American Political Thought
Reading Questions for Unit 5: Industry & Empire
Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, then print and bring to class on Thursday, 10/15.
Since these questions are strictly designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the readings, you do not have to provide analysis or background information.  Please write in complete sentences in response to all non-fill-in-the-blank questions, and answer in your own words unless the question calls for quotation.  Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.
Your name: 
1. Fill in blanks.  From “Life Without Principle”:
If a man was tossed out of a window when an infant, and so made a cripple for life, or scared out of his wits by the Indians, it is regretted chiefly because he was thus incapacitated for — _________! I think that there is nothing, not even crime, more opposed to poetry, to philosophy, ay, to life itself, than this incessant _______.
2. Fill in blanks.  From “Life Without Principle”:

Merely to come into the world the heir of a fortune is not to be born, but to be __________, rather. To be supported by the charity of friends, or a government pension, — provided you continue to breathe, — by whatever fine synonyms you describe these relations, is to go into the ___________. On Sundays the poor debtor goes to church to take an account of stock, and finds, of course, that his outgoes have been greater than his income. In the Catholic Church, especially, they go into chancery, make a clean confession, give up all, and think to start again. Thus men will lie on their backs, talking about the __________, and never make ___________________. 
3. Fill in blanks.  From “Life Without Principle”:

When our life ceases to be inward and private, conversation degenerates into __________. We rarely meet a man who can tell us any news which he has not read in a newspaper, or been told by his neighbor; and, for the most part, the only difference between us and our fellow is that _______________________________, and we have not. In proportion as our inward life fails, we go more constantly and desperately to the post-office. You may depend on it, that the poor fellow who walks away with the greatest number of letters, proud of his extensive correspondence, has not __________________ this long while.
4. Fill in blanks.  From “What the Social Classes Owe to Each Other”: 
We all agree that he is a good member of society who works his way up from poverty to wealth, but as soon as he has worked his way up we begin to regard him with _________, as a dangerous member of society. A newspaper starts the silly fallacy that “the rich are 
rich because the poor are _____________,” and it is copied from one end of the country to the other as if it were a brilliant apothegm. “________” is denounced by writers and speakers who have never taken the trouble to find out what capital is, and who use the word in two or three different senses in as many pages. Labor organizations are formed, not to employ combined effort for a common object, but to indulge in declamation and denunciation, and especially to furnish an easy living to some officers who do not want to work. People who have rejected dogmatic religion, and retained only a residuum of religious sentimentalism, find a special field in the discussion of the ___________ of the poor and the _________ of the rich. We have denunciations of banks, corporations, and monopolies, which denunciations encourage only helpless rage and animosity, because they are not controlled by any definitions or limitations, or by any distinctions between what is indispensably __________ and what is abuse, between what is established in the _____________ and what is legislative error.
5. Fill in blanks.  From “What the Social Classes Owe to Each Other”:

The aggregation of large fortunes is not at all a thing ____________. On the contrary, it is a necessary condition of many forms of social advance. If we should ____________________, we should say to our most valuable producers, “We do not want you to do us the services which you best understand how to perform, _______________.” It would be like killing off our _____________. A great deal is said, in the cant of a certain school, about “ethical views of wealth,” and we are told that some day men will be found of such public spirit that, after they have accumulated a few millions, they will be willing to go on and labor simply for the pleasure of _______________________________.
6. From “The Gospel of Wealth”:

We start, then, with a condition of affairs under which the best interests of the race are promoted, but which inevitably gives wealth __________. Thus far, accepting conditions as they exist, the situation can be surveyed and pronounced good. The question then arises-and, if the foregoing be correct, it is the only question with which we have to deal-What is the proper mode of administering wealth after the laws upon which civilization is founded have thrown it into the _______________? And it is of this great question that I believe I offer the true solution. 

7. From “The Gospel of Wealth”:

This, then, is held to be the duty of the man of Wealth: First, to ___________________ _________living, shunning display or extravagance; to provide moderately for the _______________ of those dependent upon him; and after doing so to consider all surplus revenues which come to him simply as ______________, which he is called upon to administer, and strictly bound as a matter of duty to administer in the manner which, in his judgment, is best calculated to produce the most beneficial result for the community-the man of wealth thus becoming the sole agent and trustee for his poorer brethren, bringing to their service his​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ ​​________________________________ to administer-doing for them better than they would or could do ____________________.
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