Brain, Mind & Behavior

Course #: PSYC 2730
Fall 2019
BRAIN MAPPING PROJECT
Your first project for this class will require you to combine your creative talents with research to create an organized and informative discussion of the human brain.  The assignment is in three parts:
· Part I 
1. Create a cross-section of the brain – any medium you choose, i.e. markers, pencil, crayons, construction paper, fabric, pasta.  Be sure each component of the brain is distinct and easily identifiable from the other sections.
2. Label all sections of the brain - hindbrain, midbrain, and forebrain - and the subcomponents in each section.  See checklist at end of instructions.
· Part II

1. For each section of the brain - forebrain, midbrain, and hindbrain - write a comprehensive description of the section identifying the following:

· The section of the brain and its primary functions
· The subcomponents in the section and their functions 
2. Select five (5) different sections or subcomponents of the brain and identify a disorder/disease associated with damage to each one, a total of five (5) disorders.
· Briefly describe the symptoms and any treatment approaches for the disorder/disease

· Part III

1. Write a 1-2 page reflection on the information you have presented. In particular, address one aspect of your research that has affected you in some way and describe your experience.
· Parts II and III together should be a minimum of 10 pages of typed, double-spaced text which does not include the cover and reference pages. Please use a 12-point Times New Roman or Georgia font and one-inch margins. Title and References pages do not count as part of the total page requirement.

DUE DATE: 
October 9, 2019
NOTE: Except in emergency situations (family or health crises), assignments must be submitted in hardcopy (printed) on or before the due date. Late papers will be accepted via e-mail with permission and must be Microsoft Word or PDF documents.
Grading for Brain Mapping projects that are late will be reduced as follows:

· received between October 10 and October 16 will lose 5 points (half a grade)

· received between October 17 and October 23 will lose 10 points (a full grade)

· received on or after October 24 will lose fifteen points (a grade and a half)

NO PAPERS will be accepted after the last class session: December 11, 2019.
Late papers will be graded and returned to you in the same timely manner in which they were received.

Please be sure to SAVE and PRINT a copy of the email you send to me.  There have been occasions when students’ emailed papers get lost in cyberspace. The University has several SPAM filters that can sometimes prohibit delivery of your emails. You will be expected to provide documentation of your email should such an instance occur.

RATIONALE:
Your ability to express your knowledge of the brain in a clear and informative manner will demonstrate your capacity to convey complex ideas.  To the degree that your final product is able to effectively catalog and communicate the functions of the brain and its relationship to mental and physical well-being, it will continue to have a practical use for you in the future.  
The Research: Collecting Data on the Brain 
You will need to research the information required to identify diseases/disorders, current research, primary symptoms, and associated treatments for each section of the brain.  All the information for identifying the areas and structures of the brain, as well as their function, can be found in your textbook. 

Information presented from sources other than your own first-hand knowledge must be cited and referenced in APA format.  This includes the textbook.  
Suggestions for data sources:
· Biological Psychology - textbook
· Journal articles 
· National Institute of Health website

· National Institute of Mental Health website

· Psychology Today magazine

· PBS NOVA presentations

GRADING:
The Brain Function project is worth a maximum of 48 points – up to 20% of your total grade in the class. Grades will be determined on the following characteristics of your paper:

· 22 points
Content - Quantity and Quality of Information

· 10 points
Brain Map

· 6 points 
Presentation - Organization of Information 

· 6 points
Writing Mechanics (clarity, paragraph composition, grammar)
· 2 points
Following directions
· 2 points
Proper APA citations
TIPS FOR SUCCESS

The Brain Mapping project is your opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of the concepts covered in the assigned readings and in class.  It replaces exams – and should relate DIRECTLY to the field biological psychology.

1. Be sure to include the major sections of the brain: forebrain, hindbrain, and midbrain and note the hemispheres. See page 4.
2. Do not use a downloaded image of the brain.

3. Do not include the substructures within the thalamus or the basal ganglia.

4. Section headers help to organize thoughts and information.
5. Follow directions! 
6. Do not plagiarize.  In other words, don’t copy from websites, textbooks, or distributed class notes and present them as your own ideas.  Explain the related concepts in your own words. When you do use information from other sources, be sure to use APA format for citing the source and in your references section, which will be your last page.  
7. APA formatting guidelines can be found at:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.apastyle.org/
8. Use of APA formatting is for citations and references only, do not include an abstract with your paper.

9. Note: Wikipedia and Wise Geek are not valid sources of reliable academic information. Do not use them!
10. This is a research paper, do not use bulleted lists for any of the information.
11. Diseases/disorders identified for a particular portion of the brain must be accompanied by a description of the symptoms and associated treatments. 
12. Structures on the brain map must be clearly delineated and labeled.

13. Spell check does not catch correctly spelled but misused words such as:

a. There, their, they’re

b. Wear, were, where, we’re
14. Ideas, decisions, research, and so on are “based on” not “based off of” something. 
Brain Mapping Checklist

	Brain Structure/Area
	Label on Map
	Include in paper

	Hindbrain
	Y
	Y

	Medulla oblongata
	Y
	Y

	Cerebellum
	Y
	Y

	Pons
	Y
	Y

	
	
	

	Midbrain
	Y
	Y

	Red nucleus
	No
	Y

	Reticular formation
	No
	Y

	Substantia nigra
	No
	Y

	
	
	

	Forebrain
	Y
	Y

	Pineal gland
	Y
	Y

	Thalamus
	Y
	Y

	Hypothalamus
	Y
	Y

	Pituitary gland
	Y
	Y

	Limbic system
	Y
	Y

	Amygdala
	No
	Y

	Cingulate gyrus
	No
	Y

	Hippocampus
	No
	Y

	Basal ganglia
	Y
	Y

	Cerebral cortex
	Y
	Y

	Occipital lobe
	Y
	Y

	Parietal lobe
	Y
	Y

	Temporal lobe
	Y
	Y

	Frontal lobe
	Y
	Y

	Corpus callosum
	Y
	Y
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