states,”® but so that each of these classes finds with us a delightful sojourn
or a safe refuge. 42. And further, since the territory possessed by the several
states was not in every case self-sufficing, but was defective in some
products and bore more than was sufficient of others, and much
embarrassment arose where to dispose of the latter, and from whence to
import the former, she provided a remedy for these troubles also; for she
established the Piraeus® as a market in the centre of Hellas, of such
superlative excellence that articles, which it is difficult for the several states
to supply to each other one by one, can all be easily procured from Athens.

43. Now those who established the great festivals are justly praised for
handing down to us a custom which leads us to make treaties with one
another, to reconcile the enmities that exist among us,*® and to assemble in
one place; besides that, in making common prayers and sacrifices® we are
reminded of the original bond of kinship between us, and are more kindly
disposed towards each other for the future, we renew old friendships and
make new ones, 44. and neither for ordinary men® nor for those of
distinguished qualities is the time idly spent, but by the concourse of
Hellenes opportunity arises for the latter to display their natural
excellences, and for the former to be spectators of their mutual contests,
and neither spend their time dissatisfied, but each has whereof to be proud,
the spectators when they see the competitors toiling on their behalf, and the
competitors when they think that everyone has come to look at them. Great


http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_24_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_25_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_26_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_27_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_28_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_29_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_30_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_31_�
http://classicpersuasion.org/pw/isocrates/pwisoc4.htm#N_32_�

then as are the benefits we derive from the assemblies, in these respects,
too, our state is not left behind. 45. For indeed she can show many most
beautiful spectacles,® some passing all bounds in expenditure,® others of
high artistic repute,® and some excelling in both these respects; then, the
multitude of strangers who visit us is so great, that if there is any advantage
in mutual intercourse, that also has been compassed by her. In addition to
this, you can find with us the truest friendships and the most varied
acquaintanceships; and, moreover, see contests not merely of speed and
strength, but also of oratory and mind,* and in all other productions of art,
and for these the greatest prizes*

46. For in addition to those which the state herself offers, she also helps to
persuade others to bestow the like; for those recognized by us receive such
credit as to be universally approved. Apart from this, whereas the other
festivals® are assembled at long intervals and soon dispersed, our state, on
the contrary, is for those who visit her one long festival without ceasing.

51. But that | may not seem to be lingering over details of my subject when
| proposed to treat of the whole, nor to be eulogizing Athens on these
grounds from inability to praise her for her achievements in war, | will say
no more to those who take pride in what | have mentioned; but I think that
our forefathers deserve to be honoured as much for the dangers they
incurred as for the rest of their services. 52. Neither small nor few nor
obscure were the struggles they endured, but many and terrible and great,
some for their own country, others for the general liberty; for during the
whole time they did not cease to open their state to all, and were the
champions of those among the Hellenes who from time to time were the
victims of oppression. 53. For that very reason some accuse us of a foolish
policy, in that we have been accustomed to support the weaker, as if such
arguments did not rather justify our admirers. For it was not in ignorance of
the superiority of great alliances in regard to security that we took these
counsels concerning them, but, while knowing much more accurately than
other men the results of such a course, we nevertheless preferred to help the
weak even against our interest rather than for profit's sake to join in the
oppressions of the strong.

54. Now the character and the strength of Athens may be seen from the
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supplications which have been addressed to us in times past. | will pass
over those of recent occurrence® or small importance;* but long before the
Trojan war (for it is fair to borrow proofs from that time in a dispute about
ancestral claims) there came the sons of Heracles, and a little before them
Adrastus, the son of Talaus, King of Argos;*

55. the latter came from his expedition against Thebes, in which he had
been defeated, being unable without aid to recover the bodies of those who
had been slain under the Cadmea,* and calling on our state to render
assistance in a misfortune that may happen to all, and not to suffer those
who had died in war to go unburied, nor an old custom and ancestral usage
to be broken;56. the sons of Heracles*

came fleeing from the enmity of Eurystheus, and, passing over all other
states as not likely to be able to help them in their calamities, they thought
our state alone adequate to make recompense for the benefits which their
father had conferred upon all mankind. 57. From these circumstances, then,
it is easy to see that even at that time our state possessed a kind of
supremacy; for who would care to sue for help either to the weaker, or to
those subject to others, passing by those possessed of greater power,
especially on affairs not of private but of public interest, the care of which
would naturally fall upon those who claimed to stand at the head of
Hellas?58. Further, they are shown not to have been disappointed of the
hopes which caused them to take refuge with our forefathers. For they took
up arms, first on behalf of those who had fallen in battle against the
Thebans, and secondly on behalf of the sons of Heracles against the power
of Eurystheus, and by an attack on the former forced them to give up the
dead to their kindred for burial,” and, when the Peloponnesian followers of
Eurystheus invaded our territory, they went out against them and conquered
them in battle, and made him to cease from his insolence. 59. Now these
deeds added a fresh glory to the reputation they had already won by their
previous achievements. For they did not act half-heartedly, but so
revolutionized the fortunes of each of these monarchs, that the one who
thought fit to supplicate us went away, having in the teeth of his foes
achieved all that he wanted, while Eurystheus, expecting to prevail by
force, was taken captive and himself compelled to become a

