Media & Politics, Assignment 1


Media & Politics 46.201.301

Reading Questions Unit 2: The Rise of the Popular Press
Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, then print and bring to class on Tuesday, 9/15.
Since these questions are strictly designed to ensure that students are keeping up with the readings, you do not have to provide analysis or background information.  Please write in complete sentences in response to all non-fill-in-the-blank questions.  Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.
Your name: 
1. Name the newspaper that adopted a more modern and news-oriented approach to reporting during the 1830's.

2. What invention transformed the news industry during the 1840's and 1850's?

3. What important event in the history of news reporting happened in 1875?

4. Name the two key figures most closely associated with the rise of yellow journalism.

5. What were some of the features introduced by late nineteenth-century tabloids such as Joseph Pulitzer's New York World, William Randolph Hearst's New York Journal, and E.W. Scripp's St. Louis Post-Dispatch?

6. From "A Brief History of Newspapers:" "An astounding ______  different papers were recorded in the 1880 census. By the 1890's the first circulation figures of a _______ copies per issue were recorded.
7. In "Bring Back Yellow Journalism," Jack Shafer focuses on the positive features of the late nineteenth-century American press.  In a few complete sentences, summarize some of arguments Shafer makes in favor of reviving certain aspects of yellow journalism.
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