American Political Thought 46.307.201

Reading Questions for Unit 1 – Ideas of the Founders
Note: These questions are strictly designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the readings.  Consequently, your answers need not include analysis or background information.
Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, then print and bring to class on Tuesday, 9/8. 
Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.

Name:  
1. In three or four complete sentences, summarize the branches of government described by John Adams in “Thoughts on Government.”
2. In a letter written to Henry Lee in 1825, Thomas Jefferson explained the purpose of the Declaration of Independence: (Fill in blanks.)

…this was the object of the Declaration of Independence. [N]ot to find out ___ __________, or new arguments, never before thought of, not merely to say things which had never been said before; but to place before mankind the __________ _______________, in terms so plain and firm as to command their assent, and to justify ourselves in the independent stand we [were] compelled to take.

3. In Federalist #10, James Madison argued: (Fill in blanks)
By a faction, I understand a number of citizens, whether amounting to a majority or a minority of the whole, who are united and actuated by some common ____________________________________________, adversed to the rights of other citizens, or to the permanent and aggregate interests of the community. 
4. In “Thoughts on Government,” John Adams envisioned a government run by an elite group that would be elected by a representative assembly.  In Adams’ view, this scheme of indirect election would help to ensure that only the most virtuous citizens would wield power.  In Federalist #10, James Madison envisioned a somewhat similar scheme of government.  However, he did not believe that the stability of government could be guaranteed by the virtue of what he termed “enlightened statesmen.”  In a few complete sentences, summarize Madison’s solution to the political problems posed by the apparent scarcity of enlightened leaders in modern commercial society.
5.  Extra credit:  What is the term generally used by political scientists to describe James Madison’s theory of government.