suppliant; 60. and, although on one who transcended human nature, who
though begotten of Zeus was still mortal, but had the strength of a god, he
had spent all his life in casting commands and insults, yet, when he
offended against us, he met with such a reverse of fortune that he came into
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the power of his own sons and ended his days in contumely.“® 61. Now
many as are the services we have rendered to Lacedaemon,* there is only
one of which it has fallen to me to speak; seizing as an opportunity the
deliverance which was won for them by us, the ancestors of those who now
reign in Lacedaemon,*® and descendants of Heracles, went down into
Peloponnesus, occupied Argos and Lacedaemon and Messene, became the
founders of Sparta, and were the originators of all their present

greatness. 62. These things they should have remembered and never have
invaded this country,* from which their forefathers set out and won such
prosperity, nor have brought into danger the state which bore the brunt of
battle in the cause of the sons of Heracles, nor, while bestowing the crown
upon his posterity, should they have thought fit to enslave the state® which
brought deliverance to his race. 63. Now if we must leave out of
consideration gratitude® and courtesy and, returning to the original
question, consider the matter strictly, it is surely not an ancestral custom
that aliens should rule over the children of the solil, the recipients of
kindness over their benefactors, suppliants over those who gave them
welcome.

64. But I have yet a shorter way of proving my contention. Of the Hellenic
states, with the exception of ours, Argos, Thebes, and Lacedaemon were the
greatest in former times and still continue to be so. Now so great was the
manifest superiority of our ancestors over all others, that on behalf of the
defeated Argives they dictated terms to Thebes in the height of her

pride, 65.and on behalf of the sons of Heracles they conquered in battle the
Argives and the rest of the Peloponnesians, and rescued the founders of
Sparta and the leaders of the Lacedaemonians from the dangers of their
contest against Eurystheus. So that | do not know what clearer
demonstration could be made of their sovereign power in Hellas.

66. Now | ought, I think, to speak also of the achievements of Athens
against the barbarians, especially as the leadership of Hellas against them
was the original subject of my speech. Now if | were to enumerate all the
perils we went through I should be telling too long a tale; but in dealing
with the greatest of them I will try to adopt the same method of narration
that | followed just now. 67. For the races best fitted for rule and the
possessors of the widest imperial power are the Scythians, the Thracians,
and the Persians, and it happens that all these have had hostile designs
against us, and that our state has fought decisively against all of them. Now
what argument will be left for my opponents, if | can prove that, if any of
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the Hellenes were unable to get justice, it was to Athens that they directed
their petitions, and that, when barbarians wished to enslave Hellas, Athens
was the first object of their attacks ?

68. Now although the Persian war is the most famous that has taken place,
yet ancient events are equally good evidence in a dispute about ancestral
claims. For, when Hellas was still of low estate, there came into our country
Thracians®® under Eumolpus, the son of Poseidon, and Scythians under the
Amazons,* the daughters of Ares, not at the same time, but at the times
when their rule extended as far as Europe; hating as they did the whole race
of the Hellenes, they directed their complaints against us in particular,
thinking that in this way they would encounter one state only and yet at the
same time become masters of all. 69. They did not, however, succeed, but in
conflict with our ancestors alone they were destroyed as utterly as if they
had made war against all mankind. Now the magnitude of the disasters
which befell them is perfectly clear; for the traditions on this subject would
never have lasted for so long, had not the actual events been
unparalleled.70. It is said of the Amazons that, of those who came, not one
went back again, and that those who were left behind were driven from
power on account of the disaster which had happened here, and of the
Thracians that, whereas in previous times they had been living as our
immediate neighbours,> owing to the campaign which then took place they
fell back so far, that in the intervening territory many nations and various
races and great cities were established.

