Media & Politics, Assignment 1


Media & Politics 46.201.301 Spring 2013
Reading Questions + First Web Assignment
Unit 1: An Overview of Basic Themes in Media Studies

Instructions:  Save document to your hard drive, then open in Microsoft Word.  Type in answers, proofread, run spell check, and then email to susan_gallagher@uml.edu.  You must also print this assignment and bring to class on Tuesday, 1/29.
Please write in complete sentences in response to all non-fill-in-the-blank questions.

Note: You may be called upon to read your answers to the class.

1. According to Theodor Adorno and Max Horkhiemer in "Culture as Mass Deception," "Under monopoly all mass culture is _______, and the lines of its artificial framework begin to show through. The people at the top are no longer so interested in concealing monopoly: as its violence becomes more open, so its power grows. Movies and radio need no longer _______________. The truth that they are just business is made into an ideology in order to justify the rubbish they deliberately produce. They call themselves industries; and when their directors' incomes are published, any doubt about the _____________________________ is removed."

2. According to Theodor Adorno and Max Horkhiemer in "Culture as Mass Deception," "The ruthless unity in the culture industry is evidence of what will happen in _______. Marked differentiations such as those of A and B films, or of stories in magazines in different price ranges, depend not so much on subject matter as on classifying, organising, and labeling consumers. Something is provided for all so that none may ______."

3. According to Theodor Adorno and Max Horkhiemer in "Culture as Mass Deception," "Real life is becoming indistinguishable from _________. The sound film, far surpassing the theatre of illusion, leaves no room for __________________________, who is unable to respond within the structure of the film, yet deviate from its precise detail without losing the thread of the story; hence the film forces its victims to equate it directly with _______."

4. According to George Orwell in "Politics and the English Language," "Now, it is clear that the decline of a language must ultimately have ____________________: it is not due simply to the bad influence of this or that individual writer. But an effect can become a cause, reinforcing the original cause and producing the same effect in an intensified form, and so on indefinitely. A man may take to drink because he feels himself to be a failure, and then fail all the more completely because he drinks. It is rather the same thing that is happening to the English language. It becomes ugly and inaccurate because our thoughts ___________, but the slovenliness of our language makes it easier for us to have ____________. The point is that the process is reversible."

5. In "Politics and the English Language," George Orwell quoted five passages from various newspapers and academic journals.  According to Orwell, "Each of these passages has faults of its own, but, quite apart from avoidable ugl iness, two qualities are common to all of them. The first is _____________; the other is __________."

6. In "Politics and the English Language," Orwell listed some of the devices lazy writers use to avoid the effort involved in trying to convey accurate information. What did he include in his list? (Don't forget to write in complete sentences.)

7. According to Marshall McLuhan in "Classroom Without Walls," what is the current relationship between information received in school and information received outside of traditional educational settings?

8. According to McLuhan, reading a book feels like an individualistic experience, but this feeling is an illusion. Why is reading a book not a solitary activity?

9. According to McLuhan, "The movie, like the book, is a __________. TV shows to 50,000,000 simultaneously. Some feel that the value of experiencing a book is diminished by being extended to many minds. This notion is always implicit in the phrases "mass media," "mass entertainment,” a useless phrases obscuring the fact that English itself is _________."

10. According to McLuhan [see list of quotes], "The ______ automatically becomes the real world for the TV user and is not a substitute for ________, but is itself an immediate _______."

11. According to Jean Baudrillard in "The Murderous Capacity of Images," what are the "successive phases of the image" in postmodern culture and society?

12. Define the term "simulacrum."

Web Assignment for Unit 1:

Due via email on 1/28; print and bring to class on 1/29:

Provide a detailed description of your interactions with print and electronic media in the course of an average day. At the end of your description, which should be written in complete sentences, include a rough calculation of how many hours you spend interacting with electronic media appliances and devices (phone, TV, computers, video games, radio).
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