Brain, Mind & Behavior

Course #: PSYC 2730 

Fall 2019
DISEASE/DISORDER PROJECT
This semester you will be expected to demonstrate, in writing, your understanding and reaction to the topics we cover in class. This project requires you to present the specifics of a particular neurological disorder or disease and the current research into controlling the symptoms, mitigating the physiological and/or psychological affects, treatment options, and prognosis.
· Your assignment is:

1. Choose a disease/disorder, from a predefined list, that you determine would be interesting for you to explore and better understand;

2. If you are personally affected by a specific disease/disorder not on the list that you would like to research, please see me;

3. Using the textbook along with other sources of academic research and publication, compile the information necessary to discuss your chosen disease/disorder effectively;
4. Your discussion will include relevant history, etiology, symptoms, treatment, prognosis, and current directions in research; 
5. Write a 1 -2 page reflection on the information you have presented.  In particular, address one aspect of your research that you affected you in some way and describe your experience.

· Your project should be at least ten (10) pages of typed, double-spaced text. Please use a 12-point Times New Roman or Georgia font and one-inch margins. Cover, Title, Abstract and References pages do not count as part of the total page requirement.

DUE DATE: 
 November 13, 2019 
NOTE: Except in emergency situations (family or health crises), assignments must be submitted in hardcopy (printed) on or before the due date. Late papers will be accepted via e-mail with permission and must be Microsoft Word or PDF documents.

Grading for Disease/Disorder papers that are late will be reduced as follows:

· received between November 14 and November 20 will lose 5 points (half a grade)

· received November 21 and November 27 will lose 10 points (a full grade)

· received on or after November 28 will lose 15 points (a grade and a half)

NO PAPERS will be accepted after the last class session: December 11, 2019.
Late papers will be graded and returned to you in the same timely manner in which they were received.

RATIONALE: 

Throughout the semester we will be exploring a wide range of complex, stimulating neurological, psychological, and physiological topics. While everyone should feel comfortable sharing their comments and reflection during class discussion, there simply won’t be enough time to share all your ideas in a thoughtful and balanced manner. 

The Disease/Disorder project provides an opportunity for you to comprehensively explore the connections between the mind, body, and brain in the context of a specific neurological illness.  You will demonstrate your understanding of the course material, draw connections between the topics we cover in class with the chosen disorder, and present those ideas and a reflection of your experience in writing.  These three cognitive tasks – comprehension, application, and written communication – are important skills to sharpen throughout your college career. 

The Research: Collecting Data on the Disease/Disorder
You will need to research the information required to comprehensively discuss the disease/disorder that you have chosen. 
Information regarding current research, treatments for the disease, and prognoses is available from a number of reliable sources.  Some information can be found in your textbook however the majority of data will come from easily accessible, trustworthy sources.
Suggestions for data sources:

· Biological Psychology - textbook

· Journal articles – available through online search of UMass Lowell’s library databases; articles should be “peer reviewed” and published within this century
· National Institute of Health website

· National Institute of Mental Health website

· Mayo Clinic, Dana Farber, Johns Hopkins and other research hospitals.

· Psychology Today magazine

· PBS NOVA presentations
Information presented from sources other than your own first-hand knowledge must be cited and referenced in APA format.  This includes the textbook.  

Complete APA guidelines can be found at: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.apastyle.org/
ACTIVITY:

· Choose a disease/disorder from the list below.  If you are personally affected by a disease/disorder not on the list that you would like to research, please see me.
	Guillain-Barre Syndrome
	Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS)

	Huntington’s Disease
	Epilepsy

	Cerebral Palsy
	Parkinson’s Disease

	Myasthenia Gravis
	Lewy Body Dementia 

	Muscular Dystrophy
	Multi-infarct Dementia

	Vascular Dementia
	Frontotemporal Dementia

	Multiple Sclerosis
	Sensory Integration/Processing Disorder

	Systemic Lupus Erythematosus
	Meningitis 

	Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy
	Dawsons’s Disease

	Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
	Prader-Willi syndrome


· Ground your paper in the biological psychology literature and concepts found in your textbook.  You must make the connections between the concepts you are learning and their manifestation in real life. 
· Your writing can take a conversational style but use basic rules of composition. For example, form complete paragraphs with a thesis/topic sentence, at least one supporting sentence and a concluding sentence. Use proper grammar and be sure to run a spelling and grammar check!
· This paper is an opportunity to think critically about points raised by the author(s) of the required readings, the instructor, or by other students in class.  
· Conclude your paper with a 1-2-page reflection on the information you have presented. In particular, address one aspect of your research that you affected you in some way and describe your experience.  
GRADING:

This project is worth a maximum of 48 points – up to 20% of your total grade in the class. Grades will be determined on the following characteristics of your paper:

· 20 points
Content - Quantity and Quality of Information

· 14 points 
Presentation - Organization of Information 

· 6 points
Writing Mechanics (clarity, paragraph composition, grammar)
· 4 points
Following directions
· 4 points
Proper APA citations

TIPS FOR SUCCESS

The Disease/Disorder project is your opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of the concepts covered in the assigned readings and in class.  It replaces exams – and should relate DIRECTLY to the field biological psychology.

1. Link your topic of interest to the concepts, principles, and application of biological psychology.
2. Be sure to make the connections between the disorder, the brain, and the body.
3. Do not plagiarize.  In other words, don’t copy words from websites, textbooks, or distributed class notes and present them as your own ideas.  Explain the related concepts in your own words. 

4. When you do use information from other sources, be sure to use APA format for citing the source and in your references section, which will be your last page.  Complete APA guidelines can be found at: 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.apastyle.org/
5. Do not include an “abstract”, but you should have an opening paragraph that sets the stage for your research.  If an abstract is included, it will not count toward the page requirement. 
6. Use at least two sources of information in addition to your textbook.

7. Give specific examples of the illness affecting lives from your own experiences and observations (not hearsay) or from documented sources such as books, websites, and research articles. Keep in mind that not everyone is negatively affected by a disease 100% of the time. 
8. Section headers help to organize thoughts and information.
9. Note: Wikipedia and Wise Geek are not valid sources of reliable academic information. Do not use them!
10. This is a research paper, do not use bulleted lists for any of the information.

11. Watch generalizations such as “they,” “them,” “crazy people,” “minorities.”  Instead, speak of what you know from your own experience and use “I language.”

12. Spell check does not catch correctly spelled but misused words such as:

a. There, their, they’re - Wear, were, where
13. Ideas, decisions, research, and so on are “based on” not “based off of” something. 
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