American Philosophy 

Instructor:  John Kaag

Office Hours: Tuesday 9-12 and Wednesday 8-10
Office: 102 Olney
Home Phone:  978.677.6563
Faculty Website: http://faculty.uml.edu/jkaag 
Course Description:  How might philosophy be made at home in America?   How can American pragmatism be understood in the wider context of the history of philosophy?  What were the historical and social conditions in which pragmatism arose and how might this intellectual tradition respond to the context and various crises of the 21st century?  Students will address these questions in the process of examining the basic tenets and attitudes of the American tradition.  Students will read selections from diverse group of American authors which includes Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret Fuller, C.S. Peirce, Josiah Royce, Ella Lyman Cabot, William James, John Dewey and Gloria Anzaldua.  

Evaluations:  Over the course of the semester, students will be asked to craft a 5000 word (fifteen page essay).  This assignment will be broken into three stages of 1000, 2000, and 2000 words.  The instructor will assist students in the drafting and redrafting process.  The first stage (crafting a thesis and providing context) will be worth 20 percent of the final grade.  The second (choosing philosophical figures and exegesis) will be worth 25 percent.  And the third (comparative analysis and concluding remarks) will be worth 30 percent.  The due dates for these stages are set out below and WILL BE NON-NEGOTIABLE.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Participation will be worth 25 percent of the final grade.  Participation is defined by the following components:  in-class volunteering, bringing the reading assignments, and very short written assignments.  

Attendance Policy: Students are granted two unexcused absences.  Three unexcused absences will result in a full letter-grade deduction from the final grade.  Excused absences are given readily IF students contact the instructor prior to class to notify him of an absence.  
Texts:  Students will be required to purchase Pragmatism and Classical American Philosophy.  Ed. J. Stuhr (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000), J. Kerouac’s On the Road, and  D. Anderson’s Philosophy Americana: Making Philosophy at Home in America (Fordham University Press, 2006).  Both of these books can be purchased at the University Bookstore.  
Schedule and Readings

Week One (Jan. 26-30) 
Ralph Waldo Emerson.  “American Scholar.”  

   “Self-Reliance.”  

   “Compensation.”

Week Two (Feb. 2-6)
Margaret Fuller.  “The Great Law Suit”
Douglas Anderson. “Some Preliminaries on the Origin of Pragmatism.”  
Week Three (Feb. 9-13)
Charles Sanders Peirce.   “ The Fixation of Belief.”  




     “How to Make Our Ideas Clear.”

Week Four (Feb. 16-20)
Charles Sanders Peirce.  “The Doctrine of Necessity Examined.”

  “Evolutionary Love.”

Douglas Anderson.    “Learning and Teaching: Gambling, Love and Growth.”

Week Five (Feb. 23-27)
Josiah Royce.  “The Problem of Job.”
Ella Lyman Cabot.  “The Relation Between Wholeness and Growth” (To be distributed)
Douglas Anderson  “Royce, Philosophy, and Wandering” and 


       “Wandering as Philosophic Home.”

FIRST ASSIGNMENT IS DUE IN CLASS (1000 WORDS) ON THE 25TH 

Week Six (March 2-6)
Jane Addams.  Democracy and Social Ethics (Selections to be distributed)



“Charitable Effort”  

Week Seven (March 9-13)
William James.   “The Types of Philosophical Thinking”


  “What Pragmatism Means”
PLEASE NOTE THAT BOTH ESSAYS MUST BE READ FOR MONDAY SINCE JOHN WILL BE GIVING LECTURES AT TEXAS A&M ON WEDNESDAY.  NO CLASS WEDNESDAY

Week Eight (March 23-27)
William James.   “The Dilemma of Determinism”



  “The Will to Believe.”

Douglas Anderson: “William James and the Wild Beasts”
Week Nine (March 30-April 3)
Jack Kerouac. On the Road. (First Half)

Week Ten (April 6-10)
Jack Kerouac. On the Road. (Second Half)
Douglas Anderson. “Emerson and Kerouac”
ASSIGNMENT NUMBER TWO (2000 WORDS) IS DUE IN CLASS ON THE 8TH.  
Week  Eleven (April 13-17)
John Dewey.   “The Need for a Recovery of Philosophy”

           “Experience and Philosophic Method.”


           “Existence as Precarious and Stable.”
Week Twelve (April 20-24)
John Dewey.  “The Lost Individual”


          “Search for the Great Community”

                      “Religion Versus the Religious.”  (Selection to be distributed)
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NO CLASS ON WEDNESDAY DUE TO “UNIVERSITY DAY”

Week Thirteen (April 27-May 1)
W.E.B. Dubois.  Souls of Black Folk (Selections to be distributed)

Week Fourteen (May 4-May 8)
Gloria Anzaldua.    Borderlands/La Frontera  (Selections to be distributed)
STUDENTS HAND IN ALL THREE ASSIGNMENTS AS A FINAL PAPER OF 5000 WORDS ON THE FIRST DAY OF FINALS WEEK

