American Political Thought

Reading Questions for Unit 6 
Commercialization, Mass Communications, and the Cult of Domesticity

Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, then print and bring to class on Thursday, 3/3.

Since these questions are strictly designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the readings, you do not have to provide analysis or background information.  Please write in complete sentences in response to all non-fill-in-the-blank questions, and answer in your own words unless the question calls for quotation.  Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.

Note that some questions refer to the Introduction to “The Right to Privacy,” while others refer to the text of the essay itself.  You can find the link to the text of the essay in the column on the left hand side of the page.

Your name: 

1. From the Introduction to "The Right to Privacy":

	The invasive devices that Brandeis and Warren had in mind included the__________, which had become a routine means of communication, and the _________, which had gained thousands of subscribers in New England since its invention in Boston in _____. These innovations, along with advances in high-speed _______, vastly extended the reach and circulation of newspapers, making it possible to fan local gossip into national news.


2. From the Introduction to "The Right to Privacy":

	As a result, a modern man was apt to fall prey to an anxiety that had never been known before, namely, the fear that "everybody he meets in the street is  ____________________ _______________________________________________________."


3. From the Introduction to "The Right to Privacy":

	According to Woodhull, personal relations ought to be exempt from public disclosure, not, as Beecher would have it, because such revelations ruin reputations, but because _________________________________________________________________________. However, so long as emblematic figures such as Beecher allowed themselves to be trammeled by social convention, the "sacred interests of humanity" in the free communication of love would be constantly undermined. From this premise, she justified her violation of Beecher's _______ as a short-term skirmish in the long-term war to establish individual sovereignty as the governing principle of both _______________________.


4. Name the legal ruling on domestic violence that anticipated many of Brandeis and Warren's concerns about preventing exposure of the 'intimacies of married life.'

5. What did the U.S. Supreme Court rule in Bradwell v. Illinois? In two or three sentences, summarize the decision in your own words.

6. What did the New York Court of Appeals rule in Roberson v. Rochester Folding Box?  In two or three sentences, summarize the decision in your own words.

7. From "The Right to Privacy" (Note: Look for these quotes in the essay itself rather than the Introduction.):

	Of the desirability -- indeed of the necessity -- of some such protection, there can, it is believed, be no doubt. The press is overstepping in every direction the obvious bounds of______________________. Gossip is no longer the resource of the idle and of the vicious, but has become_______, which is pursued with industry as well as effrontery. To satisfy a prurient taste the details of __________________ are spread broadcast in the columns of the daily papers. To occupy the indolent, column upon column is filled with ___________, which can only be procured by intrusion upon the __________________.


8. From The Right to Privacy":

	The principle which protects personal writings and all other personal productions, not against theft and physical appropriation, but against publication in any form, is in reality not the principle of private property, but that of an  _____________________.


