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Welcome to Math 305, also called Math 403!

I like to run an interactive class
On the first day of class I try to find out more about the students, but first I’d like to say something about the course.

OFFICE HOURS

Office hours: TBA (probably Wednesdays and Thursdays), plus I’m usually available right after class and by email.

By Friday, please email me your current class schedule, indicating which office hours WOULD WORK for you.

HOMEWORK

Due each Friday (except when there’s an exam), to be submitted by email in LaTeX form.

Doing the homework is where the learning happens.

Work with others!  I’ll try to facilitate this in various ways.

Whether you’re getting help from classmates, or from me, the same principle applies: Write up your solution based on your understanding, not from taking notes.  Collaboration is encouraged, but try the problems on your own first, and only take what fits in your brain.

You must say who you worked with.  This won’t affect your grade in any way, but I’ll use this to help you optimize the amount of help you’re getting from others (sometimes too much, sometimes too little).  If you worked alone, say so.

On each assignment, please indicate how many hours you spent on the assignment.  This will help me to keep the problem sets from being too hard or too easy.

Policy on late HW: I’m going to be strict about deadlines so that I can post solutions to homework problems immediately after class on the day that they’re due.
If you submit a paper after I’ve posted the solutions, you’ll get 0% for the assignment.  I’ll only make exceptions for unusual circumstances.  (If you’ve got such a circumstance, please tell me ahead of time if you can.)

The lowest homework grade is dropped.  So you get a free excuse from doing one assignment.

Homework is 30% to 40% of your final grade, so it pays to do it.

EXAMS

Midterm and final.
Tentative dates: Friday, October 23 and …
Any problems with these dates?

CLASS

I expect you to do the reading assignments before the class in which the section will be discussed; my lecture will focus on filling in the gaps and answering your questions. 

Lots of ways to participate: answering a question (correctly or not) in a way that propels the discussion forward; asking a good question; giving a synthesis or a recapitulation.  (Or, occasionally: “I think Joe was trying to say something.”)

Feel free to interrupt with questions.  But you should also respect my decision if I feel the need to rein in the discussion (say, so that we can cover everything you’ll need to know in order to do the homework).

There’s no such thing as a dumb question.  To ask a question is to show that you’ve recognized a difference between your understanding and other people’s.

Don’t ridicule other students’ questions or laugh at their mistakes.

Let’s start formally, with hand-raising, and loosen up later in the semester (so you can learn each other’s names).  If I don't use your name, please say it!

Note that there’s a “homework” due on Friday.

Next reading assignment: Read 1.1 for Friday.

In general, see the Reading.html link to find out what you need to read in preparation for class.

OTHER

Help me find mistakes in the book.  (Did you find any?)

If you have suggestions about the way the course is run (my lectures, the book, anything), let me know.  Please don't wait until it’s too late for me to change what I’m doing.

Regarding my teaching style: I may sometimes be disingenuous, or make deliberate mistakes, so you have to stay alert.  But my shenanigans are always meant to be instructive, and I’ll always fess up in the end.

I love to pit one section of the class against another; I’ll look for opportunities to do that too.  Your main goal should not be being right; your main goal should be learning how to think about things and express your ideas. 

What it means when I stand aside and avoid eye-contact: look at the person who’s talking, not me!)

Questions?

Now I want to hear from you:

[Go around, get names]

[Ask the students about their academic and non-academic interests
Ask people why they signed up for the course
Ask them about their math backgrounds
Ask about their best and worst math experiences]
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