 Technology and the Criminal Justice System- Fall, 2015

 Professor  James Byrne

 Optional Term Paper Description: Students may write a term paper in this class for extra credit. If you take the term paper option, then you may use the term paper grade to replace your lowest exam grade (we have 3 exams during the semester). Due dates, a description of approved topics, and the paper format are listed below. All papers will be subject to review using the “turn it in” paper review process. If you are interested in choosing the term paper option, please make an appointment to see me or Emily in the next two weeks.
 Term paper Topic Area: Choose one specific form of technology to investigate in the following specific areas of interest: 
(1) Crime commission technology ( e.g. nark net/silk road, internet scams, new crime commission technology),
(2) Crime prevention technology (e.g. CCTV, threat assessment/risk assessment, big data analytics)
(3) Policing technology (e.g. hot spots/ predictive policing, body cameras, Tasers),
(4) Court technology (e.g. sentencing support tools, specialized problem solving courts, wired courts),
 (5) Institutional corrections technology (e.g. supermax prisons, contraband detection technology, classification tools),
(6) Community corrections technology ( kiosks, electronic monitoring, drug testing, risk assessment tools).
Term Paper Content: Term papers (7-10 pages) should cover each of the subject areas listed below:
 1. Introduction/Overview of the paper: what do you plan to cover?
2. Technology description and application: describe the features of the technology to be reviewed, and then provide an estimate of how often—and where-- technology is used, not only in the United States, but also globally.

3. Research Review: Evidence of effectiveness? What does the research indicate about this new technology’s effectiveness (note: be sure to specify how these studies define effectiveness—cost, safety, performance, user satisfaction).
4. Conclusion: Offer your assessment of the application of new technology in your subject area and discuss future developments, in particular new technology innovations in this area and the role of the private sector.
Appendix: Provide a list of websites you identified that provide info on this topic.

References: List all references cited in the body of the paper using APA citation format.

Initial Outline: must be submitted and approved prior to exam 1( see schedule)

Paper Due Date: See class Schedule (due date is last day of class)
