Brain, Mind & Behavior
Course #: PSYC 2730 

Fall 2019
COMPREHENSION PAPER
This semester you will be expected to demonstrate, in writing, your understanding and reaction to the topics we cover in class. 

· Your assignment is:

1. Choose one idea or concept from the course that strikes you as interesting;

2. Explain the idea or concept using content from the textbook and classroom discussions; 
3. Apply the concept to the world around you, citing examples of your personal observations and/or experiences.

· Your paper should be 2-3 pages (minimum) of typed, single-spaced text using 12-point Times New Roman or Georgia font with one-inch margins.  
· Title and References pages do not count as part of the 2-page requirement.

The comprehension paper is due toward the end of the semester.  Twenty-four points will be awarded for this paper, representing 10% of your final grade.

DUE DATE: 
 December 9, 2019 
Except in emergency situations (family or health crises), assignments must be submitted in hardcopy (printed) on or before the due date. Pages of the paper must be stapled or otherwise secured.
Papers received after the due date will lose ½ grade. Only late papers can be submitted via e-mail with permission.

NO PAPERS will be accepted after the last class session: December 11, 2019.
Comprehension papers submitted via email must be attached as a Microsoft Word or PDF document.  I cannot open other word processing documents.  

Please be sure to SAVE and PRINT a copy of the email you send to me.  There have been occasions when students’ emailed papers get lost in cyberspace. The University has several SPAM filters that can sometimes prohibit delivery of your emails. You will be expected to provide documentation of your email should such an instance occur.

RATIONALE: 

Throughout the semester we will be exploring a variety of thought-provoking topics. While I hope that people will feel comfortable sharing their comments and reflections during class discussion, there simply won’t be enough time for everybody to share all their ideas in a thoughtful, balanced manner. 

Comprehension papers provide an opportunity for you to demonstrate your understanding of course material, to draw connections between the topics we cover in class and your own experiences of the world around you, and to formulate those ideas in writing.  These three cognitive tasks – comprehension, application, and written communication – are important skills to sharpen throughout your collegiate career. 
ACTIVITY:

· Ground your paper in biological psychology by choosing a sentence or two from the required reading, course material presented, or classroom discussions that caught your interest. Cite that as a quote at the top of the paper or in the first paragraph.

· Explain that quote in your own words, define the related psychology concepts, and give examples and/or observations from your own personal experiences.

· Your writing can take a conversational style, but use basic rules of composition (e.g., form paragraphs with a thesis/topic sentence, at least one supporting sentence and a concluding sentence) and grammar (be sure to run a spelling and grammar check!)

· This paper is an opportunity to think critically about points raised by the author(s) of the required readings, the instructor, or by other students in class.  It is completely acceptable to question or oppose the concepts and ideas discussed in class.  Please be sure to explain the concept you are taking issue with and how it is related to biological psychology. Then go on to critique it through incorporation of your own experiences in a thoughtful and respectful tone.

GRADING:

All together, 24 points will be awarded for the comprehension paper – up to 10% of your final grade in the class. Each paper will be evaluated on:

· 8 points
Comprehension/Understanding of topic from course materials

· 8 points
Application/Use of observations of the world around you
· 4 points
Writing mechanics (clarity, paragraph composition, grammar)

· 4 points
Ability to follow directions 

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

The Comprehension Paper is your opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of the concepts covered in the assigned readings and in class.  It replaces exams – and should relate DIRECTLY to the field biological psychology.

1. Organize your paper around a quoted concept from the textbook assigned for this class, concepts from class discussions, or a question raised in class.  Start the paper by sharing the quote or question of interest.  
2. Do not forget to use APA format for your citations.  Complete APA guidelines can be found at: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.apastyle.org/
3. Link your topic of interest directly to the history, development, concepts, principles, and/or application of biological psychology.
4. Explain the related concepts in your own words. When you do use information from other sources, be sure to use APA format for citing the source and in your references section, which will be your third page.
5. Give specific examples…from your own experiences (not hearsay) or from documented sources such as newspapers, websites, and research articles. This paper is about you and something you will be taking away from this course.
6. Note: Wikipedia and Wise Geek are not valid sources of reliable academic information. Do not use them!
7. Watch generalizations such as “they,” “them,” “crazy people,” “minorities.”  Instead, speak of what you know from your own experience (this is called anecdotal evidence) and use “I language.”

8. Spell check does not catch correctly spelled but misused words such as:

a. There, their, they’re

b. Wear, were, where
9. Ideas, decisions, research, and so on are “based on” not “based off of” something. 
10. Fully develop your ideas. Paper should at least 2 full pages of single spaced text with a third page for your references.
11. Don’t forget the quote!
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