71. Now honourable indeed are these deeds, and befitting those who dispute
for the leadership; but akin to those which | have mentioned, and such as
were to be expected from the descendants of men so great, were the
achievements of those who made war against Darius and Xerxes.>® For
although that was the greatest war ever set on foot, and never had so many
perilous struggles taken place at one and the same time--against enemies
who fancied themselves irresistible on account of their numbers, and
allies®who considered their valour unsurpassable--our ancestors conguered
both,72. in the way that was suitable in each case, and proving superior in
the face of every danger, earned as an immediate reward the meed of
valour,>” and not long afterwards obtained the dominion of the sea, at the
gift of the rest of the Hellenes, and without dispute from those who now
seek to rob us of it.*®

73. Now let no one think me ignorant that the Lacedaemonians, too, in those
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critical times deserved credit for many good services to Hellas; but on this
account | have even more reason to praise our state, in that, in conflict with
such great competitors, she proved so far superior to them. But | wish to
speak a little more at length about these two states, and not to skim over the
subject too quickly, that it may be to us a memorial, both of the valour of
our ancestors and of the hatred of the barbarians. 74. And yet | am not
unaware that it is difficult for one who comes latest to the task to speak of a
subject long ago occupied by previous speakers, and on which those
citizens best able to speak have often spoken on the occasion of public
funerals;* for it follows that the chief part must have been already used up,
and only a few unimportant points omitted. Nevertheless, starting from
what still remains to be said, since it is convenient for my purpose, | must
not shrink from making mention concerning them.

75. Now I think that the greatest services have been rendered and the
greatest praises deserved by those who exposed their persons in the
forefront of danger for the sake of Hellas; yet it is not fair either to forget
those who lived before this war and held power in these two states
respectively. For they it was who trained beforehand those coming after
them, inclined the multitude to virtue, and created formidable antagonists
for the barbarians. 76.For they did not despise the public interests, nor enjoy
the resources of the state as their own, while neglecting her interests as no
concern of theirs; but they were as solicitous for the common welfare as for
their own domestic happiness, and at the same time properly stood aloof
from matters which did not affect them. They did not estimate happiness by
the standard of money, but they thought that the surest and best wealth was
possessed by the man who pursued such conduct as would enable him to
gain the best reputation for himself and leave behind the greatest fame for
his children. 77.They did not emulate one another's shameless audacity, nor
cultivate effrontery in their own persons, but deemed it more terrible to be
ill-spoken of by their fellow-citizens than to die nobly for the state, and
were more ashamed of public errors than they are now of their own
personal faults. 78.The reason of this was that they took care that their laws
should be exact and good, those concerned with the relations of everyday
life even more than those that had to do with private contracts. For they
knew that good men and true will have no need of many written documents,
but, whether on private or public matters, will easily come to an agreement
by the aid of a few recognised principles. 79. Such was their public spirit,
that the object of their political parties was to dispute, not which should
destroy the other and rule over the rest, but which should be first in doing
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some service to the state; and they organized their clubs, not for their
private interests, but for the benefit of the people. 80. They pursued the
same method in their dealings with other states, treating the Hellenes with
deference and not with insolence, considering that their rule over them
should be that of a general, not of a despot, and desiring to be addressed as
leaders rather than masters, and to be entitled saviours and not reviled as
destroyers; they won over states by kindness instead of overthrowing them
by force; 81. they made their word more trustworthy than their oath is now,
and thought it their duty to abide by treaties as by the decrees of necessity;
not proud of their power so much as ambitious to live in self-restraint, they
thought it right to have the same feelings towards their inferiors as they
expected their superiors to have towards them, and they considered their
own cities as merely private towns, while they looked upon Hellas as their
common fatherland. 82. Possessed of such ideas, and educating the younger
generation in such manners, they brought to light such valiant men in those
who fought against the barbarians from Asia, that no one, either poet or
sophist,% has ever yet been able to speak in a manner worthy of their
achievements. And | can readily excuse them; for it is just as hard to praise
those who have surpassed the virtues of other men as those who have never
done anything good; for whereas the latter have no deeds to support them,
the former have no language befitting them. 83. For what language could be
commensurate with the deeds of men who were so far superior to those who
made the expedition against Troy, that, while they spent ten years against
one city, those men in a short time defeated the whole might of Asia, and
not only saved their own countries but also liberated the whole of Hellas?
And what deeds or toils or dangers would they have shrunk from
attempting in order to win living reputations, when they were so readily
willing to lose their lives for the sake of a posthumous fame? 84. And | even
think that the war must have been contrived by one of the gods in
admiration of their valour, that men of such quality should not remain in
obscurity nor end their lives ingloriously, but should be thought worthy of
the same rewards as those children of the gods who are called demi-gods;
for even their bodies the gods rendered up to the inflexible laws of nature,
but made immortal the memory of their valour.
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