American Political Thought 46.307.201

Reading Questions for Unit 2 – American Transcendentalism
Your name: 

These questions are strictly designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the readings.  Consequently, your answers need not include analysis or background information.

Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, then print and bring to class on Thursday, Feb 3.  If you have trouble answering any of these questions, please consult the secondary sources included on the background information page.
Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.

1. According to Ralph Waldo Emerson in “Self-Reliance,” what must every individual be in order to “be a man,” that is, to be a complete human being?  You may quote from the text.
2. Fill in blanks.  In “Self-Reliance,” Emerson declared:  

Men do what is called a good action, as some piece of _______________, much as they would pay a fine in expiation of daily non-appearance on parade. Their works are done ___________ or extenuation of their living in the world, — as invalids and the insane pay a high board. Their virtues are _________. I do not wish to expiate, but ________.
3. In a few complete sentences, and in your own words, summarize Emerson’s definition of the “whole distinction between greatness and meanness.” 
4. Fill in blanks.  In a particularly famous passage in “Self-Reliance,” Emerson insisted:

A _________________ is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and philosophers and divines. With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. He may as well concern himself with his shadow on the wall. Speak what you think now in hard words, and to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks in hard words again, though it contradict every thing you said to-day. — 'Ah, so you shall be sure to be misunderstood.' — Is it so bad, then, to be ___________? Pythagoras was misunderstood, and Socrates, and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Galileo, and Newton, and every pure and wise spirit that ever took flesh. To be great is to be ___________. 
5. According to Henry David Thoreau in “Resistance to Civil Government,” what is truly the best kind of government? You may quote from the text.
6. Did Thoreau present himself as an anarchist in “Resistance to Civil Government?”  Don’t forget to cite textual evidence and write in complete sentences.
7. Fill in blanks.  In “Resistance to Civil Government,” Thoreau asserted: 
The mass of men serve the State thus, not as men mainly, but as __________, with their bodies. They are the standing army, and the militia, jailers, constables, posse comitatus, etc. In most cases there is no free exercise whatever of the ____________________; but they put themselves on a level with wood and earth and stones; and wooden men can perhaps be manufactured that will serve the purpose as well. Such command no more respect than _____________ or a ____________. They have the same sort of worth only as horses and dogs. Yet such as these even are commonly esteemed _______________.
8. What were the two pervasive realities in American society in 1849 that Thoreau cited as reason enough to “rebel and revolutionize?” Don’t forget to write in complete sentences.
9. According to Thoreau, under what circumstances did it become absolutely necessary to defy civil authority and engage in active resistance against the government?  You may quote from the text.

.
10. For how many years did Thoreau refuse to pay his poll tax before he was arrested?
11. Where was Thoreau living when he was arrested for refusing to pay his taxes?

12. According to Thoreau, what is the supreme power in all earthly affairs?

